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{By the Fig and the Olive! By Mount Sina!} (95:1-2)

Qatada and al-Hasan al-Basri said: “The Fig is the
Mount on which Damascus sits [Jabal Qasyin] and the
Olive is the Mount on which Jerusalem sits.”"
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‘Abd Allah ibn Hawala 4 reported that the Prophet s
said: “Allah has given me a guarantee concerning
Syro-Palestine and its people.”’

'Narrated by al-Tabari in his Tafsir (30:239), ‘Abd al-Razzaq (3:382), al-Wahidi (2:1214), and Ibn
‘Asakir in Tarikh Dimashq (1:216-217) cf. al-Baydawi (5:505), Ibn al-Jawzi (9:168-170), al-Qurtubi
(20:111), Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari (8:713), Ibn Kathir, Tafsir (4:527), al-Suyuti, al-Durr al-Manthir
£8 554-555), al-Shawkani (5:464-465), etc. and al-BakiT’s Mu‘jam ma Ustu‘jam (3:898).

Narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn Hawala by Abt Dawtd and Ahmad with sound chains.
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Dedication

To the Ulema of Syro-Palestine, the Friends of Allah who are the
Muhammadan Inberitors and Caliphs of Prophethood, overcoming
through truth and present at all times, and to their followers, supporters,
students, and imitators until [ndgment-Day.
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The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

Commendation of the Fagih of Damascus Shaykh Adib Kallas

Glory to Allah Most High the Lord of the worlds! Allah send blessings and peace on our
Master Muhammad and upon his Family and all his Companions.

To proceed: Allah Most High sent our Master Muhammad — upon him blessings and peace
— as a Mercy to the worlds. Part of this general mercy is a special mercy which our Master
Muhammad, in his hadiths, saved especially for Syro-Palestine and Yemen.

The author of this book has focused on the hadiths that concern Syro-Palestine for a
wisdom known to Allah #£. This is why he opened hisbook with the beginning of Surat al-Tin,
which is part of the special attributes of Syro-Palestine. Then the author listed — Allah reward
him!—the hadiths that were transmitted on the merits of Syro-Palestine. He concluded his book
with the hadith transmitted purely through the people of Sham. May Allah reward him fully on
our behalf!

This is what | was able to appraise from his book. As for what he mentioned in the English
language, it behooves those familiar with that language to delve in it. For the author wishes to
benefit as many people as he can.

We ask Allah to make us believers in the true sense so that, wherever we find a word of
wisdom—in the Book of Allah or in the Sunna of the Messenger of Allah £ — we will accept it
and put it into practice. May we, on the Day of Resurrection, earn the greatest victory together
with those concerning whom Allah ¥ said, €Of the believers are men who are true to that
which they covenanted with Allah. Some of them have paid their vow by death and some
of them still are waiting. And they have not altered in the least} (33:23)!

Dictated by the poor servant of Allah
Muhammad Adib al-Kallas

Damascus, 27 Rabi* al-Awwal 1423
(7 June 2002)
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The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

Commendation of Mufti al-Sayyid Salah al-Din FakhrT al-Bayriiti

In the Name of Allah All-Beneficent, Most Merciful. Glory and praise to Allah the Lord of
the worlds, Who is One in His Attributes and His Essence, vast in His mercy, most kind and
cherishing to His servants and creatures! Blessings and greetings of peace on our Master
Muhammad, the Master of Messengers and final Seal of Prophets, who was adorned with the
utmost excellent traits and truly perfect qualities, and upon his House and Companions, the
key-holders to felicity and the people of truth and striving!

To proceed, the faithful and loving brother, Dr. Gibril Fouad Haddad, — may the Sovereign
Lord enlighten him without and within — has offered me the book that he compiled and au-
thored and which he named Forty Narrations on the Excellence of Syro-Palestine and Its
People and Emigration to Allah and His Prophet .

| have perused this work and acquainted myself with its fragrant breaths and its topics. |
found it a book unlike all others. There is no precedent for it, yet it is a model of its kind. For
he included in it— Allah save him! — copious materials which enrich the Islamic library and spi-
ritual thought with a tremendous and blessed wealth. He adorned it with an outstanding, com-
plete presentation that defies description since it embraces the excellence of Syro-Palestine and
its people, the fact that it is the quintessence of the countries of Allah %, that Allah has given
His Messenger £ a guarantee concerning it, that it is the abode of Belief, the place of the Res-
urrectionand final gathering, the land of the Abdal, Jihad, and Ribat. Then he mentioned some
of the signs of the Hour, among them the descent of ‘Tsa %<2, the appearance of al-Mahdi, the
Dajjal, and other signs.

He supported all this with Qur’anic verses and Prophetic hadiths, explaining them in Eng-
lish in detail and clarifying difficulties.

As a result, this work is unique of its kind, original in its style and contents, and useful to
the learned and the novice, the general reader and the scholar.

May Allah thank him generously for this blessed effort and grant him ample reward for the
great good which He has brought forth at his hands. May He turn this into a permanent good
deed for as long as the world continues to exist and until it is folded up. Amin.

And may Allah send blessings and peace upon our Master Muhammad and upon his House
and all his Companions.

Shaykh Salah al-Din Fakhri

Administrative Director
Dar al-Fatwa — Lebanon
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Commendation of Shaykh Mustafa Turkmani al-Dimashgt al-Shafi‘1

In the Name of Allah All-Beneficent, Most Merciful. Glory and praise to Allah in Whose
Hand is creation and commandment and in Whose Hand alone is giving and withholding.
Blessings and greetings of peace on the Prophet of Mercy and rescuer of the Community whom
Allah named €Full of pity, Merciful » (9:128) and upon his virtuous House and Companions.
To proceed: the esteemed brother, Dr. Gibril Fouad Haddad, has appraised me of a precious
treatise in which he has gathered forty hadiths in praise of Syro-Palestine and its people and in
praise of emigration to Allah and His Prophet. The hadiths are all authentic and narrated with
respected chains of transmission to their narrators, so that the reader can rest assured and trust
in what is herein narrated from the Messenger of Allah .

The author had a good reason for the choice of this topic. Emigration to Allah and His
Prophet is the great sign of faith, the badge of courage, the mark of living simply in this world
and desiring the next world. For people to leave their countries, giving up their comforts and
pleasures, their families, and all the ties that bind a human being to his land — such a step can
never be taken easily. However, it is a step intimately connected with a deep-rooted, essential
education, firmly anchored in tremendous principles of faith, conscientious relations with
Allah, and absolute confidence in the promise made by Him to His truthful servants. Thus did
it come about with the Messenger of Allah #. The most trusted Messenger did not emigrate to
al-Madina, nor did his Companions, until he became sure of their faith, the purity of their
intentions, the strengthening of their Religion, and their self-extinction into the state of true
servanthood to their Lord. Only then did the matter of emigration please them, so that they
could preserve their Religion, worshipping and living for Allah truly and completely.

If one looks into the histories of the Prophets — upon them peace — one will find that they
seldom accomplished their purpose or reached the height of their spiritual state except through
emigration from their countries. This seems a path habitually imposed by Allah upon His chosen
servants. Take, for example, Ibrahim the Friend of Allah — upon him peace: he emigrated from
Irag to Egypt and from Egypt to Palestine. Take the Christ — upon him peace: he left his native
Nazareth and roamed in all the regions of Palestine, summoning people to Allah, guiding them
and pointing them to Him. So did Yasuf &8 until he resided in Egypt, powerful and honored.
It is no wonder, then, that the Messenger of Allah # went to al-Madina as an emigrant, taking
for model his brothers, the Prophets.

Al-Madina then became the abode of emigration, the fortress of Islam, the beginning of
universal goodness for human beings — a new history for a new generation dawning upon the
world with the highest moral values it had ever seen, an immaculate and pristine civilization
free of the blots that mar the nobility of human beings. Thus does the Qur’an lavishly praise
the emigrants in the way of Allah, saying, € Those who fled their homes for the cause of
Allah and then were slain or died, Allah verily will provide for them a good provision.
Lo! Allah, He verily is the Best of all who make provision. Assuredly He will cause them
to enter by an entry that they will love. Lo! Allah verily is knower, Indulgent} (22:58-
59); and €And those who became fugitives for the cause of Allah after they had been op-
pressed, We verily shall give them goodly lodging in the world, and surely the reward of
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the Hereafter is greater, if they but knew; Such as are steadfast and put their trust in
Allah} (16:41-42). Similarly, the Qur’an blamed and castigated those that sat back instead of
accomplishing the Hijra, saying, €Lo! as for those whom the angels take (in death) while
they wrong themselves, (the angels) will ask: In what were you engaged? They will say :
We were oppressed in the land. (The angels) will say: Was not Allah’s earth spacious
that you could have migrated therein? As for such, their habitation will be hell, an evil
journey’s end? (4:97).

Since, by emigration, is meant the establishment of the Religion, united decision-making
on the basis of pleasing Allah, and collective efforts aimed at protecting the way of truth upon
which depends human happiness and the safety of future generations, the Messenger — upon
him peace — showed and extolled the immense merits of Syro-Palestine in the context of strife
and dissensions. He indicated that it will harbor a community that will defend the truth sin-
cerely and genuinely and that it will be victorious, impervious to its adversaries until the
coming of the Divine command. The reader can read the hadiths to this effect in this treatise.
In this respect, Islam entrusted the people of Syro-Palestine with a huge responsibility and
caused them to be the focus of all eyes. Indeed, the students of sacred knowledge visit them
from every corner of the world because they are in a position of leadership, since Syro-
Palestine, in these times of strife and dissension, is the rallying-place of the Muslims, the capi-
tal of belief, and the forefront of excellence.

Lastly, I thank Dr. Gibril Fouad Haddad for his unsparing efforts and sacrifices—may Allah
grant him Godwariness and make all difficult things easy for him so that he will do more good
and contribute in the spreading of truth and the rebuttal of falsehood. May Allah make true our
servanthood to Him Who is our Sovereign Lord and may He grant us to please Him and obtain
His good pleasure. Truly, my Lord hears our supplication! And praise belongs to Allah, the
Lord of the worlds.

Mustafa ‘Abd al-Razzaq Turkmani

On behalf of our Shaykh the Knower of Allah
Sayyid1 ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Shaghiirt
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Damascus Visit of Shaykh al-Sayyid Salah al-Din Fakhr1
to Mawlana al-Shaykh ‘Abd Allah Fa’iz al-Daghistani

Shaykh Salah al-Din Fakhri told me in his house in Beirut and wrote to me by hand:

“Visit of al-Shaykh ‘Abd Allah al-Daghistani (1309/1892-1393/1973) — Allah Most High
have mercy on him — the morning of al-Ahad 20 Rabi* al-Akhir 1386 corresponding to Sunday
7 August, 1966.

“At the day and time indicated above, we were granted the privilege of visiting Shaykh
‘Abd Allah al-Daghistani — Allah have mercy on him— in Mount Qasytin in Damascus on the
initiative and in the company of Mawlana al-Shaykh Mukhtar al-‘Alayli— Allah have mercy on
him — the Mufti of the Republic of Lebanon at the time; Shaykh Husayn Khalid the imam of
al-Nawgara Mosque; Hajj Khalid Bashir — Allah have mercy on both of them; Shaykh Husayn
Sa‘biyya; Shaykh Mahmtid Sa‘d; Shaykh Zakariyya Sha‘r; and Hajj Mahmitid Sha‘r.

“The Shaykh received us most kindly, with a warm welcome full of happiness and mirth.
This was in the presence of Shaykh Nazim al-Qubrusi — Allah save and keep him!

“We sat from nine o’clock in the morning until the zuhr call to prayer while the Shaykh —
Allah have mercy on him — explained and spoke about Sham, its excellence, its extraordinary
merits, and the fact that it is the site of the Resurrection and that Allah will gather all human
beings in it for the final Reckoning. He mentioned things that moved our hearts and minds,
imbued with the glorious spirit of the Salihiyya district [in Damascus], and he spoke about the
indissoluble link—in practice as well as discourse — between tasawwuf and the Shari‘a.

“The Shaykh spoke in the Dhaghistani language — not in Arabic — while Shaykh Nazim
would translate his meanings and explain his points.

“It was truly an outstanding gathering, an outstanding moment, and in the presence of out-
standing Safi people of learning.

“May Allah lead and keep us upon guidance in the company of the righteous Saints. Amin,
ya Rabb al-‘alamin!

“The Servant of the Awliya’
“Salah al-Din Fakhri.”
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Chains of Transmission for the Hadiths Contained in This Book

Glory and praise belong to Allah the Munificent King! Blessings and greetings of peace
upon himto whom is related every possessor of a sound heart and mind. To proceed: the sinful
pauper in hope of the forgiveness of his Lord, the author, Gibril Fouad Haddad, was blessed
and honored with a narrative link to the Master of all creatures — upon him blessings and peace
—and to the best of centuries after his— Allah be well-pleased with them—for the narrations con-
tained in this book, through the inheritors of the Prophet # who are protected with the light of
both communal and special Friendship as well as the nobility of narration and hadith science.

Accordingly, | narrate the Nine Books [the two Sahihs of al-Bukhari and Muslim, Malik’s
Muwatta’, the four Sunan of al-Tirmidhi, Abti Dawiid, al-Nasa’1, and Ibn M3jah, and the two
Musnads of Ahmad and al-Darimi], the Sahihs of Ibn Khuzayma, Ibn Hibban, and al-Hakim,
the Tafsirs of al-Tabari and al-Qurtubi, al-Bayhaqi’s Sunan, and the works of the three Shaykh
al-Islam—al-Nawawi, Ibn Hajar, and al-Suytti—all from the distinguished two descendants of
the Messenger of the Lord of the two Wests #, al-Malikiand al-Ya‘qiibi, among other teachers.

Al-Ya‘qubiis the gatherer of the chains of transmission of the people of Syro-Palestine and
their Muhaddith, the Tmam in many sciences, international summoner to the Religion and Jurist,
our teacher, the Sharif and Sayyid Muhammad al-Ya‘qiibi — Allah save and keep him for the
benefit of Muslims —son of the learned Shaykh Ibrahim the Imam of the Malikis then the Hanafis
inthe great Umawi Mosque in Damascus, son of the Knower and Jurist Shaykh Isma‘il, son of
the learned Knower Shaykh Sidi Muhammad al-Siddiq al-Ya‘qubi al-Hasani al-Idrisi. Shaykh
Muhammad al-Ya‘qubi narrates from a number of the major Ulema of Syro-Palestine, among
them his father; the Mufti of Sham and learned physician, Shaykh Muhammad Abu al-Yusr
‘Abidin al-Husaynt; the Mufti of the Malikis in Sham, the learned Sharif Muhammad al-Makks,
son of the hadith Master Muhammad ibn Ja‘far al-Kattani al-Hasani; and others.

Al-Maliki is the Shaykh al-Islam of the Holy Makkan Sanctuary, the standard-bearer of the
purified Sunna and guide of its people East and West, author of sublime works in the Islamic
sciences, our teacher, the Sharif and Sayyid Muhammad al-Maliki— Allah save and keep him
for the benefit of Muslims —son of the learned Imam, Shaykh ‘Alawi, son of the learned Sayyid
‘Abbas, son of the learned Sayyid ‘Abd al-°Aziz al-Makki al-Hasani. Shaykh Muhammad al-
Maliki narrates from many authorities, among them, his father; Shaykh Hasan al-Mashshat;
Sayyid Muhammad al-‘Arabi ibn al-Tabbani; Shaykh Muhammad Zakariyya al-Kandihlaw;
Shaykh Muhammad Idris al-Kandihlawi; Shaykh Muhammad Hafiz al-Tijani; al-Habib Salim
ibn Ahmad ibn Jundan; Sayyid Muhammad Hasan ibn ‘Abd al-Bari al-Ahdal; Shaykh Hasan
Yamani; Shaykh Amin Khattab al-Subki; Shaykh Muhammad Yasuf al-Bintiri; Shaykh Zufar
Ahmad al-‘Uthmani al-Tahanawi; Shaykh Diya’ al-Din Muhammad al-Qadiri; and a number
of the Ba ‘Alawi Masters of Tarim, Hadramawt.

Allah Most High have mercy on all of them and return to us and to all Muslims some of
the blessings of the lights of their knowledge and the outpourings of their pure souls!

This is from the kindness of my Lord. Allah send blessings and greetings of peace to our
Master Muhammad and to his Family and Companions. Glory and praise belong to Allah the
Lord of the worlds.
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THE EXCELLENCE OF SYRO-PALESTINE
~AL-SHAM~

AND ITS PEOPLE
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the Inviolable Place of Worship to the Far Distant Place

Glorified be He Who carried His servant by night from
of Worship the neighborhood whereof We have blessed

llah 45 and His Messenger # — with over ten verses of the Qur’an and
¢ -: A forty hadiths in praise of Syro-Palestine — left no doubt in the minds of
' %08 the early Muslims as to its superexcellence over all places on the face of
the earth, second only to Glorious Makka and Radiant Madina. The Prophet £ even taught that
Sham, in the merits of its people, will supplant the Hijaz; he specified that Allah Most High
gave a guarantee unique to Sham; he invoked blessings on Sham time and again; and he
counseled many who heard him to go to Sham, as reported from ‘Abd Allah ibn Hawala, ‘Abd
Allah ibn ‘Umar, Abi Umama al-Bahili, Mu‘awiya ibn Hayda al-Qushayri, Hudhayfa ibn Asid
al-Ghifari, Anas, Mu‘adh ibn Jabal, Aba Hurayra, Abu Dharr.... These facts impressed his
blessed Sahaba so much that five thousand of them later entered or emigrated to Syro-Palestine
according to Imam al-Walid ibn Muslim (d. 195),% and an untold number of 7abi ‘in. ‘Ata’ al-
Khurasani (d. 135) said: “When | decided to move, | consulted the learned in Makka, Madina,
Kufa, Basra, and Khurasan, asking them where they thought | should go with my dependents.
All of them said: “You must go to Syro-Palestine!””*

The Arabic word al-Sham is originally written and pronounced al-Sha’m and means “the
North” inrelation to the Hijaz, covering the lands of present-day Syria, Palestine, Lebanon, and
Jordan from the Euphrates to Sinai. Ka‘b al-Ahbar said: “Allah has blessed al-Sham from the
Euphrates to al-‘Arish [at the border of continental Egypt].”® Ibn ‘Asakir narrated from the
Tabi 7 Abu al-Aghdash that “al-Sham begins at Balis [East of Aleppo] and ends at ‘Arish Misr.”
Ibn Hibban gave the same definition.® The lexical and geographical inclusion of al-Qudus
(Jerusalem) in al-Sham in the language of the Arabs is established by the narration of Salman
al-Farisi questioning the Christians of Persia: “Where is the origin of your religion?” They
replied: “In al-Sham.”” In modern usage al-Sham often means old Damascus. The Arabic term
for the latter is Dimashg, which is also cited in the authentic hadith.

Allah 4 blessed the land of Syro-Palestine when He said:
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3In 1bn *Abd al-Salam, Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 25).
4Clted by 1bn ‘Abd al- Salim in Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 17).

In al-Suyuti, Mufhimat al-Aqran fi Mubhamat al-Qur-an (p. 21).

®In Ibn Hibban (16 294). Balis is sixty miles East of Aleppo, at the South-East bend of the Euphrates,
while ‘Arish Misr is the first Egyptian town on the side of Sham, on the Mediterranean coast as defined
|n Mu‘jam al-Buldan.

"Narrated as part of a very long hadith by Ahmad in his Musnad and al-Tabarani, both with sound chains
as stated by al-Haythami in Majma* al-Zawa 'id, and by al-Bazzar in his Musnad.
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{Glorified be He Who carried His servant by night from the Inviolable Place of Wor-

ship to the Far Distant Place of Worship the neighborhood whereof We have blessed,
that We might show him of Our tokens! Lo! He, only He, is the Nearer, the Seer} (17:2).

This tremendous event of the Night Journey followed by the Ascension to heaven (al-

Isra’ wal-Mi ‘raj) rank second only to the Qur’an among the stunning miracles (mu jizat) of
the Messenger of Allah .

I was brought the Buragq, a tall white beast, bigger than a donkey, smaller than a
mule. He could place his hooves at the farthest boundary of his gaze. | mounted it until
I arrived at the Hallowed House (Bayt al-Maqdis). | tied it at the ring where the Proph-
ets tied it before. | entered the mosque and prayed two rak‘as there.®
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Another narration of the hadith of isra’” and mi‘raj states that the following took place

during the Prophet’s & flight on top of the Buraq:

Gibril said: “Alightand pray.” After | did he said: “Do you know where you prayed?
You prayed in Tayba, where emigration is to take place.” Then he said: “Alight and
pray.” After | did, he said: “Do you know where you prayed? You prayed at the mount
of Sina” where Allah 3 spoke to Miisa.” Then he said: “Alight and pray.” After | did,
he said: “Do you know where you prayed? You prayed in Bayt Lahm, where ‘Isa %<&
was born.” Then | entered the Hallowed House and the Prophets were gathered up for
me. Gibril brought me forward and | led them in prayer.® Other versions add two rak‘as
“at Madyan (by the Red Sea near Tabiik), at the tree of Miisa <2 i.e. where he rested.

dej\dwuﬂ(‘w‘w}f"&}“ﬁ‘-‘j—’f&ﬁ@w‘u‘
Jw‘jjwurfj;wu@ﬂ@mW@ads@xsaw;j&;
&};&\J%;“J%WWJ\L;).MJWM

&;I;a;ﬁg;fu waluq};upwdf\ be@u‘“’wﬁ

8Narrated as part of a long hadith from Anas by Muslim and Ahmad.
®Narrated from from Anas by al-Nasa’1 cf. Ibn Kathir, Tafsir (3:6-7 gharib jiddan).
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In another narration the Prophet # said: “I saw myself among all the Prophets.... Then it
was time for the prayer and I led them in prayer.” *°
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The commentaries are unanimous in adducing the Prophet’s % reports whereby {the Far
Distant Place of Worship the neighborhood whereof We have blessed? is the Divine Sanc-
tuary in al-Qudus in Syro-Palestine.'! This is undoubtedly because of the presence of all the
Prophets there with the Seal of Prophets as their Imam, upon him and them blessings and peace,
before he proceeded to ascend to the heaven.

Ibn ‘Abbas said that Nuh %<& lived in Damascus and that he built his ark with wood from
Mount Lebanon. ‘Amr ibn al-Harith said: “Nih & made his ship in the Bekaa of Damascus
and cut its wood from Mount Lebanon.”*?

Allah ¥ also said:

<
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€O my people! Go into the holy land which Allah has ordained for you. Turn not in
flight, for surely you turn back as losers}? (5:21), meaning the holy land of Syro-Palestine.*®
Allah % said to Ibrahim <& when the latter climbed Mount Lebanon: “Look! Wherever your
sight reaches, is holy. This is the inheritance of your seed.”** The great Companion Abii Najih
al-‘Irbad ibn Sariya < said: “Did | not fear fame, | would give away my possessions and go
worship Allah in some valley of Lebanon until I die.”*®

ONarrated from Abii Hurayra by Muslim.
Ysee al-Suhayli, al-Ta ‘rif wa al-I‘lam fi ma Ubhima fi al-Qur'an min al-Asma’ wa al-A ‘lam (p. 96) and
the Tafsirs of Abu al-Su‘td (5:155), Ibn Kathir (3:22-24), al-Jalalayn (p. 365), al-Durr al-Manthir
£5:182, 5:195, 5:222), al-Tabari (15:5), al-Wahidi (2:627), al-Nahhas (4:119), etc.

2Both cited by al-Qurtubt’s Tafsir (9:31 and 9:43 Hiid verses 38 and 44).
Narrated by al-TabarT in his 7afstr (6:110) cf. Ibn ‘Atiyya, Tafsir (4:399), al-Zajjaj, al-Qurtubi, etc.
“Narrated from al-Kalbi by al-Baghawi, Ma ‘alim al-Tanzil (2:24) cf. al-Raz, al-Tafsir al-Kabir (3:398)
and al-Alasi, Rizh al-Ma ‘ani (6:106).
BNarrated by Ibn Sa‘d (4:276) cf. al-Dhahabi, Siyar 4 ‘lam al-Nubala’ (Fikr ed. 4:501).
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{And We caused the folk who were devised to inherit the eastern parts of the land and
the western parts thereof which We had blessed (7:137), meaning Syro-Palestine, as nar-
rated from the authorities in zafsir among the Tabi ‘in.*®

Allah % also said:
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{And We verily did allot unto the Children of Israel a beautiful abode (mubawwa’a
sidgin), and provided them with good things} (20:93). The Scholars of the Tabi in explained
the beautiful abode to mean Syro-Palestine.’

Allah ¥ also said:
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€And We rescued him [Ibrahim] and Lot (and brought them) to the land which We
have blessed for (all) peopIes} (21:71) meaning Syro-Palestine according to the Salaf as
reported by the commentators. 8

Allah ¥ also said:
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€And unto Solomon (We subduedgthe wind in its raging. It set by His command to-
ward the land which We had blessed? (21:81), meaning Syro-Palestine.® The Ulema said
this blessing consisted in the presence of the Prophets and Messengers as well as the abun-
dance of harvests and water.?

®Narrated from al-Hasan and Qatada by Abd al-Razzaq, ‘Abd ibn Humayd in his Musnad, al-TabarT in
his Tafsir, Ibn al-Mundhir, Ibn Abi Hatim, Aba al-Shaykh, and Ibn ‘Asakir as mentioned in al-Suyati’s
al-Durr al-Manthar and 1bn ‘Abd al-Salam in Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 13-14).

YNarrated from Qatada, al-Dahhak, and Ibn Zayd by Ibn al-Mundhir as stated by al-Suyiiti in Mufhimar
al-Agran fi Mubhamat al-Qur’an (p. 115) and Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam in Targhib Ahl al-Isiam (p. 14). See
the Tafsirs of Abu al-Su‘ad (4:174), al-Jalalayn (p. 281), al-Durr al-Manthir (4:389), al-Tabari (11:166-
167), ‘Abd al-Razzaq (2:297), Ibn al-Jawzi (4:62), al-Shawkani (2:485), al-Nahhas (3:316), etc.

8see the Tafsirs of Abii al-Su‘nid (6:77), Ibn Kathir (3:186), al-Jalalayn (p. 427), al-Durr al-Manthiir
(5:642-643), al-Tabart (11:166, 17:45-47), al-Qurtubi (11:305), al-Wahidi (2:720), Ibn al-Jawzi (5:368),
al-Shawkani (3:416), etc.

Bsee the Tufsirs of Abii al-Su‘nid (6:80), al-Jalalayn (p. 428), al-Tabari (17:55), al-Qurtubi (11:322), Ibn
al-Jawzi (5:370-374), al-Shawkani (3:419) etc.

20Ct. Ibn “Abd al-Salam, Targhib (p. 13).
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%And We set, between them and the towns which We had blessed, towns easy to be
seen, and We made the stage between them easy, (saying): Travel in them safely both by
night and day} (34:18). The early Scholars identified those blessed towns as the regions of
Syro-Palestine.?

Allah %£ also swore:
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{By the fig and the olive! By Mount Sina!} (95:1-2), meaning by “the fig” Damascus or
its [Umaw1] Mosque, or Mount Qasytn, and by “the olive” Jerusalem or its [Aqsa] Mosque, or
the Mount of the Olives, Sina also being in Sham.?? Each of these three symbols and the
places they stand for refers to a Prophet, respectively Ibrahim <&, ‘Isa %<&, and Miisa 8.

The mention of the “first gathering” (awwali al-hashr) in the verse:
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€He it is Who has caused those of the People of the Scripture who disbelieved to go
forth from their homes unto the first gathering} (59:2) is an allusion to the second and the
final gathering, both of which take place in Syro-Palestine.?® Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Whoever
doubts that the place of the gathering of resurrection (ard al-mahshar) is right here in al-Sham,
let him read this verse.”?*

Allah % mentioned the land of refuge for ‘Isa ibn Maryam %<8 and his mother in the verse:
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Zsee the Tafsirs of Aba al-Su‘did (7:128), Ibn Kathir (3:534), al-Tha‘alibi (3:244), al-Jalalayn (p. 566),
al-Durr al-Manthir (6:692), al-Tabart (22:83-84), al-Qurtubi (14:289), al-Wahidi (2:882), Mujahid
£2:525), Ibn al-Jawzi (6:448), al-Shawkani (4:321), al-Nahhas (5:410) etc.

%See Ibn ‘Asakir (1:215-217, 2:237, 63:251) and the Tafsirs of Abi al-Su‘nid (9:174), Ibn Kathir (4:527),
al-Jalalayn (p. 813), al-Durr al-Manthir (8:554-555 citing ‘Abd al-Razzaq, ‘Abd ibn Humayd, al-
Tabari, Ibn Ab1 Hatim, Ibn ‘Asakir, Ibn al-Daris, Ibn al-Mundhir, and Sa‘id ibn Manstr), al-Tabart
(30:239), ‘Abd al-Razzaq (3:382), al-Qurtubt (20:111), al-Wahidi (2:1214), al-Baydawi (5:505), Ibn al-
Jawzi (9:168-170), al-Shawkani (5:464-465), etc. cf. Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bar7 (8:713) and Aba ‘Ubayd al-
Baki’s Mu‘jam ma Ustu‘jam (3:898).

Z3see the Tafstrs of al-Jassas (5:316), Abii al-Su‘iid (8:225), al-Tha‘alibi (4:281-282), al-Jalalayn (p. 730),
al-Durr al-Manthur (1:730), al-Tabari (28:28-29), ‘Abd al-Razzaq (3:282), al-Qurtubi (18:2), al-Wahidi
(2:1080), 1bn al-Jawzi (8:204), al-Shawkani (5:195, 5:199), etc. and al-Hakim (1990 ed. 2:525). See also
the report cited below (#0).

“Narrated by Ibn Ab1 Hatim in his Tafsir as cited in that of Ibn Kathir (4:333).
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{And We made the son of Mary and his mother a portent, and We gave them refuge
on a height (rabwa), a place of flocks and water sprmgs} (23:50). This land of refuge was
Damascus or, more specifically, itsrivers according to Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Abd Allah ibn Salam, Sa‘id
ibn al-Musayyab, al-Hasan al-BastT, and Khalid ibn Ma‘dan.?
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{Many—columned Iram, The like of which was not created in the lands} (89:7-8) was
explained by Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyab, ‘Ikrima, Khalid ibn Ma‘dan, al-Magbiri, Bishr ibn al-
Harith and others to refer to Syro-Palestine.?
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{If Allah had not repelled some men by others the earth would have been corrupted
(2:251) was explained by the authorities of Qur’anic commentary to refer to the Substitutes (al-
abdal) who are in Syro-Palestine and through whom Allah 4 grants benefits to the world.?’

Visitation Grounds of the Holy Prophets

The Prophets abound in Syro-Palestine. It is related from ‘Abd Allah ibn Salam <« that the
lands of Syro-Palestine contain the graves of 1,700 Prophets while Makhal numbered at 500
the tombs of Prophets in Damascus alone. Aba al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Abi Bakr ibn ‘Alf al-Harawi
(d. 611) in al-Isharat ila Amakin al-Ziyarat (“Guideposts to the Visitation Sites”), Ibn al-
Hawrani [‘Uthman ibn Ahmad al-Suwaydi] (d. 1117) in Ziyarat al-Sham (“Places of Visitation
in Syro-Palestine”), Ahmad ibn ‘Alf ibn ‘Umar al-Manini (d. 1172) in al-1‘lam bi-Fada il al-
Sham (“The Excellence of Syro-Palestine™), and others listed some of their believed locations:

The Prophet £ One magam in al-Qadam (Damascus), another in Busra (Hawran)
Adam <8 Mount Qasyiin in Damascus

Hawwa’ ..k [Eve] Lived in the village of Bayt Lihya,?® Ghiita of Damascus

Habil x<8 [Abel] Mount Qasyain in Damascus

Shith &) Bekaa valley

BCE. bn Abt Shayba (6:409) with a sound chain to Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyab, al-TabarﬁnT with the same in
al-Kabir (9:20), Ibn ¢ Asakir (1:216) with his chain to Khalid ibn Ma‘dan, al-Suytti in Mufhamat al-Aqran
(p. 148), al-Haythami (7:72), Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam in Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 27), and the Tafsirs of Abu
al-Su‘iid (6:137), lon Kathir (3:247), al Thawri (p. 216), eﬁ Durr al-Manthiir (6:101-102), al- Tabari (18:26),
‘Abd al-Razzaq (3:45), al-Qurtubi (12:126), al-Wahidi (2:748), Ibn al-Jawzi (5:476), al-Shawkani
(3:486-487), al-Nahhas (4:461-462), Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi in Fada il al-Sham (p. 50), etc. as
well as Yaqiit’s Mu‘jam al-Buldan (2:464) and al-BakiT’s Mu jam ma Ustu ‘jam (2:637). One narration of
this commentary has a chain from Ibn al-Musayyab up to ‘Abd Allah ibn Salam. Ibn Abt ‘Asim in his ‘Ilal
(2:65-66) argued that none of the authorities went further than Ibn al-Musayyab but al-Ramahurmuzi in al-
Muhaddith al-Fasil (p. 475) does narrate it with his chain up to ‘Abd Allah ibn Salam and both Ibn Kathir
in his Tafsir (3:247) and al-Qurtubi in his (12:126) mention Ibn Salam’s narration. Another narration raises
this commentary to the Prophet # from Abti Umama as narrated by Ibn ‘Asakir in Tarzkh Dimashq
(1:192), Tammam al-Razi in al-Fawa 'id (2:11), al-Raba‘1 in Fada il al-Sham wa Dimashq (p. 37), al-Durr
al-Manthiir (5:8), and al-Ajlani in Kashf al-Khafa’ (1:544). Its chain is very weak due to Maslama ibn
‘All who is discarded as a narrator (matrik) for narrating forgeries.

ZNarrated from al-Magbiri by al-TabarT in his Tafsir (30:111), from Khalid ibn Ma‘dan and Sa‘id ibn al-
Musayyab by Ibn ‘Asakir (1:216-217) cf. the Tafsirs of al-Baghawi (4:482), Ibn Kathir (4:508), etc.

Cf al-Qurtubt (3:259), Ibn Kathir (1:304), al-Suyati, al-Durr al-Manthir (1:765).

B¢t Yaqat, Mu‘jam al-Buldan (1:522). There is also one such locality in Gaza.



Ibrahim & Al-Khalil (Hebron); magams in Barza (Damascus) and Ba‘labakk

Lt % Barza, Damascus, near Ibrahim’s magam

Ilyas 52 Qabb Ilyas in the Bekaa

Ayyiub &) Hawran outside Damascus, between Nawa and the Golan

Masa gk Maydan al-Hasa, al-Qadam (Damascus); maqgam, Bariyyat a-Quds
Hud <8 South of the Umawi Mosque or at the grave of Mu‘awiya «

The Tribes Citadel of Ba‘labakk

Dhiil-Kifl s Nablus or Mount Qasyan in Damascus.

Zakariyya <2 Aleppo or Umawi Mosque in Damascus

Yahya g8 Umawi Mosque, beneath the basket-shaped pillar

‘Isa and Maryam ;i Magam in Mount Qasyiin and al-Rabwa where they sought refuge
The hadith Scholar of Damascus Al-*Ajlant (d. 1162) said in Kashf al-Khafa’:

Imam Muhammad [ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn “Ali ibn
Yusuf al-Dimashqi] al-Jazari (d. 833) said: “There is no authentic designation of any
Prophet’s grave other than our Prophet £ although the grave of Ibrahim the Friend &)
is in that town [al-Khalil], but not in the spot alleged.” Anyone that denies that the
grave of our Prophet # is in Madina at the specified spot commits kufr, while he does
not commit kufr if he denies the designation of any other spot as the grave of a Pro-
phet, even Ibrahim. But one who denies that the latter is in his well-known town, is an
innovator (mubtadi®).

Magam al-Nabi Musa <& lies 30 km. East of Jerusalem in an area called Bariyyat al-Qudus,
where in ancient times monks and hermits came to meditate in the silence of the wilderness.
The magam is considered holy by Muslims (the Jews believe Nabi Masa ¥<8 is buried at Mount
Nebo, in what is now Jordan), and has been the site of an annual pilgrimage (mawsim) at least
since the time of Salah al-Din al-Ayyiibi who liberated Jerusalem from the crusaders in the
12th century Ac. The main body of the present shrine (mosque, minaret and some rooms) was
completed in AC1269 during the reign of the Mamltak Sultan Baybars who bequeathed a wagf
to support the magam. In time this waqf became the largest in Palestine. Additional rooms
were built till Ac1475 and the Ottoman rulers restored the magam in 1820. The annual pil-
grimage is considered partly a response to crusader times when Muslims were banned from en-
tering Jerusalem. Hence the Nabi Musa pilgrimage became both a (temporary) alternative and
a response to the Christian occupation of al-Quds. It took place during Easter week, when
Muslims (after the liberation of al-Quds from the crusaders) prayed at al-Aqgsa on Good Friday
and then marched from Jerusalem to the magam. Celebrations continued for five days around
the shrine. In 1930, the British army came in to quell anti-zionist demonstrations and in 1937,
the British banned celebrations. After Israeli occupation began in 1967, the magam was handed
back to the Islamic Waqf in 1973 and the pilgrimage was observed once, in 1987, when 50,000
Palestinians attended a mawsim organized by the Muslim Waqgf after 50 years. Thereafter it
was halted by the outbreak of the intifada. The Oslo accord of 1992 placed the magam under
the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority and the Islamic Wagf. A Palestinian family from
Jericho lives on the site and looks after it.?

Visitation Grounds of the Companions and Other Early Muslims

BInformation in this paragraph was provided by Dr. Nasra Hasan.
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The following are some of the famous Companions and Successors whose remains (darih),
station (magam), or shrine/cenotaph (mazar, mashhad) are found in the lands of Syro-Palestine
according to al-Harawi, Ibn al-Hawrani, al-Manini, al-‘Imadi and others:

‘Abd Allah ibn Mas‘td fought in Syro-Palestine but died in Madina

‘Abd Allah ibn Rawaha the poet of the Prophet #&: with Zayd ibn Haritha

‘Abd Allah ibn Umm Maktiim:*® Damascus, Bab al-Saghir not far from Mu‘awiya

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abti Bakr al-Siddiq: Marj al-Dahdah, North Damascus

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Khalid ibn al-Walid: with his father

Abii al-Darda’ and his wife: South of Bab al-Saghir

Abti al-Darda’’s prayer-room in the Damascus citadel

Abti Marthad Kannaz ibn al-Husayn: outside East Damascus between Halfabalta and Bayt Ranis
Abii Muslim al-Khawlani®! [‘Abd Allah ibn Thuwab the unburnable Yemeni Tabi 7]: Darayya
Abt Sulayman al-Darani [‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Atiyya]: Darayya

Abii ‘Ubayda [‘Amiribn ‘Abd Allah] ibn akJarrah: Baysan vale, Palestine (died of the plague)
Abi ‘Ubayda’s prayer-room: mosque that bears his name outside Bab al-Jabiya, Damascus
Abti Umama al-Bahili: Hims

Abt Yazid al-Bistam1’s magam and prayer-room: Bahdaliyya outside Damascus

‘Amir ibn Malik brother of Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas: said to be in the Maghara Jii‘iyya, Qasyiin
‘Amr ibn ‘Abasa: Hims

Aws ibn Aws al-Thagafi, one of Ahl al-Suffa: Bab al-Saghir near the Madrasa Sabuiniyya
Al-Awza‘1 the Imam: South Beirut

Bilal al-Habashi the muezzin of the Prophet #: with Abu al-Darda’

Dhii al-Niin al-Misri: Western Bab al-Saghtr, steps from Ibn al-Qayyim’s grave

Dihya ibn Khalifa al-Kalbi the Handsome: Western al-Mizza (outskirt of Damascus)

Dirar ibn al-Azwar al-Kindi, Khawla’s brother: Damascus, Bab Sharqi, Mahallat al-Jazma’
Fadala ibn ‘Ubayd: with Abt al-Darda’

Hafsa the sister of Mu‘adh ibn Jabal: Ba‘labakk

Harmala ibn Wa’il: Damascus, Shuhada’ Mosque, Salihiyya near the Parliament building
Harmala ibn Zayd al-Ansari : outside East Damascus, left of the way to al-Ghiita above Mahafir
Hujr ibn ‘Adi al-Kindt: killed by Mu‘awiya at Marj ‘Adhra’, al-Aqsab mosque, North Damascus
Al-Husayn’s blessed head established to have been brought to Skam: Damascus, Bab al-Faradis
‘Iyad ibn Ghanm ibn Zuhayr, one of the First Emigrants: with Khalid ibn al-Walid

Jabir ibn Mas‘tid: next to Harmala ibn Wa’il

Ja‘far al-Tayyar ibn Abi Talib: with Zayd ibn Haritha

Ka‘b ibn Mati* (Ka‘b al-Ahbar): Hims

Khalid ibn Ma‘dan ibn Abi Karib al-Kila‘1 the saintly 7abi 7 Imam of Sham: Hims

Khalid ibn al-Walid and his wife: Hims, in the mosque that bears his name

Kannaz: see Abii Marthad

Khawla bint al-Azwar al-Kindiyya the 7abi ‘T warrior: Damascus, near Bab Tuma

Makhiil the peerless Nubian or Afghani 7abi ‘7 Imam of Sham: Damascus, Bab al-Saghir
Mu‘adh ibn Jabal the Beloved: Shifa’ al-Ghawr, village of al-Qusayr (died of the plague at 38)
Mu‘awiya ibn Abi Sufyan al-Qurashi al-Umawi: Bab al-Saghir claimed as the grave of Hud <&l
Mu‘awiya ibn Yazid ibn Mu‘awiya ibn Abi Sufyan the pious, ruled forty days: near Bab al-Saghir
Mudrik ibn Zyad al-Fazari: Between Rawiya and Hujayra, Ghiita

30Af‘flrmed by ‘12z al-Din al-‘Arabi al-Katib1 in al-Rawdat al-Bahiyya fi Fada’il Dimashq al-Mahmiyya.

30ne of those listed by Abii Nu‘aym and others as “The Eight Ascetics” ‘Amir ibn ‘Abd Qays al-
Hadrami, Abu Muslim al-Khawlani, Uways al-Qarani, al-Rabi‘ Ibn Khathyam, al-Aswad ibn Yazid,
Masriiq, Sufyan al-Thawri, and al-Hasan al-Basr1 — mostly Yemenis and Iragis.
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Musa‘id (“Helper” —an unnamed Companion): next to Harmala ibn Wa’il and Jabir ibn Mas‘ad
Al-Nu‘man ibn Bashir al-Ansar and his two BadrT parents: outside Hims

Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubada al-AngarT al-Khazraji: al-Mantha in al-Ghtita outside Damascus
Prostration-station of ‘Umar and ‘Ali: Damascus, Eastern Umaw1 Mosque

Rugayya al-Sughra (?): North of al-Husayn’s mosque.

Rugayyaal-Kubra daughter of ‘Aliand al-Sahba’: in Egypt near Sayyida Nafisa, not in Sham
Safi ibn Shukr al-Shaybant: killed and buried with Hujr ibn ‘Adi

Safina (Mihran) the Mawia of the Prophet £: Hims

Sahl ibn al-Rabi‘ al-Angari: Bab al-Saghir

Samura or Sabura ibn Fatik al-Asadi: Bab al-Saghir

Sham‘iin ibn Zayd ibn Khanafa al-Azdi: Bab al-Saghir

Sharik ibn Shaddad al-Hadram: killed and buried with Hujr ibn ‘Adt

Shurahbil ibn Hasana: Damascus, Bab Sharqi, near Bab Tuma

Stall (maqgsizra) of the Companions: Umawi Mosque

Suhayb ibn Sinan al-Rum1 al-Badri: Midan al-Hasa outside Damascus

Sukayna bint al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib: Bab al-Saghir

Tamim al-Dart: village of Muraniyya in Darayya, outside Damascus

Thawban the Mawla of the Prophet #: Hims

Ubay ibn Ka‘b al-Khazraji al-Badri al-AnsarT: Damascus, Bab Sharqi

‘Ubayd Allah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab: with Khalid ibn al-Walid

‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-Aziz: Dayr Sam‘an, near Hims

Unnamed Companions: four Killed and buried with Hujr ibn ‘Adi, one with Harmala and Jabir
Uways al-Qarani: Bab al-Saghir according to al-Manini citing al-Busrawi’s Tuhfat al-Anam
Al-Walid ibn ‘Abd al-Malik who built the Umawi and the Dome of the Rock: near Mu‘awiya
Wathila ibn al-Asqa‘: Bab al-Saghir

Zayd ibn Haritha: Mu’ta, Jordan where he was martyred with Ja‘far al-Tayyar and Ibn Rawaha
Zaynab (Sayyida) Umm Kulthtim bint ‘Alf the wife of ‘Umar: Qabr al-Sitt, Rawiya, Ghita

Al-Manini cited al-Harawi’s statement that it is also said that Bab al-Saghir contains a
collective burial ground for three of the wives of the Prophet % together with the following:

‘Ali ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn al-‘ Abbas

‘Ali ibn Sulayman ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn al-‘Abbas and his wife Umm al-Hasan bint Ja‘far
Fidda the slave-girl of the Lady Fatima the daughter of the Prophet %

Khadija bint Zayn al-‘Abidin ‘Al ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Al1 ibn Abi Talib

Sahl ibn al-Hanzaliyya

Umm al-Hasan bint Hamza ibn Ja‘far al-Sadiq

Umm al-Hasan bint Ja‘far ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Alf ibn Ab1 Talib

However, Imam AbtG Shama in his al-Dhayl ‘ala Kitab al-Rawdatayn fi Akhbar al-
Dawlatayn states that most of the Magams of Ahl al-Bayt in Syro-Palestine are inauthentic.

Visitation Grounds of Some of the Great Saints and Scholars®

32plthough the Prophets and Awliya’ of the Salaf are the greatest human beings ever to tread the earth,
yet the author asks Allah forgiveness for the brevity of this particular section in light of the vast number
and immense standing of these spiritual Masters whose attributes are described, among other sources, in
al-Qad1 Yusuf al-Nabhani’s encyclopedia of the Saints titled Jami * Karamat al-Awliya’.
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‘Abd Allah al-Daghistani our Teacher’s Teacher: Qasytn, up from Shaykh Muhyt al-Din

‘Abd al-Ghani al-NabulusT: near Shaykh Muhyi al-Din and also author of hundreds of books
‘Abd al-Hakim al-Afghani al-Nagshbandi the learned, ascetic Hanafi Fagih: with al-Haskafi
‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jaza’irT al-Idrisi the Emir and Mujahid (grave): next to Shaykh Muhyt al-Din
Abti al-Bayan al-Qurashi Qutb of the Bayaniyya and friend of Shaykh Arslan: Bab al-Saghir
Abi Sha‘r wa-Sh‘ir Abu Bakr Taqt al-Din al-Hanbali: Bab Saghir, facilitates memorization
Abu Shama al-Maqdisi: Marj al-Dahdah, North Damascus

Abt al-Wafa al-Mawsili al-Jawni Muhammad al-Fadl ibn Barakat the Sayyid: Bab Saghir
‘Aqil al-Manbiji: Halab, one of those reputed to possess tasarruf from the grave.

Arba‘in (“Forty”) i.e. Prophets or Saints: Qasyiin. A grotto used for retreats for centuries.
Arslan al-Turkmani al-Dimashqt: Bab Tama with disciple Abi ‘Amir and servant Abi al-Majd
Badr al-Din al-Hasani al-Marrakushi the ascetic Master of hadith Masters: Bab Saghir with wife
Al-BalisT Abtu Bakr ibn Qawwam: West Qasytn

Al-Biti Mulla Ramadan the weeping scholarly ascetic, father of Dr. Sa‘id: next to al-Ghalayini
Al-Dhahabi the peerless Imam of Hadith Mastership and historian: Bab Saghir

Al-Ghalayini Ibrahim saintly mufti of Qatana caliph of ‘Isa al-Kurdt al-Nagshbandi: Bab Saghir
Al-Habbal Rashid al-Sabsabi al-Rifa‘T al-Masawi al-Husayni: Bab Saghir

Al-Haskafi Aba ‘Abd Allah Mufti, authored the Hanafi manual al-Durr al-Mukhtar: Bab Saghir
Hayat ibn Qays al-Harrani: Harran, a major wal7 reputed to possess tasarruf from the grave.*
Al-Hisni Taqt al-Din the Ascetic seen in Hajj and Jihad while at home: Damascus, Qubaybat
Ibn ‘Abidin the major Faqih and student of Mawlana Khalid: Bab Saghir near al-Haskafi

Ibn ‘Arabi al-Shaykh al-Akbar Muhyi al-Din al-Ta’1: Mosque at the foot of Mount Qasyiin®*
Ibn ‘Asakir Abu al-Qasim the Imam of Hadith: Bab al-Saghir, public square

Ibn Kathir al-BasrT al-Qurashi the peerless Scholar of Tafsir and Hadith: near Ibn Taymiyya
Ibn Malik Jamal al-Din al-Nahwi (d. 672): Qasytin up from the Hana@bila Mosque or Bab Saghir
Ibn Nih ‘Abd al-Rahman mufti of Damascus and al-Nawaw1’s teacher: Sufi cemetary

Ibn Qudama Abt al-* Abbas and his son Aba ‘Umar: Qasytin unmarked rock 6 ft. behind Ibn Malik
Ibn Qudama Abi Muhammad Muwaffaq al-Din: Center of al-Rawda, Damascus

Ibn al-Salah al-Kurdi the great Hadith Master: Stfi cemetary, Western Damascus

Ibn Taymiyya Ahmad al-Harrani: SGfT cemetary

Ibrahim al-Kaisa Muhammad Salim student of Badr al-Din and Amin al-Zamalkani: Bab Saghir
Jundul al-Manini: Manin outside Damascus

Al-Kattani Muhammad Makki ibn Muhammad Ja“far, father of Muhammad Fatih: Bab Saghir
Khalid al-Nagshbandi: East Qasyiin (green dome) with disciple Isma‘l (both died of the plague)
Mahmiud Fa’iz al-Dayr ‘Ata’t al-Himsi the Master of experts in canonical readings: Bab Saghir
Al-Maktabi Ahmad al-Husayni who served Badr al-Din al-Hasani and others: Bab Saghir
Al-Nawawi Shaykh al-Islam Muhyial-Din Yahya ibn Sharaf: Nawa (Dar*a) 1 hr. from Damascus
Niir al-Din ZankT al-Shahid al-HanafT the pious sultan: in the Qal‘a of Damascus

Al-Qtinawi the Hanafi Imam: Sifi cemetary

Rukn al-Din al-Malik al-Salih: Rukniyya Mosque, Shamdin, foot of Mount Qasytn

Yusuf ibn Isma‘il al-Nabhani the peerless Scholar and Qadt of Beirut: Beirut, al-Basta
Al-Zamzami Muhammad son and student of al-Hafiz Muhammad Ja‘far al-Kattani: Bab Saghir

It is recommended for the newcomer to Syro-Palestine to supplicate for one’s needs upon
arrival.

B Also said of Ma‘riif al-Karkh and Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir in Baghdad.
%Ibn “Arabi said in his Wasaya: “My Muslim Brother! If you can live and die in Syro-Palestine, do so.”
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Forty Hadiths on the Excellence of Syro-Palestine & Its Pegple

our Master Muhammad — upon him and his House the blessings and peace of Allah! —

called Syro-Palestine the purest of the lands of Allah 4%, the place where Religion, be-
lief, and safety are found in the time of dissension, the last home of the Saints for whose sake
Allah Most Exalted sends sustenance to the people and victory to the Believers over their ene-
mies, and the capital of the final Rightly-Guided Caliphate before the Rising of the Hour.

T he Last Prophet and Messenger of Allah, perfect pearl and paragon of created beings,

The following is a list of the most authentic hadiths relevant to the excellence of this holy
country, gathered from the works of the hadith Masters of Damascus, chiefly the Hafiz Abi al-
Hasan ‘Alf ibn al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf al-Raba‘T (363-436), the Imam and Hafiz Abi al-Qasim ‘Al1
ibn al-Hasan ibn Hibat Allah, known as Ibn ‘Asakir (499-571), the Hafiz Shams al-Din Mu-
hammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi (705-744), and the great Imam and Hafiz of Khurasan,
Abii Sa‘d ‘Abd al-Karim ibn Muhammad ibn Mansir al-Sam‘ani (506-562) — Allah have mercy
on all of them! These hadiths were selected on the basis of their strength, verified through the
reliable experts, and translated as carefully as possible in the hope of obtaining the Prophet’s
# intercession and testimony on the Day of Resurrection, which he promised to those who
would record and preserve for the Community forty narrations of import to their Religion and
to the Sunna. This promise of the Prophet # comes through several Companions.

Syro-Palestine is of the greatest importand must be central to our Religion in this dark time.
The sacred home of the Prophets and Saints, no doubt, prepares for a momentous, irresistible
event. Perhaps, this work will help convey the intensity with which the Messenger of Allah £
foretold its signs and timeline in this best of lands after the Two Noblest Sanctuaries. May
Allah Most High grant that the present work keep faith with its noble sources and reflect for
you, dear reader, some of the sublimity of the discourse of His Beloved Prophet # who said:

“Allah brighten the face of His servant who hears my saying, records it, remembersiit,
and transmits it! A carrier of knowledge (hamil figh) might not be truly knowledgeable
(ghayru fagqih) himself. One may carry knowledge to another who is more knowledge-
able than him.”%
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A mass-transmitted (mutawatir) hadith beginning with the words naddar Allahu imri‘an (May Allah
brighten the face = grant prosperity and felicity) and narrated in the Sunan and elsewhere from (1) Zayd
ibn Thabit; (2) Jubayr ibn Mut‘im; (3) Anas; (4) Abu Sa‘id al-Khudr; (5) Aba al-Darda’; (6) ‘Umayr ibn
Qatada al-Laytht; (7) al-Nu‘man ibn Bashir; (8) Jabir; (9) Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas; (10) Ibn Mas‘tad; (11)
Bashir ibn al-Nu‘man; (12) Mu‘adh ibn Jabal; (13) Aba Qirfasa; (14) Rabi‘a ibn ‘Uthman al-Taymi; (15)
Ibn ‘Umar; (16) Zayd ibn Khalid al-Juhani; (17) ‘A’isha; (18) Abt Hurayra; and (19) Shayba ibn ‘Uthman.
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1. The Pole-Saint — Qutb — of Syro-Palestine, the pious, ascetic, most learned, scrupulously
Godwary, accomplished Jurisprudent and Hadith Master, the impeccable Shaykh al-Islam
by the unanimity of the people of the Sunna of the Prophet %, fearless before kings, lordly
and chaste, who died young yet became the principal authority in the later Shafi‘T School,
“the standard-bearer of the Friends of God” (al-Dhahabi) who said of himself, “Allah &
has blessed me in the right use of my time,” Sayyidi wa Mawlay, Imam Muhyi al-Din
Yahya ibn Sharaf ibn Mira Abii Zakariyya AL-NAWAWI *® al-Hizami al-Hawrani al-Shafi‘T
(631-676), named after his original town of Nawa near Damascus — Allah have mercy on
him, bless him, and reward him on behalf of every Muslim! — said in the opening of his
Forty-Hadith manual —the most famous and God-approved of its kind in the Umma:

It is related from the Commander of the Believers Abu Hafs ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab
— Allah be well-pleased with him! — that he said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah say
— Allah bless and greet him and his Family!: ‘Actions count only according to in-
tentions. To each only what he intended! Whoever flees to Allah and His Mes-
senger, his flight is to Allah and His Messenger; and whoever flees to the at-
tainment of a worldly goal or in order to marry a woman, then his flight is
only to what he fled to.””
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Muslim al-Qushayri al-Naysabiiri, narrated it in their two collections of sound hadith
[al-Sahihayn] which are the soundest of all hadith compilations.

Imams al-BukharT and ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Mahdi said: “Whoever compiles a book, let
him begin with the hadith, ‘Deeds are only according to intentions.’”%

%pronounced both Nawawr and Nawawr, the latter after his native town of Nawa, the former according
to the autograph spelling of his name.
3'Narrated by al-Khatib in al-Jami ‘ li Akhlaq al-Rawi (2:463 #1984-1985).
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Imam al-Shafi‘T said: “The hadith, ‘Deeds are only according to intentions,” pertains to
seventy different sub-headings of jurisprudence.”®

Imam Abt Dawiad said: “The entire Law revolves around four hadiths: ‘The lawful is clear
as day and the unlawful is clear as day,” ‘Deeds are according to intentions,” “Whatever |
forbade you, avoid it; and whatever | ordered you, do it to the extent that you can,” and ‘Let
there be neither harm done nor harm reciprocated’ (la darar wa la dirar).” Another version
mentions that he added a fifth hadith: “Truly, Religion is nothing but sincere faithfulness: to
Allah; to His Book; and to His Messenger, the leaders of the Muslims and their multitude.”®

Umm Anas said: “I came to the Prophet # and said: “Allah place you in the uppermost
companionship of Paradise and may | be there with you! Messenger of Allah, teach me a good
deed which | could practice regularly!” The Prophet £ said: “Establish the prayer, for that is
the greatest/best jihad (a‘zam/afdal al-jikad); abandon sins, for that is the best migration; and
remember Allah much, for that is the best deed that you could meet Allah with.”*

‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr said that the Prophet # said: “The Muslim is he from whose tongue
and hand Muslims are safe, and the true emigrant is he who abandons once and for all what
Allah has forbidden.”** He also reported that the Prophet £ said: “The best migration consists
in abandoning what Allah detests.”*?
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®Narrated from al-Rabi ibn Sulayman by al-Khatib in al-Jami * (2:442-443 #1955).

%Respectively narrated (i) from al-Nu‘man ibn Bashir in the Sahihayn and Sunan; (ii) from ‘Umar in the
Sahihayn; (iii) from Abt Hurayra by Muslim, al-Nasa’1, and Ahmad; (iv) from Yahya ibn ‘Umara, Ibn
‘Abbas and ‘Ubada ibn al-Samit by Ibn Majah and Ahmad; (v) from Abi Hurayra by al-Tirmidh (hasan
sahih), al-Nasa’1, and Ahmad; Tamim by Muslim, Abii Dawild, and al-Nasa’1; Ibn ‘Umar by al-Bazzar,
and Thawban by al-Bukhari in al-Tarikh al-Kabir.

40Al-Tabarani narrated it in al-Kabir (25:129 and 25:149) and al-Awsat (7:21 and 7:51) with a good chain
cf. al-Mundhiri, Targhib (1997 ed. 2:257), al-Haythami (10:75), and Isaba (8:167).

“INarrated by al-Bukhari, al-Nasa’1, Aba Dawid, and Ahmad; from Fadala ibn ‘Ubayd by Ibn Majah and
Ahmad; and from Anas by Ahmad.

“2Narrated from by al-Nasa’1 and Ahmad with a sound chain and from Jabir by Ahmad with a weak chain.
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2. Zayd ibn Thabit said: “We were with the Prophet #, compiling the Qur’an from pieces of
cloth (nu’allifu al-Qur’ana min al-riga ‘) when the Prophet £ said: ‘Great blessing (ya tiiba)
to Syro-Palestine, great blessing to Syro-Palestine, great blessing to Syro-Palestine!” We
asked why and he replied: ‘Because the angels of the Merciful spread their wings over it!””4
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Imam Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam said: “This shows that Allah # has put angels in charge of
guarding and protecting Syro-Palestine. This is in agreement Wlth the hadith of ‘Abd Allah
ibn Hawala [#5] stating that they [the people of Sham] are under His guarantee and care.”*

3. Anas ibn Malik said that the Prophet # looked toward Iraq, Sham, and Yemen then said:
“O Allﬁh' Bring their hearts over to Your obedience and relieve them of their burdens.”*®
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“*3Narrated from Zayd ibn Thabit al-Ansart by al-Tirmidhi (hasan gharib); Ahmad with two chains, one of
which is sound according to Ibn al-Qayyim in his commentary on Abii Dawiid’s Sunan (7:115), the other
is a fair chain because of ‘Abd Allah ibn Lahi‘a; al-Hakim (2:229; 1990 ed. 2:249 sahih and al-Dhahabi
concurred); al-Bayhaqf in the Shu*ab (2:432); Ibn Abi Shayba (4: 218 6:409); Ibn Hibban (16:293) with a
sound chain meeting Muslim’s criterion per al-Arna’iit; and al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (5:158 #4935) with a
sound chain per al-Mundhirf in al-Targhib wal-Tarhib (4:107 #4515=1997 ed. 4:30) and al-Haythami
glO 60). Ibn *Abd al-Hadi cited it in Fada il al-Sham (p. 60) and said isnaduhu ‘ala shart al-sahih.

Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam, Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 21).

“*Narrated from Anas by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (5:116 #4790), al-Awsat (3:234 #3015), and al- -Saghir
(1:173 #273) with a chain of trustworthy narrators cf. al-Haythami (10:57). Cited by al-MagqdisT in al-
Mukhtara (5:175-176 #1798-1799) and al-Sam‘ani in al-Tahbir (1:182) and Fada ‘il al-Sham (p. 38-39 #9).
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4. From Nafi‘, from Ibn ‘Umar, the Prophet # said: “O Allah, bless us in our Sham and our
Yaman!” Some said: “Messenger of Allah! And our Najd!” He did not reply but repeated:
“O Allah, bless us in our Sham and our Yaman!” They said: “Messenger of Allah! And
our Najd!” He did not reply but again said: “O Allah, bless us in our Sham and our
Yaman!” They said: “Messenger of Allah! And our Najd!” He said: “Thence shall come
great upheavals and dissensions, and from it shall issue the side of the head of Shaytan.”®
One version adds: “And in it [our East] are nine tenths of all evil.”
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**Narrated from Ibn ‘Umar by al-Bukharf, al-Tirmidhi (hasan sahzh gharib), and Ahmad.
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Five of the Companions who reported narrations on the excellence of Syro-Palestine from
the Messenger of Allah # hail from Yemen: Ka‘b ibn ‘Iyad al-Ash‘ari, Abti Umama al-Bahili
[al-Sad1ibn ‘Ajlan], Abt Hurayra al-Dawsi, Salama ibn Nufayl, and Thawban the Mawla of the
Prophet #. Among the Yemeni Tabi‘in are Ka‘b al-Ahbar ibn Mati‘ al-Himyari, ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn ‘A’ish al-Hadrami — both may have seen the Prophet # —, Jubayr ibn Nufayr, and
Kathir ibn Murra. It is established that the Prophet % said: “The best of men are the people of
Yemen, belief is Yemeni, and | am Yemeni.”*’
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Among the Yements the Prophet # praised the Ash‘arls in particular. Upon revelation of
the verse €{Allah shall bring a people whom He loves and who love Him} (5:54), the
Prophet # pointed to Abii Miisa al-Ash‘ari < and said: “They are that man’s People.”*
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*’See note 108.

*Narrated from ‘Iyad al-Ash‘ari by Ibn Sa‘d (4:107), Ibn AbT Shayba (6:387), al-Hakim (2:313=1990 ed.
2:342 sahih by Muslim’s criterion, al-Dhahabi concurring), al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (17:371) through
Sahih narrators cf. al-Haythami (7:16), and al-Khatib in his Tarikh (2:39).
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The Prophet # also said to the Ansar: “Tomorrow shall come to you a people more sensi-
tive in their hearts towards Islam than you.” Then the Ash‘aris came — Abli Musa was with
them.*® On their approach to Madina they sang poetry, saying: “Tomorrow we meet our
beloved ones, Muhammad and his group!” Anas said: “When they arrlved they began to shake
hands with the people and they were the first to innovate hand-shaking.”®
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Thenthe Prophet £ said: “The people of al-Yaman have come to you, most sensitive in their
souls, softest of hearts! Belief is from al-Yaman, wisdom is from al-Yaman! Pride and arro—
gance are found among the camel-owners; tranquility and dignity among the sheep-owners.”®
“Accept the glad tidings, people of al-Yaman! for the Bani Tamim did not accept them.”
They said: “We accept, Messenger of Allah!”®? “They [the Ash‘aris] are part of me and I am
part of them.”*® “The Ash‘aris among people are like a precious parcel containing musk.”>*
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49He was coming back from his land after having entered Islam in Makka and emigrated to Abyssinia.
Narrated from Anas with a sound (sahih) chain by Ahmad in his Musnad and Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr in al-
Tamhid (21:15) as well as — without mention of the handshake — Ibn Sa‘d (4:106), Ahmad, al-Nasa’T in
al-Kubra (5:92 #8352) and Fada il al-Sahaba (p. 73 #247), Abii Ya‘la in his Musnad (6:454 #3845), Ibn
Hlbban (16:164-165 #7192-7193 both isnad sahih), and al-Bayhaqf in the Dala’il (5:351).
Hadlth of the Prophet # narrated from Aba Hurayra by al-BukharT and Muslim in their Sahihs.
Hadlth of the Prophet # narrated from ‘Imran ibn Husayn by al-Bukhart in his Sahih.
3part of a longer hadith of the Prophet # narrated from Abii Miisa al-Ash‘arf by al-Bukhari and
Muslim.
*Hadith of the Prophet % narrated from Hasan al-BasrT in the mode of mursal (missing the Companion
link) by Ibn Shihab al-ZuhrT in Ibn Sa‘d’s Tabagat (1:348).

20



The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

ey v,x)s JA‘ EIEAY w\) JY S & ;w\)
quu\y\wwb;u‘ju&;;wf)w»dusﬁ;
M\;uﬂgwpaxdwssp\@;/}mw&@\
o 06 D Bl sl ey 0y
S o g e Uy Db S D s
ufﬁw@;}mw\L;&}U\J,L;Jumfgg{@\w;s
VRN I WR Vi) oty g‘@“}

21






The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

The Meaning of Najd : &\;\ L} z)oa VWKO,&« @vos

The place called “Najd” in the above narration was the scene of the very first major fitna
that took place after the Prophet #, namely, that of Musaylima al-Kadhdhab.>

The meaning of Najd is elucidated by another authentic narration in which the Prophet %
pointed to Yemen and said twice: “There is belief! There is belief!” Then he said: “Hardness
and coarseness of heart is with the blaring farmers (al-faddadin), the people of many camels,
where the two sides of the head of Shaytan shall appear, among Rabi‘a and Mudar.”
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Ibn Hajar identified these two tribes as “the most prestigious of the people of the East, the
Quraysh — from which the Prophet # is issued — being a branch of Mudar.”®” The only place
where the tribes of Rabi‘a and Mudar were found together in the time of the Prophet # was
present-day Najd. No-one from Rabi‘a and Mudar was found in present-day Iraq at that time.

Some have claimed that “Najd” means Iraq in the terminology of the hadith but this is
baseless.®® Al-Nawawi said: “Najd is the area that lies between Jurash (in al-Yaman) all the
way to the rural outskirts of Kafa (in Iraq), and its Western border is the Hijaz. The author of
al-Matali© said: Najd is all a province of al-Yamama.”*® Al-Fayruzabadi said: “Its geo-
graphical summit is Tihama and al-Yaman, its bottom is Iraq and Syro-Palestine [i.e. excluding
these areas], and it begins at Dhatu ‘Irqin®® from the side of the Hijaz.”®! Al-Khattabi said:
“Najd lies Eastward, and to those who are in Madina, their Najd is the desert of Iraq and its
vicinities everywhere East of the people of Madina. The original meaning of najd is ‘elevated
land’ as opposed to ghawr which means declivity. Thus, Tihama is all part of al-Ghawr, and
Makka is part of Tihama.”® This is confirmed by Ibn al-Athir’s definition: “Najd is any
elevated terrain, and it is a specific name for what lies outside the Hijaz and adjacent to Irag.”®

°As pointed out by Sulayman ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab in Fasl al-Khitab fi Madhhab Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab.
5 Narrated from Abii Mas‘@id by al-BukharT in three places, Muslim with four chains, and Ahmad.
S|bn Hajar, Fath al-Bari (1959 ed. 6:531).
58Cf the editor of al-Raba‘T’s Fada’il al-Sham wa Dimashq (p. 6, 27).
AI-Nawaw1 in Tahrir al-Tanbih (p. 157, s.v. “najd”).
Ibn Hajar gave the opinion that Dhatu ‘Irqm is Kafa in Fath al-Bar7 (1959 ed. 3:390).
®11n al-Qamiis al-Muhtt, article “al-Najd.” See also Mu‘jam al-Buldan.
%2 Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bar7 (1959 ed. 13:48).
81bn al-Athir, al-Nihaya, s.v. n-j-d.
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Similarly al-Dawiidi said: “Najd lies in the vicinity of Irag.”% Most recently, the entry “Najd”
in the geographical Stra manual al-Ma ‘alim al-Athira states:

Every elevated land is a najd, and the known areas of Najd in our time are al-Ryad and
its vicinity, al-Qasim, Sudayr, al-Aflaj, al-Yamama, al-Washm, and Ha’il. The ancients
called Najd all that lies one hundred kilometers East of Madina.®®

All these definitions differentiate between the two areas of Najd and Iraq and show they
are distinct regions, as confirmed in many places by lbn Taymiyya who says: “They would
call the people of Najd and Iraq ‘the people of the East’ (ahl al-mashriq),” “The people of
Syro-Palestine are the people of the West (al-gharb) just as Najd and Iraq are the beginning of
the East.”®® Elsewhere he states: “The texts affirming the superiority of the people of Syro-
Palestine to those of Najd and Iraq and the rest of the people of the East are more than can be
counted.”®” If Najd meant Iraq, it would be redundant to say “Najd and lrag” and one would
have to say, more correctly, “Najd, meaning lIraq.”

Ibn Taymiyya also cites the report of Ibn ‘Abbas whereby the first Jumu‘a that gathered in
Islam after the Jumu‘a of Madina was that of Juwatha, one of the towns of al-Bahrayn.®® “They
said: ‘Messenger of Allah! Between us and you are those regions of the disbelievers of Mudar,
and [we] cannot come to you except in a sacred month. Therefore give us a decisive order
which we might put into practice and by which we shall call those who are behind us.”®
Meaning: the people of Najd such as [the tribes of] Tamim, Asad, Ghatafan, and others.” "
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64|n Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari (1959 ed. 13:48).
Shurrab al-Ma ‘alim (p. 286).
%ibn Taymlyya Majmii ‘at al-Rasa’il (27:42, 28:532, cf. 27:508).
67o|o cit. (4:448).
Narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas by al-BukharT and Ab@i Dawud.
Narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas by al-BukharT and Muslim.
Olbn Taymiyya, Majmi ‘at al-Rasa’il (7:552).
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And again: “The [Christian] delegation of ‘Abd al-Qays’* was one of the best delegations
ever to come to the Prophet £... and they said: ‘Between us and you there are those regions of
the disbelievers of Mudar —they meant Najd —and we cannot reach you except during a sacred
month.””"? And again: “The delegation of ‘Abd al-Qays came to the Prophet #... and said:
‘Messenger of Allah! Between us and you there are those regions of the disbelievers of Mudar’
— meaning by that, the people of Najd such as Tamim, Asad, and Ghatafan, because those
were between al-Bahrayn and al-Madina, while ‘Abd al-Qays are from Rabi‘a and not from
Mudar.”” Bahrayn is far from Irag; in fact, a line drawn from Bahrayn to Madina would
pass through or near the capital of present-day Najd. Elsewhere he counts among the tribes
of Najd “Banii Asad, Ashja‘, Fazara, and others of the tribes of Najd.”’* He also said: “Those
that committed apostasy after his death £ were only those that entered Islam with the sword,
such as the companions of Musaylima and the people of Najd.”” This cannot mean Iraq since,
at the time the Prophet # left this world, Islam had not yet reached Iraq.

Iraq itself lexically means river-shore or sea-shore, in reference to the Euphrates and the
Tigris.”® In other words, Najd is the entire mountainous area East of the Hijaz, bordering it and
Iraqg at the same time and actually separating them. This is confirmed by the words of the poet
‘Awwam ibn al-Asbagh: Next to Batni Nakhlin there is a mountain called the Black One: One
half of it is Hijazi, another half Najdr.”’
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This is confirmed by al-Bukhari’s narration in seven places and Muslim’s in six, from Ibn
‘Umar, that the East (al-mashriq) is the origin of dissension and the place where the side of the
head of Shaytan would appear — or two sides in one narration of Muslim — and by another ver-
sion of the hadith “bless us in our Sham and our Yaman” in which the term “East” is used
interchangeably with Najd: The Prophet # said: “O Allah! Bless us in our Sham and our
Yaman!” A man said: “And our East, Messenger of Allah!” The Prophet # repeated his invo-
cation twice, and the man twice said: “And our East, Messenger of Allah!” whereupon the
Prophet # said: “Thence shall issue the side of the head of Shaytan. In it are nine tenths of
disbelief. Initis the incurable disease (al-da’ al-‘udal).”™ Ka‘b al-Ahbar warned ‘Umar against
going to Iraq for the very same reason.”®

"Their ruler was al-Jariid al-*Abdi Abii ‘Attab cf. al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam (Khulafa' p. 238-239).
2Ibn Taymiyya, Majmii ‘at al-Rasa’il (7:598).

80p. cit. (7:607).

40p. cit. (28:443).

lbn Taymiyya, Minhaj (1986 ed. 7:478).

"SIbn al-Athir, al-Nihaya, article *-r-q.

""In Yaqut al-Hamawi (d. 626), Mu‘jam al-Buldan (1:192, 2:219).

"®Narrated from Ibn ‘Umar by al-Tabarani in al-Awsat (2:249 #1889=2:529 #1910) with a sound chain
as indicated by al-Haythami (3:305).

Narrated by Malik in al-Muwatta’.
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Indeed, the Prophet # said that al-Dajjal shall wreak havoc in the East When he first
appears and begin with the region of al-Bahrayn (cf. #29 below).
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The fact that Muslim narrated that Salim ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar applied this hadith to
the people of Irag does not limit its meaning to them. It only confirms that the Prophet # fore-
saw the dissensions of the Iragi regions among other dissensions hailing from the East. The
Prophet # actually numbered at twenty-seven to thirty the false Prophets, among them women:
“In my Community there are or will be arch-liars and false prophets, twenty-seven of them,
among them four women; lo! | am the seal of Prophets; there is no Prophet after me.”%® “The

8Narrated from Hudhayfa by Ahmad with a good chain according to Ibn Hajar in Fath al-Bari (13:87),
al-Tabarani in al-Awsat (5:327), al-Bazzar with a chain of trustworthy narrators cf. al-Haythami (7:332),
and Abii Nu‘aym in the Hilya (1985 ed. 4:179).
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“The Hour shall not rise before two huge sides fight against one another and a great slaughter
will take place between the two of them although they both make one and the same claim.
Antichrists and arch-liars will be sent forth, close to thirty, each claiming that he is the
Messenger of Allah. Knowledge will be taken away. Earthquakes will abound. Time will grow
short. Dissensions and tribulations will appear. Killing will be everywhere....”%
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The Prophet # actually named a few of these thirty impostors: “As | was sleeping | saw
two golden bracelets in my hands. | became worried about them then was inspired to blow on
them. | blew on them and they flew away. | interpreted it to mean two liars that will appear
after me. One was al-‘AnsT and the other Musaylima the arch-liar, the ruler of al-Yamama.”
“Before the Hour there will be liars, one of them the ruler of al-Yamama, another one the ruler
of San‘a’ al-‘Ansi, another one the ruler of Himyar, and another one the Dajjal — and he is the

81Narrated from Thawban by al-Tirmidhi (hasan sahih).
8Narrated from Aba Hurayra by al-Bukhari.
8Narrated from Abii Hurayra by al-Bukhart and Muslim and from Ibn ‘Abbas by Ahmad.



8 “The Hour will not rise before thirty arch-liars appear, among
them Musaylima, al-Anst, and al-Mukhtar.”®
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Thus, the “two horns of the Shaytan” predicted by the Prophet # are, —and Allah knows best
— on the one hand, the pseudo-Prophets of Najd, Yemen, al-Bahrayn, and their vicinities until
the end of time such as the seer al-Aswad al-‘Ansi of Khubban or Khuban near Najran who
enrolled the Midhhaj and their neighbors, briefly taking over Yemen, the Najdi Musaylima ibn
Thumama ibn Kathir ibn Hubayb heading the Bant Hanifa in Yamama (born and raised in the
area known today as Jubayla near ‘Uyayna in Wadi Hanifa in Najd), the fierce Najdi warrior
Tulayha ibn Khuwaylid al-Asadi heading Asad, Ghatafan, and Tay’, the Najdi al-Fuja’at al-
Sulami — also known as Iyas ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd Yalil — heading Sulaym (he was
captured and burnt alive according to al-TabarT and Sayf ibn ‘Umar in al-Futih),® the Najdi
pseudo-Prophetess Sajah al-Tamimiyya heading the Bani Tamim [both she and Tulayha
repented], the Najdi Azraqi Khawarij®’ of the Banii Hanifa who declared war against ‘Al and
the Muslims, and al-Dajjal who comes out in the East and dominates Bahrayn first of all;® on

84Narrated from Jabir by Ahmad, Ibn Abi Shayba, and Ibn Hibban all through Ibn Lahi‘a.

®Narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Zubayr by Abii Ya‘la with a fair chain cf. Ibn Hajar, Fath (6:617).
8Cf. Ibn Nugta, Takmilat al-Tkmal (4:76 #3983).

87Ct. al-Ash‘ari, Magalat al-Islamiyyin (1995 ed. 1:167-174).

8Also among those who recanted after the passing of the Prophet #: al-Ash‘ath ibn Qays al-KindI
heading Kinda and their neighbors (he repented, married Abt Bakr’s sister, fought with ‘Alf at Siffin,
and al-Hasan prayed over him) and al-Ma‘rir ibn al-Mundhir ibn al-Nu‘man heading Rabi‘a.



Among the Najdis the Prophet £ especially disliked the Banai Hanifa until the moment he
left this life, as narrated from ‘Imran ibn Husayn in al-Tirmidhi and Abt Barza in Ahmad.
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A further confirmation is in the account of the qunut of the Prophet # against the tribes of
Najd. ‘Amir ibn Malik came to the Prophet # in the 4™ year of the Hijra, neither accepting nor
rejecting Islam. Instead he said: “Muhammad! If you send some of your Companions to the
people of Najd to call them to your affair, | have hope that they shall respond favorably to you.”
The Prophet # replied: “Truly | fear for them [harm] from the people of Najd” (inni aksha
‘alayhim ahla Najd). ‘Amir said: “I proclaim that they are under my protection.” The Prophet
# then sent seventy men from the elite of the Ansar. They travelled until they alighted at the
well of Ma‘tina, at which time they sent Haram ibn Malhan al-Angar with the letter of the
Prophet # to ‘Amir ibn al-Tufayl. The latter did not look at the letter but instead killed Haram ibn
Malhan. Then he called upon the Banii ‘Amir for assistance to kill the rest of the Muslim group
but they declined to challenge ‘Amir ibn Malik’s protectorate. ‘Amir ibn al-Tufayl called upon
the tribes of the Band Sulaym: ‘Usayya, Ri‘l, Dhakwan, and they responded to him. They for-
med an expedition and surrounded the group with their mounts. The Muslims were massacred
but for ‘Amr ibn Umayya al-Dumari who returned to Madina. The Prophet % was deeply
affected by their death and for one month, during the dawn prayer, imprecated against the
(Najd1) Banii Sulaym tribes of Ri‘l, Dhakwan, Banii Lihyan, and ‘Usayya.®
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%Narrated from Anas by al-Bukhari and Muslim cf. al-TabarT in his Tarikh (2 81) al-Bayhagqi, al-Sunan
al-Kubra (9:225 #18587), Abii Ya‘la (5:448), Ahmad, al-Tahawi in Sharh Ma ‘ani al-Athar (1:244 waj‘al
qulitbahum ‘ald qulubi nisa’a kawafir), etc. The story is told in al-Bati, Figh al-Sira (p. 254-255).
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Another proof is that no one from Iraq entered Islam in the time of the Prophet £ but only
after his time. However, the Prophet # sent military expeditions to Najd, went there himself,
and some Najdis accepted Islam, some recanting, as shown by the following hadiths:

(a) It is narrated from Talha ibn ‘Ubayd Allah in al-Bukhari and Muslim that “a man came to
the Messenger of Allah # from the people of Najd (min ahli najd), disheveled, the din of
his voice audible although he was unintelligible...” to the end of the hadith in which the
man said, speaking of the Five Pillars of Islam: “By Allah! | shall never add to this nor
subtract from it,” whereupon the Prophet # said: “He shall obtain success if he proves
truthful.” (Imam al-Khatib al-Baghdadi stated that this was a different man from that men-
tioned in the hadith of Anas in al-BukharT as coming into the Mosque with his camel and
asking “Which one of you is Muhammad?” later identifying himself as Dimam ibn
Tha‘laba al-Sa‘d1 al-BakiT from the Banii Sa‘d ibn Bakr tribe.*°)
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(b) From Abti Hurayra in the two Sahihs and Sunan: “The Prophet # sent a mounted detach-
ment towards Najd and they brought a man from the Bant Hanifa named Thumama ibn
Uthal, the leader of the people of al-Yamama. They tied him to one of the pillars of the
Mosque. The Prophet # came out and said to him: “What do you propose, Thumama?”

z
.'0‘

u,an.’

OAl-Khatib, al-Rihla i Talab al-Hadith (p. 191).
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Thumama replied: “I propose something good, Muhammad! If you kill, you kill a man of
blood. If you show grace, you show grace to a thankful man. If you want propery, ask and
you shall get as much as you want.” The Messenger of Allah # left him. The next day he
came back and said: “What do you propose, Thumama?” Thumama replied: “What I told
you before. If you show grace, you show grace to a thankful man. If you kill, you kill a
man of blood. If you want propery, ask and you shall get as much as you want.” The
Messenger of Allah # left him. The next day he came back and said: “What do you
propose, Thumama?” Thumama replied: “What I told you before. If you show grace, you
show grace to a thankful man. If you kill, you kill a man of blood. If you want propery, ask
and you shall get as much as you want.” The Messenger of Allah # then said: “Let
Thumama go!” Thumama went to an orchard near the Mosque, showered, re-entered the
Mosque, and said: “I bear witness that there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad is
His servant and Messenger! O Muhammad, I swear it by Allah! There was no face on earth
more hateful to me than your face, and now it is the dearest of all faces to me. | swear it by
Allah! There was no religion on earth more hateful to me than your religion, and now it is
the dearest Religion on earth to me. I swear it by Allah! There was no country on earth
more hateful to me than your country, and now it is the dearest of all to me. Your riding
party captured me at a time | desired to go on the minor pilgrimage. What do you advise
me to do?” The Prophet £ advised him to go on the minor pilgrimage. When he reached
Makka, they asked him: “Did you recant (asabawta)?” He replied, “No, but | submitted to
the Messenger of Allah #&! By Allah! You are no longer get a single grain of wheat from
al-Yamama except with his permission!”
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(c) Rafi‘ ibn Khadij < said: “Al-Rahhal or al-Rajjal Nahar ibn ‘Unfuwa [of the Banti Hanifa]

was devout and assiduous in reading the Qur’an. One day, the Prophet £ came out to us while
al-Rajjal was sitting with us and said: ‘One person in this group shall end up in the Fire.” |
looked at the group. There was Abia Hurayra, Abai Arwa al-Dawsi, al-Tufayl ibn ‘Amr, and
Rajjal ibn ‘Unfuwa. | looked and wondered, saying to myself, “Who is this wretch?” When
the Messenger of Allah # passed on and the Banu Hanifa apostatized, | enquired to see
what al-Rajjal ibn ‘Unfuwa had done. | was told, ‘He was seduced and is the one that bore
witness for Musaylima that the Messenger of Allah # had [supposedly] made him a partner
in his status after him.” | said, ‘What the Messenger of Allah £ said came true!”®! Sayf ibn
‘Umar narrated something similar in al-Fuzizh from Makhlad ibn Qays al-Bajali who said,
“Furat ibn Hayyan, al-Rajjal ibn ‘Unfuwa, and Abt Hurayra had just come out after seeing
the Messenger of Allah # when the latter said: “Truly, the molar tooth of one of them in the

9INarrated from Rafi* ibn Khadij by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (4:283 #4434) and Ibn Asakir (53:157), both
through al-Waqidi who is weak cf. al-Haythami (8:290), from ‘Abd Allah ibn Nah who is discarded. Sayf
ibn ‘Umar narrated it in his Fuzih with a different chain from Makhlad ibn Qays al-Bajali cf. Isaba
(2:539) and Isti ‘@b (2:551) while al-Daraqutni cites it without chain in ak-Mu’talif wal-Mukhtalif cf. Takhrij

Ahadith al-lhya’, Bidaya year 11, chapter on Musaylima.
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Fire shall be greater than Mount Uhud and he shall have, near him, a well-spring that eludes
him.” News of this reached them. Later, when Abt Hurayra and Furat ibn Hayyan heard the
news about al-Rajjal, they fell prostrate.”?
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(d) The hadith of Abti Hurayra in AbG Dawad with a good chain, “We went out to Najd with
the Messenger of Allah # until we arrived at Dhat al-Riga“ in a region of datepalms, where
he met a detachment from Ghatafan.” Al-BukharT narrates something similar from Jabir.
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The Ghatafan are a Najdi tribe as shown by al-Tabari’s phrase: “Two thousand Najdis
coming from Ghatafan,” and Ibn al-Qayyim states: “Then he # waged a campaign against
Najd targeting Ghatafan.”%

The Ghatafan tribe is famous for two facts:

— Before Islam the Jews of Khaybar vanquished them by making tawassul through the
Prophet # and asking for victory “by the right of Muhammad” (bihaggi Muhammad)®*
as stated by Ibn al-Qayyim in Hidayat al-Hayara (p. 18) in explanation of the verse
€ And when there came to them a (true) Book from Alldh (the Qur’an) verifying

%].e. in thanksgiving after they heard Zayd ibn al-Khattab had killed Rajjal at Yamama. Cited from Sayf
ibn “Umar in al-Is7 ‘ab (31258 cf. 2:551-552) andaHsaba (2:539, 5:357). Narrated also through Sayf by al-
Tabari in his Tarikh (2:278); al-Humaydf in his Musnad (2:495 #1177) with a passable chain if the unnamed
link is Hukaym ibn Sa‘d al-Hanafi; and al-Tabari in his Tarikh (2:279) with another chain also containing
an unnamed link. Sayf ibn ‘Umar, like al-Waqidi, is reliable in history and unreliable in hadith.
Respectlvely in al-Tabari, Tarikh (2:384) and lbn al-Qayyim, Zad al-Ma ‘ad (3:190).

%Narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas by al-Hakim (2:263=1990 ed. 2:289) with a very weak chain as stated by al-
Dhahabi in his marginalia and Ibn Taymiyya in Majmii ‘ al-Fatawa (1:299).
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that which they have (the Torah), and aforetime (before the Qur’an was revealed)
they used to pray for victory against those who disbelieve (saying: O Allah, grant
us victory against them by the intermediary and help of the Prophet # that is to be
sent at the end of time), but when there came to them (the Prophet; the truth which
they knew from the Torah, namely, the advent of the Prophet) that which they did
not recognize, they disbelieved in him (due to envy and aversion to their loss of
authority); so the curse of Allah is on the unbelievers? (2:89; Muhammad Shakir’s
translation together with Tafsir al-Jalalayn);

After Islam, the Ghatafan were among the tribes that turned apostate and accepted as
true the claims of the pseudo-prophet Tulayha al-Asadi of the Banii Asad. The Sahabi
Khuraym ibn Fatik even related that Ka‘b al-Ahbar said to him: “Your people, the
Banii Asad, will eventually worship al-Dajjal.”*®

(e) The famous hadith of the spoils from Aba Sa‘id al-KhudrT in the two Sahihs, the Sunan, and
Ahmad’s Musnad in which the Quraysh became angry and said: “He is giving to the nobil-
ity of Najd and leaving us out!” to which the Prophet % replied: “I am only trying to win
their hearts over to us.” Then a man named Dha al-Khuwaysira from the Band Tamim
came with sunken eyes, protruding cheeks, big forehead, thick beard, and shaven head. He
said: “Fear Allah, O Muhammad!” etc. which ends with the prophecy that “Out of that
man’s seed shall come a people who will recite the Qur’an but it will not go past their
throats. They will deviate from religion the way an arrow deviates from its target. They
shall kill the Muslims and leave the idolaters alone. If I live to see them, verily I shall kill
them the way the tribe of ‘Ad was killed.”
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%Narrated through trustworthy narrators by Ibn Hajar at the end of his Nuzhat al-Sami ‘i [T Riwayat al-
Sahabati ‘an al-Tabi ‘in (p. 110 #37).
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Something similar is narrated from the Companion Abt Barza: One time the Prophet
# was brought some goods which he distributed, giving to those that were on his right and
to those that were on his left but not those that were in his back. Then a man stood up
behind him and said: “Muhammad! You did not distribute equitably.” He was a black man
with shaven hair wearing two white garments. At this the Prophet # became very angry
and said: “By Allah! You will never find, after me, a man as equltable as 1.” Later he said:
“There will come forth at the end of time a nation — it seems this man belongs to them —
who will recite the Qur’an without it going past their throats. They will deviate from Islam
just as the arrow swerves from its target. Their distinguishing mark is shaving. They shall
not cease to rebel until their last one rebels with the Anti-Christ. If you meet them in
battle, kill them! They are the most evil of all people and of all creatures.”*® Some versions
mention that this man bore traces of very frequent prostration between his two eyes — a
hallmark of the Khawarij — as did the murderer of ‘Alf.
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%Narrated by al-Nasa’t and Ahmad with fair chains, al-Tabari in his Tafsir (10:156), al-Tabarani in al-
Kabir, \bn Abi Shayba (7:559), al-Hakim (1990 ed. 2:160, 2:167 sahih per Muslim’s criterion), al-Bayhaqi
in al-Sunan al-Kubra (2:312 #3538), and al-Maqdisi included it in the sound narrations of his Mukhtdra
(8:230-231) as it is closely confirmed by the above-cited narration of Dhal-Khuwaysira in the two
Sahihs; while al-Haythami (6:229-230) indicated that Ahmad’s chain was good and al-Tabarani’s sound.
Ahmad’s two versions add: the man “bore the trace of prostration between his eyes.”
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It is noteworthy that many warnings of the Prophet # about the Khawarij highlight the
fact that they will be teaching and calling others to follow their misguidance, as in the
following two narrations: (i) “There will be, towards the end of time, a people —<Anti-
Christs and arch-liars>%" — who shall say to you what neither you nor your forefathers ever
heard before. Beware of them and keep away from them! Do not allow them to lead you
astray nor sow discord among you.”% The commentator of the Mishkat said: “The Prophet
# meant a group who will say to the people: “We are scholars and shaykhs and we are
calling you to the Religion’ whereas, in fact, they are liars and deceivers.” (ii) “There will
come a time when nothing shall remain of Islam except its name, and nothing shall remain
of the Qur’an except its writing. Their hearts will have left guidance while their mosque
will be attended [only] by their bodies. They and their scholars will be the worst of all that
is under the sun on that day. Out of them dissension came forth, and it shall return back to
them.”®® The Banii Tamim are those concerning whom Alldh Most High said: €Lo! those
who call you from behind the private apartment, most of them have no sense} (49:4).

(f) Several of the Khawarij sects hailed from the same Najdi tribes as Musaylima — the Bant
Hanifa — and his wife Sajah — the Bant Tamim. Among their leaders were Nafi¢ ibn al-
Azraq al-Hanafi, Najda ibn ‘Amir al-Hanafi, ‘Atiyya ibn al-Aswad al-Hanafi, and Mukhdaj
Dhil-Thadiyya al-Bajali al-‘Urani. After Nafi‘ was killed he was succeeded by ‘Abd Allah
ibn al-Mahiiz al-Tamimi then his brother ‘Ubayd Allah.'® After the battle of Nahrawan,
Tariq ibn Zyad narrated that ‘Alf said: “Search [among the bodies], for the Prophet & said:
‘A people will come, speaking the word of truth but it will not go beyong their throats.
They will deviate from Islam just as the arrow deviates from its target. Among them will
be a black man with a deformed hand (mukhdaj al-yad). In his hand will be black hairs. If
he is among them, you will have killed the worst of people. If not, you will have killed the

7| two other versions in Muslim and Ahmad.

%Narrated from Abii Hurayra by Muslim and Ahmad.

PNarrated from ‘All by al-Bayhaqi in Shu‘ab al-Iman (2:311), al-Qurtubi in his Tafsir (12:280), al-Dani
in al-Sunan al-Warida fil-Fitan (3:454), and, in part, by al-Bukhari in Khalg Af*al al-‘Ibad (p. 67); from
Muc‘adh ibn Jabal by al-Daylami; and from Ibn “‘Umar by al-Hakim in his 7arikh Naysabir.

190)pn al-Athir, al-Kamil (4:81f.) and al-Ash‘ari, Magalat al-Islamiyyin (2:168-176).
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In another version ‘Al said: “My beloved told me that the leader of those folk would be
a man with a deformed hand (mukhdaj al-yad) or a hand misshapen like an Abyssinian
woman’s breast <on whose teat were hairs like those found on a gerbil’s tail>.” % * Alf also
revealed that this Mukhdaj was one of three brothers, all jinns.2®® The heresiographers
identified al-Mukhdaj as the Najdi Harqaisibn Zuhayr al-Bajalf al-*Urani.'*
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Someone said: “Praise belongs to Allah Who has exterminated them and relieved us
from them forever!” ‘Ali said: “Not at all! By the One in Whose hand lies my soul, there
are many of them left in the loins of men and the women have not yet given birth to
them!”10°

101Narrated by Ahmad with a sound chain.
s Narrated by Muslim, Ibn Majah, and Ahmad, the bracketed segment only in Aba Dawiid and Ahmad.
1

Narrated by Ahmad with a strong chain.

94« Abd al-Qahir al-Baghdadi, al-Farq bayn al-Firag (p. 57); al-Shahrastani, al-Milal wal-Nihal (p. 115).
1OSNarrated from Hibbat al-‘Urani by al-Haytham ibn ‘Adi in Akhbar al- Khawary as cited by Ibn Kathir
in al-Bidaya wal-Nihaya (7:290).



106 <to
Lakhm, Judham, and ‘Amila [part of Quda‘a], those of Himyar whom the worms ate are
better than those who are still eating [i.e. the living]>, | am Yemeni (ana Yamanin), the
most numerous of tribes in Paradise on the Day of Resurrection are the Madhhij, the
Hadramawt are better than Bantai Harith, <one tribe is better than another, another tribe is
worse than another,> and <by Allah!> I care not if both <the two Hariths'"> perish to the
last one! There is no power nor kingdom except that of Allah #, and Allah curses the four
kings: Jamada’, Mishrakha’, Mikhwasa’, and Abda‘a, as well as their sister al-‘Amarrada.”
<Then he said: “Allah ordered me to curse Quraysh twice so | cursed them, and He
ordered me to invoke blessings on them twice so | invoked blessings on them.” Then he
said: “‘Usayya [part of Banti Sulaym] disobeyed Allah and His Prophet except Qays, Ja‘da,
and ‘Usayya [sic].” Then he said: “I swear that Aslam, Ghifar, Muzayna, and those of
Juhayna that mixed with them are better than the Banii Asad, Tamim, Ghatafan, and
Hawazin before Allah on the Day of Resurrection!” Then he said: “The worst two tribes
among all the Arabs are Najran and Bant Taghlib, and the tribe with the highest proportion
in Paradise are Madhhij.”1%
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106«Neaning, belief (man) shall last be found in Yemen after its disappearance from all the earth.” Ibn
Hajar Fath al-Bart (13:78). However, the hadiths are explicit and many that this attribute applies to Sham.
107] ¢, Banii Harith and Hadramawt or the kings of Kinda and Hadramawt (al-Sindi).

108N arrated by Ahmad (32:198-199 #19450 sahh) and others together with a longer version containing
the bracketed segments (32:190-195 #19445-19446 isnad sahih). The four kings had sent envoys with al-
Ash‘ath ibn Qays, entered Islam, then recanted and were killed in the year 12 in the battle of Nujayr cf.
Ibn Sa‘d (5:13); Ibn Hazm, Jamharat Ansab al-‘Arab (p. 428); Yaqut, art. “Nujayr.” Narrated with the
same chain as Ahmad by aI-TabarﬁnT, Musnad al-Shamiyyin (2:89 #969) without the phrase “except Qays,
Ja‘da, and ‘Usayya” and, in short form, from Abai Hurayra in Ahmad and al-Tabarani’s Awsat (5:57 #4661).



The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

B U6, Jeti e edis (g e L 0L
e S e G AL 2 B ) o oy

R o
R o L o0 o~ -

Ly il b AL o B e e B T

Y120 A L CASs o6 e s of ol o st s
JG

\

2 - - ~
-0 £
-

@y :/Q//D o & .0 ﬁ“/ ://'of/ s oco, - ) PR

g °'>J"""S V‘@':’"j M‘j 9\"}“«{‘) 9L~dj.>=f) ¢l :w)\!\
2

J

3

A ] z
- 2 R

A Pl i e A e % A

P

ol .o, FYOS R fﬁ/ s 7 :@i o f - o ol 3 oL T o ol
o o ey Al s e JB e ple wllad o
- - -

z

—w
13N

O

- 2 - z 2 - R s 2 -
Bo, o8 o o & o - ..fo/'ﬂz & .- &0 O R
ﬂ}%wﬁw}\)@f“@ VJMYJUVijomj

> - e

/.}”//.'e s0 - oo G NP /,./// A= z . £ - 0o

o WLl oy oy el e Ojlsay Olilaey ey Jl (2

I T A T S S AP I S S P«

W‘@Jiw‘f{‘)%ﬂ ) 9 d‘jzu /g)f.!\g.fwﬂdb
o . o - }S//.,g

) 2~ o - 4 o./
UJJJ.».PU.GJD-) O&ﬁ\br}wowj&ujdbr)jv\ﬁ\obj J;LA}C?-.LA

z

iy B ol bl o i 0w e s
Bl by Dl 0T ) 08 G5 S0 s o e
DU e 06 85 GG 06 it Jurpy il ofy 3 0
ol G, 0055 pelle e LB Ol L
Al B 06, QT S G 06 B 1 L
e i ol ST ol o ol sk

CAS o et o il 0 i i L S B

s 5 Al o 0 e el vy s s

39



The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

o}zo 9/ .. of.

wuo\,)w|bu.|Ju onA.x.S\ \) M‘j ;\.:»j}u) §-L;—J.~«.ﬁj
DB gl Jom g s ot s G 5 Gl pball s Sl e Sz

It is also established in the authentic Sunna that about three years after the death of Aba
Talib, in the 10" year of the Prophethood, on the actual night that the Prophet % was preparing
to leave Makka for Madina, the plot to kill him by the collective hand of a conspiracy of the
tribes was hatched up by Iblis in the guise of a venerable old man (shaykh jalil) who, when
asked who he was, simply answered “An old man from Najd” (shaykhun min Najd). The re-
ports go on to refer to him as “The Old Man from Najd” (al-shaykh al-najdi).'®
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Another proof is that the Prophet # set Qarn al-Manazil as the starting-point (migat) for
the state of consecration (ihram) for pilgrims coming from Najd, which in his time included
Iraq, although Islam had not yet reached the latter. Later, the people of Iraq, finding Qarn al-
Manazil too far out of the way for them, asked for something nearer, whereupon *‘Umar = set
Dhatu ‘Irqin (Kifa) as their migat as established in the following narrations:

a) “The Prophet # declared that the ihram of the people of Madina starts at Dhi al-
Hulayfa; that of the people of Syro- Palestine starts at al- -Juhfa; that of the people of Najd
starts at Qarn al-Manazil; and that of the people of al-Yaman starts at Yalamlama.”*'
Al-Nawawt said: “Qarn al-Manazil is the mountain of that name. Between it and Makka
on the East lies a distance of two legs of journey.”!!

3y LG A sz of Lgis A ) Ju S
I3l 3 6 el i o ol 2 5t 5

1910 Hisham, al-Sira (3:6-8); al-Tabari, Tafsir (9:227-228) and Tarikh (1:566-567); al-Baghawi, Tafsir

(2:244); al-Jassas, Ahkam al-Qur’an (5:84), Abti Nu‘aym, Dala’il al-Nubuwwa (p. 202); Ibn al-Jawzi, al-

Muntazam (3:46-47), al-Kila‘1, al- Iknfa (1:334-335); al-Suhayli, al-Rawd al-Unuf (2:307); Sira Halablyya

(2:190), Ibn Kathir, Tafsir ( ‘sahih” 2:302-303 on v. 8:30) and al-Bidaya (3:176); Lubdb al-Nugiil

gl 109); al-Suyti, al-Durr al-Manthiir (4:51-52 v. 8:30), al-Shawkani, Fath al-Qadir (2:304), etc.
Narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas and Ibn ‘Umar by al-Bukhari and Muslim.

W Al-Nawawi, Tahrir al-Tanbih (p. 157=p. 138 “qarn”) cf. al-Shawkani, Nayl al-Awtar (4:295).
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b) “When these two cities were conquered — al-Basra and al-Kafa — they came to ‘Umar
ibn al-Khattab and said: ‘O Commander of the Believers, the Messenger of Allah # gave
Qarn as a limit to the people of Najd, and it is out of our way, so that if we want to go to
Qarn it creates hardship for us.” ‘Umar replied: ‘See what lies nearest to it on your way.’
So he determined Dhatu ‘Irqin as a limit for them.”™*? Ibn al-Athir said: “Ibn ‘Abbas
said: ‘At Dhatu ‘Irqin, facing Qarn,” Dhatu ‘Irqin being the migat of the people of Iraq,
and Qarn that of the people of Najd, and they are equidistant from the Haram.”*®
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As for the wording of the “Bless us” narration that mentions Iraq: The Prophet # said: “O
Allah! Bless us in our sz “‘and our mudd (i.e. in every measure)! Bless us in our Makka and our
Madina! Bless us in our Sham and our Yaman!” A man said: “O Prophet of Allah, and our
‘Iraq!” The Prophet % said: “Initisthe side of the head of Shaytan. In it shall dissensions heave.
Verily, disrespect (al-jafa’) lies in the East.” This is narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas by al-Tabarant''*
with a very weak chain because of Ishaq ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Kaysan and his father ‘Abd Allah
ibn Ka%llséén al-Marwazi, both of whom were declared munkar al-hadith by al-Bukhari and
others.

12Njarrated from Ibn ‘Umar by al-Bukhari.

Y31 al-Nihaya s.v. h-dh-y. Cf. 1bn Taymiyya, Majmii ‘at al-Rasa il (26:106).

Y411 al-Kabir (12:84 #12553).

Y5Ct . al-Dhahabi, Mughni (1:72 #568) and Mizan (1:365) and al-Haythami (3:287).
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with a stronger chain but the most correct versions from Ibn ‘Umar are that from
Nafi‘, respectively mentioning “our Najd” (cf. n. 46) and “our East” (cf. note 78).

As for the hadith, “Iblis entered Iraq and passed his natural need there, then he entered
Syro-Palestine and they threw him out until he reached Baysan, then he entered Egypt. There, he

laid his eggs and hatched them, spreading his genius (wabasata ‘abgariyyatahu),” it is a
forgery. '’

Y8\ usnad al-Shamiyyin (2:246 #1276) and Aba Nu‘aym, Hilya (1985 ed. 6:133) cf. al-Haytham (3:305).

It was declared forged by Ibn al-Jawzi and al-Sakhawi confirmed him while al-Suyifi said in al-
La’ali’ al-Masni ‘a (1:465): “Completely rejected” (munkar jiddan), all as stated in Fayd al-Qadir. Nar-
rated from Ibn ‘Umar by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (12:340-341 #13290) and Ibn ‘Asakir cf. al-Haythami
(10:60) and al-Munawi in Fayd al-Qadir (2:522). Yet al-Sam‘ani and Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi included it in their
Fada il al-Sham (respectively p. 40 and p. 44).



The Excellence of Syro-Palestine
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The Divine Guarantee \) L) \

5. The Prophet # said: “At some point you will all be [split into] standing armies: one army
in Syro-Palestine, one in Yemen, and one in Iraq.” ‘Abd Allah ibn Hawala said: “Choose
for me, Messenger of Allah! in case | live to see that day.” The Prophet % said: “You
must go to Syro-Palestine!*® For itis the chosen land of Allah in all His earth (khiratullahi
min ardih). He protects, by sending them there, the chosen ones among His servants. If
you do not wish to go there, then go to your Yemen and drink from your streams (ghudir).
For Allah has given me a guarantee concerning Sham and its people (fa’inna-I-Laha
tawakkala I7 bish-Shami wa’ahlih).”*'® Abi Idris al-Khawlani would add after narrating
the above: “And whoever has Allah as his guarantor shall never suffer loss!” %

Lyl L &\J;;Jéjéw&\fjﬂrj;g;;
u,qu Kteug ¢LMJ\J 3 35S 55 1,188 of Q‘ AR

JUs &5 s ol UM Sl e dsfju

[ 8o

L»UoJL.&uﬁe\.:Jo- L@.J\wuw)\w&\o}}\.@;brubdﬂl&

o S0.f

Ll S I ub vfﬂ;u, swsmgw Sl o

3 £ £ £ £ D‘/
o HY PR P 41\\..&.,.9} sl i Gl o oW Q3 Ao J5Lul Aty 59l gl ol ﬂiﬁ‘)

\

190}/

O JB s il s 3 Bl o Py el o By o 0 Slany jes g eV
i e a6 A iS5 e JWb ale ) 1) k) Coddl 1 S 1) 3Y A eyl o

118Repeated three times in one of Ahmad’s several reports of this hadith.

YNarrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn Hawala by Abt Dawiid and Ahmad with sound chains, Ibn Hibban
(16:295), al-Hakim (4:510=1990 ed. 4:555) who said it is sahih and al-Dhahabi concurred as he did in his
Tarikh al-Islam (1: 378), al-Tahawi in Sharh Mushkil al -Athar (2:35), al-Bayhaqt in al-Sunan al-Kubra
(9:179), al-Fasawi in al-Ma‘rifa wal-Tarikh (2:302), al-Sam‘ani in Fada il al-Sham (p. 31-32 #1), and
Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam in Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 15) among others. Also narrated from Abii al-Darda’ by
al-Bazzar and al-Tabarani with a sound chain as indicated by al-Haythamt (10:58) after al-MundhirT in
al-Targhib wal-Tarhib (4:104 #4504=1997 ed. 4:30). Something similar is narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn
Yazid by al-Tabarani with a very weak chain per al-Haythami (10:58) and from Wathila ibn al-Asga‘ by
al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (22:55-58) — specifying that those who were asking the Prophet & were Mu‘adh
and Hudhayfa — with two chains, one of them fair as per al-Mundhiri in al-Targhib (4:105 #4507=1997
ed. 4:30) but al- -Haythami (10:59) stated that all al-Tabarani’s chains of the latter narration were weak.
Something similar is also narrated from al-<Irbad ibn Sariya by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (18:251) with a
sound chain according to al-Mundhirf in al-Targhib (4:104-105 #4506=1997 ed. 4:30) and al-Haythami
(10:58), chapter entitled Fada il al-Sham, and from Ibn ‘Umar by al-Tabarani and al-Bazzar with a weak
chain according to al-Suyiti in al-Durr al-Manthir. Al- -Suyit1 also said that Ibn ‘Asakir narrated it from
Thablt ibn Ma‘bad. Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi cites it in Fada i/ al-Sham (p. 62).

12Narrated by in Abii Mishar’s Juz’ (p. 24) and al-Fadani in ‘al- ‘Ujala fil-Ahadith al-Musalsala (p. 56)
and cited by Ibn ‘Abd al-Had1 and al-Sam‘ani in their Fada 'i/.
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Imam Abu Hatim al-Razi graded this hadith “sahih hasan gharib” as related from him by
his son Ibn Abt Hatim in his ‘llal. Shaykh al-Islam al-Nawawi said in Irshad Tullab al-Haqa 'iq
— a manual on hadith science: “This is a fair, nearly-mass-narrated hadith” (hasan mashhir).
The hadith Master Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi similarly said in his Fada il al-Sham after
citing the above report: “This hadith is nearly-mass-narrated (mashhzr) and its chain is a sahih
chain. Several narrators reported it from ‘Abd Allah ibn Hawala.” The three factions are men-
tioned in other narrations as well. On the phrase “It is the chosen land of Allah in all His earth
and He protects, by sending them there, the chosen ones among His servants” Imam al-Nawaw1
comments: “This is among the great merits of al-Sham and is factual and true to reality.”

e Another version states that some said: “We are herdsmen, we cannot adapt to Sham,”
whereby the Prophet # said: “Whoever cannot adapt to Sham, let him go to Yemen.
Truly, Allah has given me a guarantee concerning Sham!”*#

e Inanother version ‘Abd Allah ibn Hawala said, “We were with the Messenger of Allah
# when we complained to him of our destitution and poverty and how little we had.
He replied: ‘Be glad! By Allah! For my part, | fear more for you your having much
than your having little. By Allah! This power shall continue to remain with you until
Allah opens up the lands of Persia, the Eastern Romans, and Himyar. You will divide
into three armies: one in Syro-Palestine, one in Irag, one in Yemen. At that time a man
might be given a hundred [dinars] but he will scorn it.” I said, ‘Messenger of Allah!
Who can enter Syro-Palestine with the many-headed Romans in it?” He said: ‘I swear
by Allah that Allah is going to open it up for you and give it to you. You will see a
legion of their white men under the command of a little bald black man from among
you — whatever he orders them to do, they will do it!””1?2

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Jubayr said that the Companions recognized in this hadith the
description of Jaz” ibn Suhayl al-Sulami who was given command over the non-Arabs
in that time and that when they went to the mosque they would look at him with the
‘Ajam standing around him and wonder at the accuracy of the Prophet’s # advance
description of the scene. Ibn Ab1 ‘Asim quoted him then added: “In the narration there
is also the permissibility for the servants to stand in the presence of the master and for
the master to shave his head.”

2INarrated from Abii al-Darda’ by al-Bazzar and al-Tabarani with a sound chain as indicated by al-
Haythaml (10:58).

%’Narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn Hawala by Ibn Abi ‘Asim in al-4had (4:274 #2295); Thabit ibn Hazm in
al-Dala’il as cited in the Isaba (1:478) and Khasa'is (2:191); al-Tabarani with two chains, one through
trustworthy narrators cf. al-Haythami (6:211-212); Aba Nu* aym in the Dala’il (p. 546-547 #478) and
Hilya (1985 ed. 2:3-4); Ibn ‘Asakir (1:73-74); and al-Bayhaqi in al-Sunan al-Kubra (9:179) and the
Dala’il cf. dlso al-Maqdisi, Mukhtara (9:278-279 #241), Bidaya (6:195), and Yaqit (3:314). Thabit is the
Andalusian Imam, qadi, philologist and hadith Master Abu al-Qasim Thabit ibn Hazm ibn Abd al-
Rahman al-Saragast1 al-Shariti (d. 313/314) the author — jointly with his son Qasim ibn Thabit — of a
compendium of difficult terms titled al-Dala’il fi Gharib al-Hadith whose quality rivals those of al-
Qasim ibn Sallam and Ibn Qutayba’s cf. al-Dhahabi, Siyar (Risala ed. 14:562-563).
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The Quintessence of God’s Countries Q) pﬂu ¥ o

6. In another version Ibn Hawala states: “When he [the Prophet #] noticed my distate for
Syro-Palestine he said: ‘Do you know what Allah says about Syro-Palestine? Allah said:
Sham! You are the quintessence of My lands (Safwatt min biladr) and | shall inhabit you
with the chosen ones among My servants (khirati min ‘ibadi).”*?® Ibn al-Athir defines
safw and safwa in al-Nikaya as “the best of any matter, its quintessence, and purest
part.”1?* (see #17 for the continuation of this narration.)
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Also narrated in this chapter:

“Syro-Palestine is the quintessence of the lands of Allah #. There do the quintessence
of his servants go for protection. Therefore, whoever departs from Syro-Palestine to go
somewhere else earns [His] wrath and whoever enters it from somewhere else earns His
mercy.”1?® “Lo! Truly, the heartland of the Abode of Islam is Syro-Palestine. Allah %
leads to it the quintessence of His servants. None earnestly desires to live in it except a
beneficiary of Divine mercy, and none earnestly desires to live away from it except one
seduced by sin. Allah trains His gaze upon it since the beginning of time until the end of
time with shade and rain. Even if He makes its people needy of money, He never made
them needy of bread nor water.”*?® “The quintessence of the lands of Allah ¥ is Syro-
Palestine. In it are the quintessence of His creatures and servants. A vast number [another
wording has ‘three large batches’ (hathayat)] of my Community shall enter Paradise with-
out reckoning nor punishment!”*?

128Narrated by al-Tabarant in Musnad al-Shamiyyin (1:345) with two chains of which one is good accord-
|n to alk-Mundhiri in al-Targhib (4:104 #4505=1997 ed. 4:30) and al- -Haythamt (10:59) cf. Fath (4:68).

?*The Prophet # also compared the world to a little rain water on a mountain plateau of which the safw
had already been drunk and from which only the kadar or dregs remained. Narrated from Ibn Mas‘ad by
al-Hakim (4:320 isnad sahih, al-Dhahabi concurring) as well as mawgqif by al-Bukhari. Al-Suyiti
declared it sound in al-Jami “ al-Saghir (#1710).

25A weak hadith narrated from Abii Umama by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (8:171 #7718) and al-Hakim
(4:509-510=1990 ed. 4:555) cf. al-Suyuti, al-Jami al- Saghzr (#4924) and Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Had1
in Fada il al-Sham (p. 32). Al-Dhahab said its sub-narrator ‘Ufayr ibn Ma‘dan al-HimsT is completely
defective (wahin) — after al-MundhirT in al-Targhib (4:106 #4513=1997 ed. 4:32) — cf. aF Haythami (10:59).
%A very weak hadith narrated mursal from the 7abi 7 Kathir ibn Murra al-Hadrami by Nu‘aym ibn
Hammad (d. 228)in al-Fitan (1:254) through Sa‘id ibn Sinan who is discarded because of his forgeries.

2"Narrated from Abi Umama by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (8:194) through ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn ‘Ubayd
Allah al-HimsT who is unanimously considered weak.
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e T s A
Al-MahdT's Advent Pl e SOl oy

Related to the events mentioned by the Prophet £ above is his hadith: “Strife will take
place after the death of a Caliph. A man of the people of Madina will come out and flee to
Makka. People will come from Makka to him, bring him out against his will, and swear
allegiance to him between the Corner and the Maqgam. An expeditionary force will then be
sentagainst him from Syro-Palestine but will be swallowed up in the desert between Makka
and Madina. When the people see this, the Substitutes (4bdal) of Syro-Palestine and the
best people of Irag will come to him and swear allegiance to him... He will live on for
seven more years” [some narrators said nine].*2
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Other versions identify al-SufyanT as the instigator of bloody strife the Prophet % said
will originate in the depth of Syro-Palestine, namely Damascus. Al-Mahdi defeats him.!?

128 fair hadith narrated from Umm Salama by Abii Dawid through three different chains in his Sunan,
Ahmad (Arna’tt ed. 44:286-287 #26689 da ‘if!), Ibn Abi Shayba (7:460 #37223), Abu Ya‘la in his Musnad
(12:369 #6940) with a fair chain according to Husayn Asad, al-Tabarani in al-Awsat (2:89 #1175) and
al-Kabir (23:390 #931) through Sahih narrators cf. al-Haythami (7:315), al-Hakim (4:431) with a weak
chain because of the Khariji ‘Amr al-Qattan as did al-Tabarani (23:295 and 23:389 #930), and Ibn Hibban
(15:158-159 #6757) witp a weak chain because of Muhammad ibn Yazid ibn Rufa‘a. Ibn al-Qayyim said
in ak-Manar al-Munif (6" Abi Ghuddaed. p. 145): “This hadith is hasan, and its like can be graded sahzh.”
1%Narrated from Ibn Mas‘id by al-Hakim (1990 ed. 4:515 sahih, al-Dhahabi concurring) and Nu‘aym
ibn Hammad in al-Fitan (1:55).

47



The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

Ibn ‘Abbas referred to the above when he reportedly said: “Allah will send forth the
Mabhdi after a period of despair, when the people will be saying, ‘There is no Mahdi.” His
helpers will be people from the people of Syro-Palestine numbering three hundred and
fifteen, the same number as the combatants of Badr. They will march from Syro-Palestine
to him until they bring him out of the inner area (batn) of Makka, from a certain house
near al-Safa. They will pledge him their loyalty [as their leader] against his wishes. He
will pray as their imam two rak‘as at the Station [of Ibrahim] then ascend the pulpit.”**

The Prophet £ gave the glad tidings that the advent of al-Mahdi would signify a final
return to well-guided caliphate patterned after the Prophetic model as were the first Caliphs:

There will be Prophethood among you for as long as Allah wishes. It will be
lifted up when Allah wishes. Then there will be caliphate after the pattern (minhaj)
of Prophethood for as long as Allah wishes. It will be lifted up when Allah wishes.
Then there will be a trying kingship (mulkan ‘addan) for as long as Allah wishes it
to be. It will be lifted up when Allah wishes. Then there will be a tyrannical kingship
(mulkan jabriyyatan) for as long as Allah wishes. It will be lifted up when Allah
wishes. Then there will be caliphate after the pattern of Prophethood. !
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130Narrated by Nu‘aym, Fitan (1:342) with a weak chain cf. al-Haytami, Fatawa Hadithiyya (p. 41).
131A sound-chained hadith narrated from Hudhayfa ibn al-Yaman by Ahmad (al-Zayn ed. 14:163 #18319
isnad sahih=al-Arna’tt 30:355-357 #18406 isnad hasan) al-Bazzar (7:223-224 #2796), al-Tabarani in
part in al-Awsat (#6577) cf. al- Haythami (5:188-189): “Narrated by Ahmad, al-Bazzar with a more com-
plete wording, and al-Tabarani partly, in al-Awsat. The narrators in its chain are trustworthy”; al- Taya11s1
in his Musnad (p. 58-59 #438), and al-Daraqutni in al-Afidd (2:127). Cited by Ibn Rajab in Jami‘ al-
‘Uliim wal-Hikam (Arna’tt ed. 2:122 hasan). Also narrated from Abu ‘Ubayda by al-Tabarant in al-
Kabir (1: 157) with the wordlng “There will be kingship and tyranny” after the mention of the first caliph-
ate. Al-Ba‘li in al-Arba ‘un min Riyad al-Janna cites it (#20) and declares it sound.
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The above hadith is elucidated by another narration from Hudhayfa ibn al-Yaman:

People would ask the Prophet £ about goodness but | would ask him about impending
evils lest | fall victim to them. | asked, “Messenger of Allah! We were in the time of igno-
rance then Allah brought this immense goodness; will there be any evil after it?” The Pro-
phet # said: “Yes, there will be.” | said, “Will there be goodness after it?” He said: “Yes,
but marred by some defects.” | asked, “What are its defects?” He said: “People who guide
without my guidance. You will notice good things and bad things in them.” | asked, “Is
there evil after this goodness?” He said: “Yes, there will be preachers standing and calling
others to the gates of hellfire. Whoever responds to them they throw into the fire.” | said,
“Messenger of Allah! Describe them for us.” He said: “They will be from our people [i.e.
Arabs] and speak our language [Arabic].” I asked, “What must | do if I live to see this?”
He said: “Stick to the congregation (jama ‘a) of the Muslims and their leader.” 1 asked,
“What if they have neither congregation nor leader?” He said: “In that case, stay away
from those groups, all of them, even if you must chew on tree-roots [i.e. live by yourself in
the wilderness]! And remain so until your very death.” %

A third narration—through Qatada—from Hudhayfa further details the sequence of events:

I asked, “Messenger of Allah! Will there be evil after this great good, just as there was
evil before it?” He said Yes. | asked, “How can one be immunized against it (famail-‘isma)?”
He said: “The sword.” | asked: “After this sword, will there remain anything [of good-
ness]?” He said: “Yes, there will be leadership despite mediocrity (‘ala agdha’in) and truce
despite smoke.” “And then?” “Then the missionaries of misguidance will arise. If Allah still
hasacaliph in the earth on that day, then [even] if he lashes you on the back and takes your
property, stick to him! Otherwise, [live and] die chewing on a tree-root!” “What will hap-
pen then?” “Dajjal will come out. He will have with him a river and a fire. Whoever falls
into his fire, his reward will be assured and his burden removed. Whoever falls into his
river, his burden will be assured and his reward removed.” “And then?” “Then the fast
steeds will be brought out and they will not be ridden before the Hour rises.” Qatada said
“the si\éxslord” refers to the war against the great apostasy (al-ridda) in the time of Abu
Bakr.

Another report specifies that al-Mahdi’s helpers — or among them — are the Abdal.***

132Narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
1%3Narrated by Abii Dawiid and Ahmad. The expression “if Allah still has a caliph in the earth” invali-

dates the claim that it is an innovation to call anyone other than Adam and Dawid .-+ “the caliph of
Allah on earth” cf. *Abd al-Rahman Hasan Habannaka, La Yasihhu an Yugal al-Insanu Khalifatun ‘anilLahi
Ji Ardihi fahiya Magalatun Batila (“It is incorrect to say that Man is a Caliph of Allah on His earth,
therefore it is an invalid statement’ )l Habannaka wrote this booklet as a teacher in Jami‘at Umm al-Qura.

*Narrated by Ma‘mar in al-Jami‘ (‘Abd al- -Razzaq’s Musannaf 11:371), al-Dani in al-Sunan al-Warida

fil-Fitan (5:1092), and others cf. al-Munawi in Fayd al-Qadir (6:277).
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The Abdal Are in Syro-Palestine PAAINE U\/‘)\}\)\

8. Shurayhibn ‘Ubayd said that the people of Syro-Palestine were mentioned in front of ‘Al
ibn Abi Talib <% while he was in Irag, and some people said to him: “Curse them, Com-
mander of the Believers!” He replied: “No, I heard the Messenger of Allah # say: ‘The
Substitutes (al-4bdal) are in Syro-Palestine — forty men, every time one of them dies, Allah
substitutes another in his place. By means of them Allah brings down the rain, gives us
victory over our enemies, and averts punishment from the people of Syro-Palestine.’” %
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1% Narrated by Ahmad in both the Musnad and Fada i/ al-Sahaba (2:906) (and, through him, Ibn Asakir
1:289), with asound chain as indicated by al-Sakhawi in al-Magasid, al-Haythami in Majma“ al-Zawa 'id,
al-Munawi, al-Suyuti in al-Khabar al-Dall ‘ala Wujid al-Qutb wa al-Abdal, and al-Ghumari in his notes
on the latter who all declared its narrators trustworthy. Al-Suyuti similarly declared it sound in al-Jami
al-Saghir. Al-Maqdisi in al-Mukhtara (2:110) and Muhammad ibn *Abd al-Hadi in Fada il al-Sham (p.
43 #15) cite the same chain while Ibn < Asakir (1:296) narrates it through Isma‘Tl ibn ‘Ayyash from Safwan
ibn ‘Amr al-Saksaki from Shurayh from “Ali from the Prophet £ cf. al-Suyiti’s al-Khabar al-Dail (p. 4)
and al-Sam‘ani in Fada il al-Sham (p. 49) through Safwan, from an unnamed Shaykh. To the correct ob-
jection that Ahmad’s chain is mungati* because Shurayh never met ‘Ali, al-Haythami (10:62) replied:
“Shurayh narrated from al-Miqdad [ibn al-Aswad], who is older than ‘Ali.” Al-Suyiti in al-Khabar al-
Dall (p. 4-5) cites Ibn ‘Asakir’s narration of corroborating chains of the same hadith from ‘Abd Allah
ibn Zurayr al-Ghafili from ‘Al from the Prophet % with weak or very weak chains. Al-Sakhawi men-
tions Shurayh’s narration in his Maqasid (p. 33 #8) and states that it is more likely a saying of *Alf him-
self. This is confirmed by: (1) The mawquf narration of the same hadith from ‘Abd Allah ibn Zurayr from
‘Alfin Ibn Yainus’s Tarikh Misr as cited by al-Suyiti in al-Khabar al-Dall (p. 5-6); (2) The sound mawgqiif
narration of the same hadith from ‘Abd Allah ibn Zurayr from ‘Alf with a similar chain through ‘Uthman
ibn Sa‘ld al-Darimi1 by al-Hakim (1990 ed. 4:596) who said it is sahih — al-Dhahabi concurred; (3) The
sound mawgiif narration of the same hadith from al-Zuhri from “Abd Allah ibn Safwan from ‘Alf in
Imam Ahmad’s Fada il al-Sahaba (2:905), al-Azdi’s al-Jami (11: 249), Tbn Abi al-Dunya’s al-Awliya’
(p. 30), al-Bayhagi, al-Khallal’s al-Awliya’, al-Maqdis in two places in al-Mukhtara (2:111-112), and Ton
‘Asakir. The same mawqf report is also narrated from al-Zuhr from Safwan ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Safwan
from Shurayh from Alf by Ibn Rahiiyah, al-Dhahabi in ‘llal Hadith al-Zuhri, and al-Bayhaqi in Dald il
al-Nubuwwa, while al-Suyiti cited many other chains. Even if the report were established as sound only
from ‘Alj, it would still have the force of a Prophetic narration as it contains information about the unseen
which is not subject to opinion, and is confirmed by other narrations.
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The hadith Master al-Sakhawi cited Shurayh ibn ‘Ubayd’s narration as the strongest report
on the Abdal and said:

What makes this hadith stronger and indicates its currency among the Imams is the
statement of our Imam, al-Shafi‘i, concerning a certain man: “We considered him one of
the Abdal” and al-Bukhari’s words concerning another: “They did not doubt that he was
one of the Abdal,” and other than these two among the highly meticulous scholars, hadith
Masters, and Imams [such as Qatada, see above] also used this description for other
people, stating that they were of the Abdal.**®

There are many additional examples of the above among the early authorities. Abt Hatim
said of ‘Abd al-Kabir ibn Mu‘afa that he was considered one of the 4bdal. Abi Dawud in the
Sunan narrates the same from Muhammad ibn ‘Isa about ‘Anbasa al-Qurashi. Ibn Majah in his
Sunan states the same of Yahya ibn ‘Uthman al-Himsi, al-Khatib of Aba ‘Umar al-Khawlani,
Abti Nu‘aym al-Asbahani of Abu al-Shaykh’s grandfather, Abt Bakr Mahmud ibn al-Faraj al-
Wadhankabadhi al-Asbahani, who died without knowing he was one of the 4bdal, al-Bayhaqi
of Jabir ibn Marzuq, al-Daraqutni of al-Nadr ibn Kathir al-Sa‘di, al-Nawawi of the hadith
Master Hammad ibn Salama ibn Dinar (d. 167), etc.*®’

Ibn Hajar said, as reported by al-Munawi: “Some of the reports on the Abdal are sound,
some weak.” Al-Suyuti in al-7a ‘agqubat ‘ala al-Mawdi ‘at asserted that the unspecific Pro-
phetic report of the existence of the 4bdal is sahih and its general meaning is mass-transmitted
(mutawatir). This is confirmed by the hadith Master Muhammad ibn Ja‘far al-Kattani and Imam
Ibn ‘Abidin.?® This shows the inaccuracy of the claim that “all the Prophetic reports that
mention the Abdal are invalid.” Al-Suytti’s position is supported by the fact that the Salaf be-
lieved in the existence of the 4bdal, while Ibn Taymiyya himself included such belief into his
Islamic creed entitled al- ‘Agida al-Wasitiyya.

Following are four additional good reports on the Abdal:

e The Prophet £ said: “Do not curse the people of Syro-Palestine but curse their worse
men. For among them are the Abdal.”**®

16 Al-Sakhawi, al-Magasid al-Hasana (p. 33 #8).

BT Al-Khatib, al-Jami* li Akhlag al-Rawt (1983 ed. 2:229); Abi Nu‘aym, Akhbar Ashahan (2:315) cf.
Abu al-Shaykh, Tabaqgat al-Muhaddithin bi Asbahan (3:392 #425); al-Bayhaqt, Shu‘ab al-/man (4:137);
al-Daraqutni, al-‘llal (6:63); al-Nawawi, Bustan al- ‘Arifin (p. 31). Cf. also Musa ibn Khalaf in Ahmad’s
Musnad and Muslima ibn Masqala in Ibn Hajar, 1saba (2:328).

18 Al-Kattant, Nazm al-Mutanathir (p. 220-221) and Ibn ‘Abidin, Majmii ‘at al-Rasa’il (2:264-281).
¥Narrated as part of a longer hadith from ‘Al by al-Tabarani in al-Awsat with a chain of trustworthy
narrators except for ‘Abd Allah ibn Lahi‘a. Ibn ‘Adi said in al-Kamil (4:144 #977, 4:153): “Ibn Lahi‘a’s
narrations are fair, the Salaf did not declare him weak, and he is fair as a narrator.” Cf. al-Haythami (7:52):
“There is weakness in him and his narrations could be graded fair”; (4:196, 5:325): “There is weakness
in him and his narrations are fair”; (1:155, 5:23, 10:16): “His narration is fair.” Moreover, Ibn Lahi‘a
relates this narration from ‘Iyash ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Abd Allah ibn Hubayra, and al-Harith ibn Yazid.
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e The Prophet £ also said: “The earth will never lack forty men similar to the Friend of
the Merciful [Ibrahim 3<&]. Through them people receive rain and are given help. None
of them dies except Allah substitutes another in his place.” Qatada said: “We do not
doubt that al-Hasan is one of them.” 4

e Another version — part of a longer hadith pertaining to al-Mahdi and al-Dajjal — states
that ‘Ali said to the people of Iraq: “Do not curse the people of Syro-Palestine for
among them are the Substitutes (al-4bdal), but curse their injustice.”*

e Another version states that at Siffin a man exclaimed, “O Allah! Curse the people of
Syro-Palestine!” But ‘Ali said: “Stop! Do not curse the people of Syro-Palestine as a
whole (jamman ghafiran). For among them are the Substitutes.”*4?

‘Uthman ibn ‘Afa’ said that his father ‘Afa’ al-Khurasani, the Imam, told him: “The 4bdal
are forty persons (arba ‘una insanan).” ‘Uthman said: “Forty men.” ‘Ata’ said: “Do not say
‘forty men’ but say “forty persons’; there might be women among them.”4

A Prophetic report of disputed validity states: “The Substitutes in this Community are
thirty like Ibrahim the Friend of the Merciful. Every time one of them dies, Allah substitutes an-
other one in his place.”*** Another version adds: “Through them the earth subsists (bihim tagiimu
al-ard), you receive rain, and you achieve victory.”%

In another version ‘Awf ibn Malik said to the people of Egypt: “Do not curse the people of
Syro-Palestine, for | heard the Messenger of Allah # say: ‘Among them are the Abdal. Through
them you achieve victory and receive sustenance.”*4

A narration of Ibn ‘Abbas states: “The world after Nuih %<& has never been without seven
people through whom Allah # wards off evil from humankind.”**” Al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi re-

“ONarrated from Anas by al-Tabarani in al-Awsat with a fair chain and from Ibn Mas‘nd with a chain
contarnrng two unknown narrators, both cf. al-Haythami (10:63).

- Narrated by al-Hakim (4:553=1990 ed. 4:596) who graded it sound (sahih), and al-Dhahabi concurred.
Y42Narrated from al-Zuhri, from the 7abi 7 Safwan ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Safwan by Ibn al-Mubarak in al-
Jihad (p. 152 #192) and, through him, Nu‘aym ibn Hammad in the Fitan (1:235 #663) cf. (with a differ-
ent chain) al-Maqdisi in al-Mukhtara (2 111 #485) and Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi and al-Sam‘ani in their Fada’i/
al-Sham (resp. p. 51 and p. 41) while others narrate it from al-Zuhri, from Safwan’s father, the Compan-
ion ‘Abd Allah ibn Safwan cf. ‘Abd al-Razzaq (11:249) through Ma‘mar ibn Rashid and Ibn Abi al-
Dunya in al-Awliya’ (p. 30 #70). Ahmad in Fada il al-Sahaba (2:2:905 #1726) narrates it through both.
1 Narrated by Ibn ‘Asakir (1:299).

“*4Narrated from ‘Ubada ibn al-Samit by Ahmad (37:413), al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi in Nawadir al-Usil, lbn
Marduyah Ibn “Asakir (1:292), Ibn Kathir in his Tafsir for the verse £And if Allah had not repelled some
men by others the earth would have been corrupted (2:251), and al-Khallal in Karamat al-Awliya’.
AI -Haythamt (10:62) indicated that Ahmad’s narrators were trustworthy but Ahmad himself declared it

rejected” (munkar) after narrating it. Yet al-Suyiti declared it sahh in al-Jami * al-Saghir (#3032).

“5Al-Tabarani in al-Kabir, al-Bazzar from ‘Ubada ibn al-Samit, and Ibn ‘Asakir (1:298) magts‘ from
Abii al-Zahiriyya Hudayr ibn Kurayb al-Himst. Al-Suyatt declared it sahih in al-Jami ‘ al-Saghir and al-
Munawi did not contradict him in Fayd al-Qadir. However, al-Haythami (10: 63) said that their chains
contains two unknown narrators, which makes the narration weak. Al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (10:181) also
narrates from Ibn Mas‘d a similar narration mentioning the number forty.

““Narrated by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (18:65) and al-Sam‘ani in Fada ‘il al-Sham (p. 48 #20), both with
a very weak chain through ‘Amr ibn Wagqid who is discarded as a narrator even if al-Suyiti declares it
hasan in al-Jami* al-Saghir, and al-Munawi did not contradict him in Fayd al-Qadir.

4'Narrated by Ahmad in al-Zuhd and al-Khallal in Karamat al- -Awliya’ with a sound chain according to
al-Suyti in al-Durr al-Manthir.
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lates areport in which the Prophet % is said to refer to Hilal al-Habashi (the Mawi/a of al-Mughira
ibn Shu‘ba) as “one of the seven through whom the earth subsists and the best of them.”4

Wahb ibn Munabbih said: I saw the Prophet £ in my sleep and said: “Messenger of Allah!
Where are the Substitutes of your Community?” He gestured with his hand towards Syro-
Palestine. I said: “Messenger of Allah! Are there notany in Iraq?” He said: “Yes, Muhammad ibn
Wasi‘, Hassan ibn Abi Sinan, and Malik ibn Dinar, who walks among the people like Aba
Dharr in his time.”*4

A very weak narration states: “The Substitutes (budala’) of my Umma did not enter Para-
dise through much fasting nor much prayer. They entered Paradise only through innocence of
breast, generosity of spirit, excellent manners, and mercy to all Muslims.”*%

A forged narration states that when ‘Alf asked the Prophet # how many the Substitutes
were, he replied: “They are sixty men.” ‘Ali said, “Messenger of Allah, describe them for
me.” The Prophet £ said: “They do not keep finding fault with others (mutanatti ‘in), nor do
they commit innovation, nor do they split hairs (wala bil-muta ‘ammiqin). They did not reach
what they reached through much prayer nor much fasting nor much almsgiving but only
through generosity of spirit and innocence of heart as well as sincere faithfulness to their

leaders. They are, “Alf, rarer than the purest gold (a‘azzu min al-kibrit al-ahmar)!” %

Another forged report states: “The elite (khyar) of my Community are five hundred and
the Substitutes are forty. Neither the five hundred diminish nor the forty. Every time one of
the latter dies, Allah substitutes him with one of the five hundred and enters someone into the
latter, so that neither the forty nor the five hundred diminish.” They said, “Messenger of
Allah! Tell us about their deeds.” He said: “They forgive whoever wronged them, treat well
those who treated them badly, and share their God-given worldly possessions.”*>2

Al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi cited Abu al-Darda’s description of the 4bdal as “Neither feigning
death nor feigning humility” (laysii mutamawitin wala mutakhashshi ‘in)*>® then he cited a
narration, attributing it to the Prophet £, stating: “We seek refuge in Allah from hypocritical
humility (khushii* al-nifag) — when the body is humble but the heart is not.”%*

18 Al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi, Khatm al-4wliya’ (p. 443) and Nawadir al-Usiil (#123), Aba Nu‘aym, Hilyat al-
Awllya (1985 ed. 2:81), the latter also ‘mentioning Uways al-Qaran, and Ibn Hajar, Isaba (6:550).

“Narrated from Julays by Ahmad in al-Zuhd, Ibn Abi al-Dunya, Abai Nu‘aym, al-Bayhaqi, and Ibn
‘Asaklr (1:302).

Narrated from al-Hasan al-Basri, “from Abiu Sa‘id al-Khudri or someone else” by al-Bayhaqi in
Shu‘ab al-fman (7:439 #10893) and mursal from al- Hasan al-Basri by Ibn Abi al-Dunya in al-Awliya’
(p- 28 #58), both through Salih al-MarT who is discarded; from Anas with a very weak chain through
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Dinawri; and from Abii Sa‘id al-Khudri by al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi in
Khatm al- -Awliya’ (p. 442) with an extremely weak chain through Salih al-MarT missing, furthermore, two
non- successive links. Cf. lbn Hajar, Lisan al-Mizan (5:260 #898).

YINarrated by Ibn AbT al-Dunya in al-Awliya’ (p. 12) and al-Khallal in al-4wliya’ through the forger
Mujashl ibn ‘Amr. The number sixty is also mentioned in another very weak report cf. 1Isaba (2:312).
12Narrated supposedly from al- Awza‘1, from al-Zuhri, from Nafi<, from Ibn ‘Umar by Abii Nu‘aym, Hilya
21985 ed. 1:8) and Ibn ‘Asakir (1:302- 303) through the unknown ‘Abd Allah ibn Hariin al- Sari cf. Mizan.
53|n Khatm al-Awliya’ (p. 426).

Narrated mawquffrom Abii al-Darda’ by Ibn Abi Shayba (7:243 #35711) and Ahmad in al-Zuhd (p.
142), from Abt al-Darda> by Ibn Abi ‘Asim in al-Zuhd (p. 142) and al- -Bayhadl in Shu‘ab al-fman (5:364
#6966), and from “Abii al-Darda’ or Abii Hurayra” by Ibn al-Mubarak in al-Zuhd (p. 46 # 143). Only al-
Hakim al-Tirmidhi raises this narration to the Prophet £ in Nawadir al-Usil and Khatm al-Awliya’.
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The Siddiqin and Other Great Saints uwM\ e
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The Prophet # described a similar type of great Awliya in many authentic narrations. One
hadith qudsr states: “Those who love one another for the sake of My Majesty shall have pulpits
of light and the Prophets and martyrs shall yearn to be in their position.” %
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Another narration states: “Truly Allah has servants whom He shall seat on pulpits of light,
and their faces shall be completely covered in light until Allah ¢ finishes [passing judgment
on] the uncleanness of creatures.”**®
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Another: “Truly there are those, among the servants of Allah, that are not Prophets but
whom the Prophets and martyrs yearn to resemble.” Someone asked: “Who are they so that we
may love them?” He said: “They are a folk who loved one another with the light of Allah,
without kinship nor affiliation. Their faces are light on pulpits of light. They shall not fear when
all people fear, nor shall they grieve when all people grieve.” Then he recited: {The Friends
of Allah! Truly no fear shall there be for them, nor shall they grieve} (10:62).5

1Narrated from Mu‘adh and ‘Ubada ibn al-Samit by al-Tirmidhi (hasan sahih) and lbn Hibban (2:338
#577), Ahmad in the Musnad and his son ‘Abd Allah in Zawa 'id al-Musnad (5:328), al- Tabarani in al-Kabir
(20:167-168), and Aba Nu‘aym in the Hilya (1985 ed. 2:131). One of ‘Ubada’s versions replaces the
Martyrs with the Siddigin.

1®Narrated from Abi Umama by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (8:112 #7527) and Musnad al-Shamiyyin (2:10)
with a good chain according to al-Haythami (10:277).

157 A mass-transmitted (mutawatir) hadith narrated from [1] Aba Hurayra by Ibn Hibban (2:332-334 #573
isnad sahih) and al-Nasa’1in al-Sunan al-Kubra (6:362 #11153), al-TabarT in his Tafsir (11:132), and al-
Mundhir in al-Targhib (4:20); [2] Abu al-Darda’ by al-Tabarani with a fair chain according to al-Mundhir;
[3] ‘Amr ibn ‘Abasa al-Sulami with a chain of narrators considered trustworthy according to al-Haythami
(cf. 10:276-277, 10:77); [4] ‘Umar by Abu Dawud with a chain of sound narrators, Aba Nu‘aym in the
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The Yemeni Companion Aba Malik al-Ash‘ari narrated that one day, when the Prophet %
finished his prayer, he turned to face the people and said: “People! Listen to this, understand
it, and know it. Allah has servants who are neither Prophets nor martyrs and whom the Proph-
ets and martyrs yearn to resemble due to their seat and proximity in relation to Allah.” One of
the Bedouin Arabs who came from among the most isolated of people twisted his hand at the
Prophet £ and said: “Messenger of Allah! People from humankind who are neither Prophets
nor martyrs and yet the Prophets and the martyrs yearn to be like them due to their seat and
proximity in relation to Allah? Describe them for us!” The face of the Prophet % showed
delight at the question and he said: “They are of the strangers from here and there. They fre-
quent this tribe or that without belonging to any of them. They do not have family connections
with each other. They love one another for the sake of Allah. They are of pure intent towards
one another. On the Day of Resurrection Allah shall place for them pedestals of light upon
which He shall seat them, and He will turn their faces and clothes into light. On the Day of Res-
urrection the people will be terrified but not those. They are {the Friends of Allah upon
whom fear comes not, nor do they grieve} (10:62).”1%8
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Hilya (1985 ed. 1:5) with a good chain as per al-Arna’tt, and al-Tabari in his Tafsir (11:132); [5] Ibn
‘Umar by al-Hakim (4:170-171 sahih, confirmed by al-Dhahabi); [6] Abit Umama by al-Tabarani with a
good chain according to al-Mundhiri (4:20) and al-Haytami (10:277); Ibn <Asakir, Ibn Abi al-Dunya in
al-Tkhwan, Tbn Abi Hatim, and Ibn Mardiyah; [7] Mu‘adh by al-Tirmidhi as already cited above; [8] Ibn
Mas‘td and [9] Aba al-Darda’as stated by al-Tirmidhi above; [10] Aba Malik al-Ash‘ari (next hadith).
18Narrated from Abi Malik al-Ash‘ari by Ahmad, al-Tabarani, and Abt Ya‘la with a chain of trustwor-
thy narrators [except for Shahr ibn Hawshab who is mostly reliable]; also by al-Baghawi in Sharh al-
Sunna (13:50 #3464) and al-Tabarf in his Tafsir (11:132)].
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The Heartland of Islam Is Sham Q\L\)\ U

9. The Yemenite Companion Salama ibn al-Nufayl al-Hadrami al-Taraghimi al-Saktini nar-
rated that the Prophet # said: “The heartland of the Abode of Islam is Syro-Palestine”
(‘ugru dar al-islami bil-Sham).**® Salama moved there and died there.
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Afuller version states that Salama (in Ahmad) or an unnamed man (in al-Nasa’1) came to
the Prophet 2 and said: “I have fattened the horses and laid down arms, for war has rested
its burdens and there is no more fighting.” The Prophet # said: “Now has fighting come!
There will not cease to be a group in my Community that will remain victorious over all
people. Allah 4 will cause the hearts of some to go astray (yuzighu Allahu qulitha agwam)
and those [the former] will fight them and receive from them His sustenance until His com-
mand comes to pass while they are in that state. Lo! Truly, the heartland of the Believers is
Syro-Palestine (‘ugr dar al-mu’minin al-Sham)! Immense good will remain tied to the fore-
locks of horses until the Day of Rising!”
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'Narrated from Salama ibn Nufayl by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (7:53 #6358) with a chain of trustworthy
narrators cf. al-Haythami (10:60), a fair hadith according to al-Suyiiti in al-Jami ‘ al-Saghir (#5444).
9Narrated with good chains from Salama by Ahmad (28:164-166 #16965 isnad hasan) al-Nasa’1, Tbn
Sa‘d (7:427-428), Ibn Abi ‘Asim in al-4Ahad (5:83 #2625), and others (see next note); al-‘Irbad ibn Sarlya
and al-Nuwwas ibn Sam*an by Ibn ¢ Asakir (1:70, 105) and al-Nuwwas by Ibn Hibban (16:296-297 #7307).
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Some versions add that the Prophet # said, with his back to Yemen: “and | find the
breath of the Merciful coming from over there [i.e. Yemen].”!®! The Ulema saw in the
latter narration a reference to Uways al-Qarani while Ibn Qutayba, Ibn Farak, and others
explained the term “the Merciful’s nafas” to mean his rescuing wind.? It is related that
when Haram ibn Hayyan asked Uways al-Qarani: “Where do you advise me to go?” Uways
replied: “To Syro-Palestine!” Haram asked: “How is one’s livelihood there?” Uways said:

“Fie to such hearts! Doubt has mixed into them and admonition is wasted on them.” %62

Imam Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam said in his book Targhib Ahl al-Islam fi Sukna al-Sham
(“The Encouragement of All Muslims to Dwell in Syro-Palestine”): “In this [Salama’s]
hadith the Prophet # informed us of the apostasy that would take place on the part of
those whose hearts Allah 45 would cause to go astray, and the fighting against the apos-
tates. In his telling us about residing in Syro-Palestine there is a sign that to live there
consists in waging war for His sake, and news that Syro-Palestine shall remain a fortified
borderline city until the Day of Resurrection. We have witnessed this, for its outer borders
are permanent front lines.”*% Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam lived in the time of the Crusades and
died in the year 660.

10. Another Yemenite Companion who lived and died in Syro-Palestine, Abii Umama al-
Bahili, narrated that the Prophet # said: “Allah made me face Syro-Palestine with my back
to Yemen and said: ‘Muhammad! | have made the region behind you a help (madad) for
you and that facing you an immunity (‘isma) and sustenance (rizq) for you.”” Then he %
said: “By the One in Whose Hand is my soul! Allah shall never cease to increase Islam
and its people, nor cease to take away shirk and its people, until a traveller can go safely
between the two puddles (al-nutfatayn) [the Arabian Gulf and the Mediterranean], fearing
nothing but an unjust ruler. By the One in Whose Hand is my soul! This Religion shall
most certainly reach everywhere the night sets [i.e. the farthest ends of the West].” 1¢°

6INarrated from Salama ibn Nufayl by al-Bukhari in his Tarikh al-Kabir (4:70-71 #1990), al-Bazzar
(9:150 #3702), and al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (7:52 #6358); also narrated as a stand-alone hadith with the
words “your Lord” instead of “the Merciful” from Abt Hurayra by Ahmad with a strong chain and al-
Tabarant in Musnad al-Shamiyyin (2:149 #1083) and al-Awsat (5:57 #4661) with a chain of trustworthy
narrators per al-Haythami (10:56) and Ibn Abi ‘Asim in al-Ahad wa al-Mathani (4:263).

182Ct. 1bn Qutayba, Ta 'wil Mukhtalaf al-Hadith (1972 ed. p. 212=1995 Dar al-Fikr ed. p. 195) and Ibn
Farak, Mushkil al-Hadith wa Bayanuh (1985 ed. p. 198).

183Cited by al-Munawi in Fayd al-Qadir (4:170-171).

8%1bn Abd al-Salam, Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 20).

% Narrated from Aba Umama by Abt Nu‘aym with an impeccably sound chain of trustworthy narrators
through Imam al-Nasawi in the Hilya (1985 ed. 6:107 gharib), al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (8:170-171 #7642)
and Musnad al-Shamiyyin (2:26) with a different, very weak chain cf. al-Haythami (10:60), and Ibn ‘ Asakir
(1:392-393) with their two chains and two more chains, one of them mursal cf. al-Sam‘ani, al-Tahbir fi al-
Mu‘jam al-Kabir (1:581) and Fada ‘il akSham (p. 45-46 #17), al-Suyiti, Ziyadat akJami < (#1242).
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‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Yazid al-Azdi al-Darani asked the 7abi‘T Abu Sallam Mamtir al-
Habashi: “What caused you to move from Hims to Damascus?” Aba Sallam replied: “By
Allah! You are the first Arab to ask me this question. I have heard that blessing is doubled in
it.”1% Among the Companions from whom Abii Sallam narrated is Abi Umama al-Bahili.

Similarly, Abu al-Darda’ lived in Hims when he first emigrated to Syro-Palestine then moved
to Damascus on ‘Umar’s order.*®’
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16Narrated by Ibn ‘Asakir (1:251) with four chains, one of them through Ibn Sa‘d (7:445), al-Raba‘1
gorlglnal ed. p. 21 #37), and al-Sam‘ani with a different chain in Fada’il al-Sham (p. 54 #27).

"Narrated by al-Hakim al- Tirmidhi in Nawddir al-Usil, Ton ‘Asakir (47:139), and al-Bayhaqi in
Shu‘ab al-Iman (7:397 #10736).
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The Invicible Group Is in Sham /U\ 2 5? M\,\QS

11. Mu‘awiya < narrated that the Prophet £ said: “A party of my Community will remain in
firm adherence to the Divine command, unharmed by those who betray or desert or oppose
them, until the coming of the order of Allah, while they are victorious over all people.” Malik
ibn Yakhamir al-Saksaki stood up and said: “Commander of the Believers! | heard Mu‘adh
ibn Jabal say: ‘They are the people of Syro-Palestine.””'®® The Prophet’s # words in this
hadith are mass-transmitted (mutawatir).
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Another version narrated from Jabir, and ‘Imran ibn Husayn states that the Prophet
said: “A party of my Community will not cease to fight, standing for truth, and have the
upper hand until the end of time” while a version of disputed validity from Anas adds that
the Prophet # was motioning toward Syro-Palestine (wa awmaa biyadihi ila al-Sham).*®®

Another version narrated from the promisee of Paradise, Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas, states
that the Prophet # said: “The people of the West (ahl al-gharb, ahl al-maghrib) will not
cease to be victorious, standing for truth, until the Final Hour rises.”"
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1%8Narrated from (1) Mu‘awiya by al-BukharT and Ahmad (Arna’iit ed. 28:128-129 #16932 isnad sahih)

aswell as (2) al-Mughira ibn Shu‘ba, (3) Jabir ibn Samura, (4) Mu‘adh ibn Jabal, (5) Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allah,
(6) Zayd ibn Argam, (7) Aba Umama, (8) ‘Umar, (9) Abii Hurayra, (10) Murrat al-Bahawi, (11)
Shurahbil ibn al-Simt, (12) ‘Ugba ibn ‘Amir, (13) Thawban (14) Sa‘d ibn Ab1 Waqqas, (15) Salama ibn

Nufayl, (16) ‘Imran ibn Husayn, (17) ‘Abd Allah ibn Hawala (18) ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar, (19) Zayd ibn

Thablt (20) Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr, and (21) Qurra ibn Iyas cf. al-Kattani, Nazm al -Mutanathir (#145).

®Narrated from Jabir by Musllm Ahmad, and Aba Dawiid; from ‘Imran by Ahmad; and from Anas by

Ibn Qani* in Mu‘jam al-Sahaba (p. 14) and Ibn ‘Asakir but al-Bukhari declared the version through Anas

“rejected and mistaken” (munkar khata’) as reported by al-Tirmidhi in his ‘Ilal although both al-Sam‘ani

and Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi narrate it in their Fada i/ al-Sham.

1Narrated from Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas by Muslim, Abt Ya‘la (2:118), al-Tabarani and others cf. n. 176.
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There are several glosses for “the people of the West,” the strongest being the explicit ref-

erence of Mu‘adh ibn Jabal < to the people of Syro-Palestine.

Shaykh al-Islam al-Nawaw1 said:

Ibn al-Madini said that [it is read al-gharab so that] “the people of al-gharab” are the
Arabs and ‘al-gharab’ refers to the very large pail (al-dalaw), as they are known to use it.
Others said that al-gharb denotes the West of the earth. Mu‘adh ibn Jabal said: “It is
Sham” and, in another narration: “The people of al-Sham.” Another narration says Bayt
al-Magqdis.'™ Tt is also said that it refers to the people of Sham and whatever lies beyond
it. Al-Qadi ‘Iyad said: “It is said that ahl al-gharb denotes the people of hardship and
long-suffering, as the gharb of anything is its utmost (hadd).”*"

Imam al-QurtubT said:

The beginning of the West in relation to the Prophet’s £ city is al-Sham and its end the
continental far-Western tip of the earth, all that lies in between being ‘the Occident’ (al-
maghrib). So then, is what is meant by ahl al-gharb, the entire West, or its beginning?
Both are possible. Abii Bakr al-Turtiisht said in an epistle he sent to the farthest part of
Morocco: “Allah knows best whether the Prophet # meant you by this hadith or whether
he meant the people of North Africa and Andalusia (ahl al-maghrib) as a whole, because
of their staunch adherence to the Sunna and the Congregation, their exemption from
innovations in the Religion, and their strict following in the steps of the pious Salaf.”1"®

Ibn Abi Hujja said:

It refers to the wise scholars of knowledge (al- ‘ulama’), as al-ghar(a)b homonymously
denotes a huge pail, or the place where the sun sets, or the abundant shedding of tears.
Therefore, the meaning of “the people of al-gharb shall not cease” etc. is: the people that
shed tears of humble Godwariness knowing Allah and His rulings, shall not cease to be
victorious.

Al-Qurtubi cited the preceding paragraph and commented:

This interpretation is confirmed by the Prophet’s # hadith: “He for whom Allah de-
sires great good, He grants him (superlative) understanding in the Religion. There will not
cease to be among the Muslims a party who will fight on the side of truth and remain
victorious over those who oppose them until the Day of Resurrection.”*’* The latter nar-
ration literally ties the first part with the last. Allah knows best.'"

Al-Suyati said — he lived in Egypt:

What supports the view that by gharb is meant the West of the earth is the narration of
‘Abd ibn Humayd and Baqi ibn Makhlad with the wording: “The people of the Occident

1 Narrated from Abii Umama by Ahmad and al-Tabarani in al-Awsat cf. Fath al-Bari (1959 ed. 13:295).
1725 |_Nawawi, Sharh Sahzh Muslim (1972 ed. 13:68).
1731 al-Suyiti, al-Dibaj ‘ala Sahih Muslim (4:514).

"Narrated from Mu‘awiya by al-Bukhari and Muslim as well as from Abii Hurayra and Ibn ‘Abbas.

S AL-Qurtubt, Tafsir, verse £Of every troop of them, a party only should go forth, that they (who
are left behind) may gain sound knowledge in religion, and that they may warn their folk when
they return to them, so that they may beware} (9:122).
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(ahl al-maghrib) will not cease to be victorious”"® and al-Daraqutni’s narration: “A party

in my Community will not cease to be victorious, standing for truth in the Occident (fil-
maghrib) until the Final Hour rises.” It would not be far-fetched to say that by the
Occident, Egypt is meant, since all include it among the Western parts.”’

Ibn Hajar said:

It is also said that by ahl al-gharb are meant the people of strength and striving in
jihad.... 1t is possible to put together the reports and say that the people to which they
refer shall be in Bayt al-Maqdis, which is part of Sham, use the pail for watering, and pos-
sess fighting strength against the enemy as well as zeal and intensity.*"®

Nearly all these meanings were cited for ahl al-gharb by the lexicographers.'” lbn Hazm

came up with the odd view that those meant by this hadith are the Christians then “the rabble
of Syria and Egypt” who shall cause dissension and dominate Islam until the Day of Judg-
ment®® while Imam al-Tirmidhi narrated from Imam al-Bukhari that ‘Alf ibn al-Madini said:
“They [the victorious group] are the learned hadith authorities (ashab al-hadith).”

1®Narrated from Sa‘d ibn AbT Waqqas by Abii ‘Awana with three strong chains in his Musnad (4:508-
509 #7510-7511), Baqi ibn Makhlad in his Musnad, and al-Daraqutni in his Fawa 'id, all with the same
route — through Hushaym — as Muslim in his Sahih cf. Ibn al-Zayyat, al-Tashawwuf (p. 31-32) I could not
find the wording in the Musnad of ‘Abd ibn Humayd and his narration (p. 115) from Mu‘awiya states:
“People of Sham! Al-Ansari [Zayd ibn Arqam] narrated to me that the Prophet % said: ‘A party in my
Community will not cease to stand for truth until the coming of the Order of Allah,” and truly I consider
that that party is you, people of Sham!” Baqi ibn Makhlad ibn Yazid, Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qurtubi al-
Andalusi, the pious ascetic and worshipful hadith Master and student of Yahya ibn Yahya al-Laythi,
compiled a Tafsi» and a Musnad in which he narrated from 1,300 Companions according to figh sub-
headings.

Y7 Al-Suyiti, al-Dibaj ‘ala Sahih Muslim (4:514).

181pn Hajar, Fath al-Bari (1959 ed. 13:295).

19C£ al-Fayriizabadi in al-Qamiis al-Muhit, 1bn al-Athir in al-Nihaya, and Ibn Manziir in Lisan al-*Arab.
1¥01bn Hazm, al-Risala al-Bahira (p. 54-56 §38-43).
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Goodness Ends Except in Sham /\«U\ LB \/\ V:DJ\

12. The Prophet # also said: “When the people of Syro-Palestine become corrupt, no good-

ness will be left among you! [Yet] there will not cease to be a group in my Community
that will remain victorious over all people; those who betray or desert them cannot harm
them in the least; and so until the Final Hour rises.” '8
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Another report states that the Prophet & said: “Goodness is ten parts, nine in Syro-
Palestine and one in the remaining countries; and evil is ten parts, one in Syro-Palestine
and nine in the remaining countries. When the people of Syro-Palestine become corrupt,
no goodness will be left in you.”*® Another version attributes this hadith to Ibn Mas‘aid. %
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8INarrated from Qurra ibn Iyas by al-Tirmidht (hasan sahih), Ahmad with three sound chains, Ibn Abi
‘Asim in al-4had (2:333), al-TayalisT (2:145 #1076), al-Baghawi in Sharh al-Sunna (14:208), Ibn Hibban
(16:292-293 #7302-7303) with two sound chains according to al-Arna’iit, al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (19:27),
Abi Nu‘aym in Hilyat al-Aw/iya’ (1985 ed. 7:230-231), al-Riyani in his Musnad (2:128), and al-Khatib
in Tarikh Baghdad (8:417, 10:182), the last five without the second part. The second part is mass-
narrated (mutawatir). Also narrated in the Fada i/ al-Sham of al-Sam‘ani (p. 35 #4) and Muhammad ibn
‘Abd al-Hadi (p. 35 #9).

¥2Narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr by alKhatib in al-Muttafaq wal-Muftarag, Ibn ‘Asakir (1:143,
1:154), and al-Sam‘ani in his Fada i/ (p. 37), all with a mursal chain because Makhiil did not meet ‘Abd
Allah'ibn ‘Amr but Ibn ‘Asakir (1:157) also narrates it through a different chain. Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam cites
it in Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 22-23) and Yagqat in Mu‘jam al-Buldan (3:312). Cf. Mishkat in al-Qari’s
Mirgat (#6292). A weak version of the first wording — in the Fada il al-Sham of the two hadith Masters
aI Raba i and al-Sam‘ani — has “When the people of Syro-Palestine are destroyed...

%Narrated mawgqif from Ibn Mas‘iid by al-Hakim (4:505=1990 ed. 4:550) who said its chain is sound —

al-Dhahabi concurred —, al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (9:177), and Ahmad in Fada il al-Sahaba (2:897-898),
the latter two with chains containing ‘Abd Allah ibn Dirar who is weak as cf. al-Haythami (10:60), and
Ibn ‘Asakir. Cited by Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi cites it in his Fada il al-Sham (p. 59).
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s, L«
Perpetual Jihad D\@w Ja\%w A

13. The Prophet # said: “The people of Syro-Palestine, their spouses, offspring, and male
and female servants are garrisoned for the sake of Allah (murabitin). Whoever takes up
residence in one of the cities of Syro-Palestine, he is in a garrison-post or borderline city
and he is a mujahid.”*®* lon ‘Abd al-Salam said of Syro-Palestine: “Its outer borders are
permanent front lines.” 8
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The Prophet £ also said: “Being garrisoned for one day in the way of Allah is better
than the entire world and all it contains,”*% “better than one thousand days otherwise,”®’
and “better than fasting and praying for one month.” %1

184Narrated from Abi al-Darda’ through Abt Muti® Mu‘awiya ibn Yahya from Arta’a ibn al-Mundhir
from someone unnamed from Aba al-Darda’ by Ibn ‘Asakir (1:282, 58:206) and al-Tabarani, the rest
being trustworthy cf. al-Haythami (10:59-60), Arta’a being trustworthy and Muti* fair cf. al-Mundhir in
al-Targhib (1997 ed. 4:32 = 1994 ed. 4:106 #4514). The hadith is confirmed by Ibn ‘Asakir’s additional
fair chain both in the Tarikh (1:283) and in Ta‘ziyat al-Muslim (p. 75) from Sa‘id al-Bajali from Shahr ibn
Hawshab (cf. n. 257) from Abi al-Darda’ and by all the hadiths that mention battles in this volume.
1phn <Abd al-Salam, Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 20).

1% Narrated from Sahl ibn Sa‘d al-Sa‘idi by al-Bukhari and Ahmad.

187Narrated from ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan by al-Nasa’t and Ahmad with a fair chain. ~
188Narrated from Salman by Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, and Ahmad and from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As
by Ahmad. Another version states ““better than one thousand years of worship including fasting and
praying nights” but this is narrated from Ubay ibn Ka‘b by Ibn Majah with a very weak chain.
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He # also said: “The one waiting for the next prayer after finishing praying is like a
cavalryman hard on his mount. The angels invoke blessings upon him as long as he neither
breaks his ablution nor leaves his place, and he is in the greatest soldiery (wahuwa fil-ribat

al-akbar)”1%

and “Lo! I will tell you through what Allah erases sins and raises degrees: per-

fect ablution in rough conditions, footsteps to the mosques, and waiting for the next prayer

after finishing praying. This is true 7ibat. This is true ribat. This is true ribat!”**
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¥Narrated from Abii Hurayra by Ahmad with a fair chain.
1%Narrated from Abai Hurayra by Muslim, Malik, and Ahmad.
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14. The Prophet £ is also related to say: “A party of my Community will not cease to fight at
the gates of Damascus and its surroundings, and at the gates of Bayt al-Maqdis and its
surroundings. The betrayal or desertion of whoever deserts them will not harm them in
the least. They will remain victorious, standing for truth, until the Final Hour rises.”*%
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Imam al-Nawawi explained the term “the Final Hour” to mean “the spread of the wind
[that takes away the lives of the Believers].”%

%INarrated from Abii Hurayra by Abii Ya‘la (11:302 #6417), al-Tabarani in al-Awsat (1:19-20 #47),
Tammam al-Razi in al-Fawda 'id (2:289-290 #1773), and Ibn ‘Asakir (1:254-256, 55:25) with four chains,
all three of them through al-Walid ibn ‘Abbad who is unknown cf. al-Haythamt (7:288, 10:60-61) and
Ibn Hajar, Lisan (6:223 #785). Ibn ‘Adi in al-Kamil (7:84) stated that this hadith is narrated only through
him cf. al-Dhahabi, Mizan. The hadith is therefore weak with this chain and wordlng but not too weak since
Ibn Hajar adduces it in the Fath (13:295), Ibn Hibban includes Ibn ‘Abbad in his Thigat (7:551 #11426),
Ibn “Asakir (1:257) adduces a fifth chain without Ibn ‘Abbad, and it is confirmed by hadith #12 and mass-
transmitted with the wording “A party of my Community shall not cease to remain victorious, standing for
truth, until the Final Hour” cf. al-Kattani, Nazm (p. 141). Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi cites it in his
Fada il al-Sham (p. 38).

192/1y Sharh Sahzh Muslim (1972 ed. 13:66).
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The Capital of Belief Q\l;\)\ FOUAS

15. The Prophet # said: “The people of Syro-Palestine are the whip of Allah on earth (sawt
Allah fil-ard). He punishes through them whomever He wishes however He wishes. It is
forbidden for its hypocrites to hold sway over its believers (waharam ‘ala mundafiqihim an
yazhari ‘ald mu’minthim) and to die other than by fear or spite.”%
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The hadith is reinforced by the reports “When the people of Syro-Palestine become
corrupt...” (#12) and “The heartland of the Abode of Islam is Syro-Palestine” (#9).'%

16. The Prophet # said: “As | was sleeping I saw the Column of the Book being carried away
from under my head. | feared lest it would be taken away, so | followed it with my eyes
and saw that it was being planted in Syro-Palestine. Verily, belief in the time of dissen-
sions will be in Syro-Palestine.”*®> The Prophet repeated three times: “When the dissen-

1%Narrated from Khuraym ibn Fatik al-Asadi by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (4:209 #4163) and Ibn ‘Asakir
(1:284-285); also mawgif from Khuraym himself by Ahmad in his Musnad (Arna’at ed. 25:467-468
#16065 da 7f =Shakir-Zayn ed. 12:438 #16010 isnad hasan), Ibn Abi ‘Asim in al-4had wal-Mathani
(2:288), and Ibn < Asakir (1:285-286) cf. al-Sam‘ani and Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, Fada il al-Sham (p. 45, p. 34).
Al-Suytti declares it sahih in al-Jami * al-Saghir (#2766) while al-Mundhir1 in al-Targhib (4:107 #4517
=4:32-33 #4682) and al-Haythami (10:60) said both its chains — whether marfii - or mawgqiif— are through
trustworthy narrators. Muhammad ibn *Abd al-Hadi cites it marfii“ in his Fada’il al-Sham (p. 34). Al-
Arna’iit defends his grading of da if by citing lbn Hajar’s phrase on Ayyib ibn Maysara ibn Halbas al-
Jabalant al-Dimasth in Lisan al-Mizan (1:489): “I saw that he narrates what might be rejected (ra’aytu
lahu md yunkar)” but lbn Hibban includes him in his Thigat (4:27-28), citing this report; no
discreditation is reported from him by al-Bukhari in al-Tarikh al-Kabir (1:421) nor by Ibn AbI Hatim in
al-Jarh wal-Ta ‘dil (2:257); nor do 1bn ‘Adi and al-Dhahabi cite him in their compilations of weak narra-
tors and the same Arna’iit accepts Ayyiib’s reports as fair in his edition of Ibn Hibban’s Sahih (3:230 n.1)!

%41t would also be reinforced by the report, “The Hour shall not rise before every nation is first presided
by its hypocrites” except that it is narrated from Ibn Mas‘td by al-Bazzar (4:265 #1434) and al-Tabaran1
W|th a very weak chain cf. al-Haythami (7:328).

®Narrated from Abii al-Darda’ by Ahmad with a chain whose narrators are all the men of the Sahzh, al-
Bazzar with a sound chain — cf. al-Haythami (7:289, 10:57-58) and al-Mundhiri in al-Targhib (1997 ed.
4:31) -, al-Tabarani in al-Kabir and al-Awsat, cf. al-Sam‘ant in Fada’il al-Sham (p. 41-42 #12); from
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sions take place, belief shall be in Syro-Palestine.” One version states: “Safety will be in
Syro-Palestine.”1%
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17. The Prophet # said: “I saw on the night that | was taken on a Night-Journey a white
column resembling a pearl, which the angels were carrying. | said to them: ‘What are you
carrying?’ They replied: ‘The Column of the Book, we have been ordered to place it in
Syro-Palestine.” Later, in my sleep, | saw that the Column of the Book was snatched away
from under my headrest (wisadati). I began to fear lest Allah the Almighty had abandoned
the people of the earth. My eyes followed where it went. It was a brilliant light in front of
me. Then | saw it was placed in Syro-Palestine.” ‘Abd Allah ibn Hawala said: “Messenger
of Allah, choose for me (where | should go).” The Prophetsaid: ‘alayka bi al-sham — “You
must go to Syro—PaIestine!"197 (This is part of the same narration as hadith #6.)
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Abl Umama by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir, Abii Nu‘aym in the Hilya (6:98), and Ibn ‘Asakir — both are
cited by Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Had1 in Fada il al-Sham (p. 28, 30) — from ‘Amr ibn al-As by Ahmad,
and from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As by al-Hakim (4:509=1990 ed. 4:555 sahih per the criteria of
aI Bukharl and Muslim, al-Dhahabi concurring), and al-Sam‘ani in his Fada il (p. 44).

%Narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir and al-Awsat cf. Muhammad ibn “Abd
al-Hadiin Fada il al-Sham (p. 29). Al-Haythami (10:58) said the men in its chain are those of sound hadith
except for Ibn Lahi‘a (see n. 139).

“"Narrated from Abi al-Darda’ by al-Bazzar and from ¢Abd Allah ibn Hawala by al-Tabarani in al-Awsat
(cited by Muhammad ibn ‘Abd “al-Hadi in Fada’il al-Sham p. 31) and Musnad al-Shamiyyin (1:345
#601), all with trustworthy narrators cf. al- Haythaml ﬁ? :289, 10:58) and Ibn Hajar in the Fath (12:403
hasan), and —without the last segment — from ‘Amribn al-*As byAhmad with aweak chain cf. al-Haythami
(10:57).
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It is also related that the Prophet % said: “Prophethood descended upon me from/in
three places: Makka, Madina, and Sham. Once it is brought out from any of them, it shall
never return to it thenceforth.”'*® Another version states: “The Qur’an was revealed in
three places: Makka, al-Madina, and Syro-Palestine.”**® Tbn Kathir said: “Al-Walid ibn

Muslim said that ‘Syro-Palestine’ here means Jerusalem (Bayt al-Maqdis) but it is better

to say that it means Tabik.”2%
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1%8Narrated from Aba Umama by al-Hakim (4:510=1990 ed. 4:555 sahih but al-Dhahabi said no) and al-
Khatib in Midih Awham al-Jam* wal-Tafiig (2:249-250 #306) and mursal from Khalid ibn Ma‘dan by
Abii Dawiid in al-Mardsil as cited by al-MundhirT in al-Targhib (4:106 #4513=4:32 #4678) and from
Arta a ibn al-Mundhir by Nu‘aym ibn Hammad in the Fitan (1:119 #277).

2%

®Narrated from Abi Umama by al-TabaranT in al-Kabir (8:171 #7717) with a weak chain as indicated
al-Haythami (7:157), Ibn ‘Asakir, and al-Sam‘ani in Fada il al-Sham (p. 40-41 #11).
%Ibn Kathir, Tafsir (3:54).
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Damascus, Fortress and Rallying-Place V\,w L}Wob
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18. The Prophet # said: “The rallying-place (fustat) of the Muslims on the day of Armageddon
(yawm al-malhama) is in al-Ghata (“the Oasis”), next to a city called Damascus which is
among the best of the cities of al- Syro-Palestine.” %%
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Another version states: “Syro-Palestine will be conquered at your hands. When you are
given the choice for your residence, you must go to a city called Damascus (Dimashq).
Truly, it will be the refuge (ma‘qil) of the Muslims from the slaughters and its rallying-
place is part of it, in a land called al-Ghiita.”?** One version states: ... Damascus, which is
the best abode for the Muslims on that day.”?% Al-Asma‘T related from Abi ‘Amr Ibn al-
‘Ala’: “The beauties of the world are three: the Abulla river [in al-Basra], the Ghata oasis
of Damascus, and Samargand” while Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Jurjani said: “Among
the wonders of the world are three: the mosque of Damascus, the lighthouse of Alexan-
dria, and the sustenance of the Siiffs.”%%*

19. The Prophet # also said: “Count six events that will closely precede the Final Hour: [1]
my death; [2] the conquest of Bayt al-Qudus (Jerusalem); [3] two deaths in my Commu-
nity that will decimate them like the curls on the backs of sheep; [4] a strife within my
Community —and he emphasized its devastation; [5] money will be abundant among you
to the point that a man shall be given one hundred dinars and scorn it; [6] a truce will take
place between you and the pale-faced ones (banu al-asfar) after which they will march

21Narrated from Aba al-Darda’ with sound chains by Abii Dawiid, Ahmad both in the Musnad (36:56
#21725 isnad sahih) and Fada'il al-Sahaba (2:899), al-Bazzar (7:177), al-Tabarani in al-Awsat (3:296)
and Musnad al-Shamiyyin (1:335), Ibn “Asakir (1:103-104), al-Hakim (4:486=1990 ed. 4:532) who de-
clared its chain sound while al-Dhahabi concurred cf. al-Mundhiri in al-Targhib (4:63=4:107 #4518) and
Muhammad ibn *Abd al-Hadi in Fada il al-Sham (p. 45 and 48-49). Also narrated mursal from Makhal
8/ Abii Dawiid.
2%2Narrated from an unnamed Companion by Ahmad with weak chains because of Ibn Abi Maryam cf. al-
Haythami (7:289, 10:57) and Ibn al-Jawzi, al-‘llal al-Mutanahiya (1:307 #492). Cited by Muhammad
Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi1 in Fada ‘il al-Sham (p. 49)

9Narrated from Abi al-Darda’ by al-Hakim (4:486=1990 ed. 4:532 sahih, al-Dhahabi concurring).
204Both narrated by al-Sam‘ani in Fada il al-Sham (p. 56-57).
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and cover a distance of eighty stops, under each stop twelve thousand of them. The
rallying-place (fustat) of the Muslims on that day is in a land called al-Ghata, in a city

called Damascus.”?®
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The Prophet # was also related to say: “The fortress (ma‘qal) of the Muslims at the time

of the great battles <that shall take place in the depth of Antioch> will be in Damascus,
their fortress against the anti-Christ (al-dajjal) will be Bayt al-Maqdis <and their fortress

against Gog and Magog (Ya ’jiij wa Ma ’jizj) will be Bayt al-Tir>.”2%

2Narrated from ‘Awf ibn Malik by Ahmad (39:411-412 #23985 isnad sahih ‘ala shart Muslim), al-

Bazzar (7:176-177 #2742), al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (18:42) with a good chain according to Ibn *Abd al-

Had1 (p. 46-47), and others.
%Narrated from al-Husayn ibn “Alf ibn Abi Talib from ‘Ali through al-Awza‘T by Abii Nu‘aym in the

Hilya (1997 ed. 6:157 #8141), from Ka‘b al-Ahbar by Nu‘aym ibn Hammad in the Fitan (2:563 #1576
except bracketed segments), and mursal from the Tabi ‘7 Abi al-Zahiriyya Hudayr ibn Kurayb by Ibn
Abi Shayba (4:217, 6:409). Abu al-Zahiriyya is trustworthy (thiga) as stated in al-Arna’at and Ma‘raf’s

Tahrir (1:256 #1153).
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21. Related to the above are Abli Dawiid’s magqtiz ‘ reports from the 7a@bi ‘in that the Prophet #
said: “The Byzantines will cut through Syro-Palestine for forty days,?°” and none but
Damascus and ‘Amman will repel them”2%; and “One of the foreign kings will dominate all

the cities except Damascus.” %
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22. The Prophet # said: “When the great battles take place, an army of foreign clients (al-
mawalz) will come out of Damascus, the noblest of the Arabs in cavalry and most skillful
in weaponry. Through them will Allah support the Religion.”?*

207 o the duration of the reign of the Dajjal cf. Hadiths #030, 33, and 41.

2%8Njarrated magqtiz ‘ from Makhiil by Aba Dawiid with a passable chain.

2Narrated magti ‘ from Aba al-A‘yas ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Sulayman by Abii Dawid and Nu‘aym in
the Fitan (2:438) with a passable chain.

#ONarrated from Aba Hurayra by al-Tabarani in Musnad al-Shamiyyin (2:414), al-Hakim (4:548=1990
ed. 4:591 isnad sahih, al-Dhahabi concurring), Nu‘aym ibn Hammad in al-Fitan (2:474, 2:498), and —
without mention of Damascus — Ibn Majah. Al-Basiri in Misbah al-Zujaja (4:206) avered that the chain is
only fair (hasan) because of ‘Uthman ibn AbT al-‘Atika. Ibn Abi al-‘Atika is weak as a unique source for
uncorroborated reports according to al-Arna’at and Ma‘raf in al-Tahrir (2:439 #4483) but Ibn Hajar cites
it in the Fath (6:278) and therefore tends to concur with al-Basiri.
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The Mawalr are at the same time foreign clients and yet “the noblest of the Arabs” because
of their sincerity and truthfulness in Islam so that their hearts are Arab even if their tongues
are foreign. This is elucidated by the supplication of the Prophet #: “O Allah! May I not live
to see a time — or: may you all not live to see a time — in which the learned will be ignored and
the forbearing will inspire no shame! Their hearts will be the hearts of foreigners or dumb beasts
(al-a‘gjim) and their tongues the tongues of Arabs.”?'! This report is strengthened by the
narration from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-*As that the Prophet # said: “A time will certainly
dawn on the people when their hearts will be the hearts of foreigners or dumb beasts.” ‘Abd
Allah said: “What are the hearts of foreigners or dumb beasts?”” The Prophet & replied: “Love
of the world! Their way of life will be that of [pre-Islamic] desert Arabs: the wealth they have
they will consider a bane to spend on jihad and a financial loss to spend on zakat.”?'2
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ZNarrated from Sahl ibn Sa‘d by Ahmad, al-Rayani in his Musnad (2:234 #1117), Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam
in Futith Misr (p. 275), and al-Dani in al-Sunan al-Warida fil-Fitan (3:527 #221), all with a weak chain
cf. al-Haythami (1:183) through Ibn Lahi‘a from Jamil al-Aslami whom some said is unknown although
Ibn Hibban included him in his Thigat cf. Ibn Hajar, Ta il al-Manfa‘a; it is narrated with a different chain
from Abili Hurayra by al-Hakim (4:510=1990 ed. 4:555 sahih, al-Dhahabi concurring) and al-Bayhaq in
Shu‘ab al-Iman (6:146 #7740) also through ‘Amr ibn al-Harith from Jamil. Ibn Abi Hatim said in his ‘llal
(2:264 #2288 and 2:416 #2755): “My father said: ‘This is the sahih version, because ‘Amr memorizes
more than Ibn Lahi‘a and is more meticulous.”” In al-Bayhaqt: al-a ‘@jim means “dumb beasts.”
#2Narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir cf. al-Haythami (3:65).
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Another report from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr himself states: “A time will dawn on the
people in which their hearts will be the hearts of foreigners or dumb beasts. The suste-
nance Allah bestows on them they will spend on animals. They will consider almsgiv-
ing a financial loss and jihad a harm.”?3
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23Narrated mawgiif from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As by al-Harith in his Musnad (1:386 #289).
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Mass Migrations and the Pious w\a\) \w U g
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23. The Prophet # said: “A huge fire will issue from Hadramawt — or: from the direction of
the sea of Hadramawt — before the Day of Resurrection, which will cause a great move-
ment of people.” They said: “O Messenger of Allah! What do you order us to do at that
time?” He said: “You must go to Syro-Palestine.”?*
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24. Mu‘awiya ibn Hayda asked the Prophet #: “Messenger of Allah, where do you order me
to go?” The Prophet £ replied: “There!” And he gestured with his hand toward Syro-

Palestine.?*
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25. Abu Umama # said: “The Hour will not rise before the best of the people of Iraq first go
to Sham and the worst of the people of Sham first go to Iraq. The Prophet % said: “You
must go to Syro-Palestine!’”#® This narration is confirmed by the authentic report of
Umm Salama in Aba Dawud already mentioned (#7).

Z4Narrated from Ibn ‘Umar by al-Tirmidhi (hasan gharib sahih) who added that it is also narrated from
Hudhayfa ibn Asid al-Ghifari, Anas, Abt Hurayra, and Abt Dharr. Also narrated from Ibn ‘Umar by
Ahmad with five chains, Ibn H1bban (16:294) with a sound chain per al-Bukhari’s criterion according to
al-Arna’tt, Ibn Abi Shayba (7:471), Ibn Tahman in his Mashyakha (#201), Aba Ya‘la, Musnad (9:405)
with a sound chain as stated by al-Haythami (10: 61), and al-Sam‘ani in Fada il al- Sham (p. 42-43 #14).
AI Raba‘Tand Muhammad ibn “Abd al-Hadi cite it in their Fada il al-Sham (respectively p. 33 and p. 61).

Narrated from Mu‘awiya ibn Hayda by al-Tirmidhi (hasan sahih).

®Narrated with a fair to weak chain by Ahmad, Ibn ‘Asakir, and Nu‘aym ibn Hammad in the Fitan
(2:631 #1762) and cited by Muhammad ibn “Abd al-Hadr in Fada ’il al-Sham (p. 33) all through Abi al-
Mashsha’ Laqit ibn al-Mashsha’ al-Bahili (also nicknamed Ibn al-Muthanna and Abi al-Muthanna)
whom Ibn Hibban included among the trustworthy Tabi ‘in in his Thigat (5:344 #5148) although “he errs
and misses” cf. Ibn Hajar, T« jil al-Manfa‘a (1:519 #1396) while the mawgiif part — Abt Umama’s own
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26. The Prophet # also said: “There will be successive emigrations (hijra ba‘da hijra), at
which time the best of human beings will be those who hold fast to Ibrahim’s 3 haven
(muhajar). Only the most evil of people will remain on the earth. Their own abodes will
loathe them, Allah Himself will detest them, and Hellfire will collect them together with
apes and swine.”?" Tbrahim’s haven is Syro-Palestine.?'®
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statement — is narrated by Ibn Abi Shayba (7:531 #37750) and the marfu * statement of the Prophet £ by
al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (8:446) and al-Bukhari without chain in al-Tarikh al-Kabir (8:446-447). Al-
Arna’tit declares the chain weak in the Musnad (36:462) then incorrectly remarks that none of the hadiths
E)ertalnmg to the excellence of Syro-Palestine is unflawed.

"Narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr by Abii Dawid, Ahmad, ‘Abd al-Razzaq from Ma‘mar ibn Rashid
in the Musannaf (11:377), and al-Hakim (4:486-487= 1990 ed. 4: 533), all with a fair chain through Shahr
ibn Hawshab (cf. n. 257), but also with a sound chain by al-Hakim (4:510-511=1990 ed. 4:556 sahih ‘ala
shart al-shaykhayn, al-Dhahabi concurring) from Aba Hurayra from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr.

Basin al- ‘AzZim Abadi’s commentary on this hadith in ‘Awn al-Ma ‘bid and others.
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27. The Prophet # said: “The growth of Bayt al-Maqdis [under the non-Muslims] signifies
the destruction of Yathrib, the destruction of Yathrib signifies the advent of Armageddon
(khurij al-malhama), the advent of Armageddon signifies the conquest of Constantinople,
and the conquest of Constantinople signifies the coming out of the Anti-Christ.”?° After
narrating this hadith to Malik ibn Yakhamir, Mu‘adh slapped him on the thigh or the
shoulder and said to him: “This is the truth as surely as you are sitting right here!” Imam
Ibn Kathir said: “Its chain is good and it is a fair hadith on which shines the light of truth-
fulness and the majesty of Prophethood.”??
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There are many narrations in support of the second conquest of Constantinople preceding
the descent of Christ.??! This indicates that this great city will first be taken over by a power
inimical to Islam as it used to be before the great Sultan Muhammad Fatih first conquered it.
The Prophet # had also predicted this first conquest in vibrant words: “Truly you will conquer
Constantinople! Truly what a wonderful leader will her leader be! Truly what a wonderful
army will that army be!”2??

2N arrated from Mu‘adh ibn Jabal by Abt Dawud, Ahmad, and others.
201bn Kathir, al-Bidaya (1:94).
221compiled by Nizam Muhammad Salih Ya‘qubi, Juz ‘un fihi al-Ahadith al-Waridatu fil-Qistantiniyya
gBeirut: Dar al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyya, 1998).

22Narrated from Bishr al-Khath‘ami or al-Ghanawi by Ahmad, al-Tabarani in al-Kabir (2:38 #1216) —
both through trustworthy narrators cf. al-Haythami (6:219),— al-Bukhari in al-Tarikh al-Kabir (2:81) and
al-Saghir (p. 139=1:306), al-Hakim (4:422 sahih also per al-Dhahabi), Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr who declared its
chain fair in al-Isti ‘ab (8:170), and al-Suyutt whodeclared it sound in al-Jami ‘ al-Saghir (#7227).
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28. In Muslim’s Sahih as narrated from Abi Hurayra, the Prophet £ said: “The Hour will not

rise before the Eastern Romans descend in al-A‘maq or Dabiq [in Syro-Palestine near
Halab]. At that time, an army from al-Madina will come out to face them from among the
best of the people of the earth that day. As each side are standing in the battle-ranks, the
Romans will say, ‘Leave us alone with those [Muslims in Syro-Palestine] who took pris-
oners from among us so that we fight them.” The Muslims will say: ‘No, by Allah! We
will never leave you alone to fight our brethren.” They will fight the Romans. A third of
the Muslim army will desert — those Allah will never forgive! Another third will be killed
— the best of martyrs in the sight of Allah! The last third will conquer. Nothing will se-
duce them from the right path. Then they will conquer Constantinople. As they are divid-
ing the spoils, having hanged their swords on the olive-boughs, the devil will cry out in
their midst, ‘The Anti-Christ (al-masih) has taken over your wives and children!” They
will all go back although this news is false. When they arrive in Syro-Palestine, the Anti-
Christ will come out and face them. As they are preparing for battle and drawing up their
ranks, the final call to prayer will be raised and ‘Isa ibn Maryam # will descend and lead
them. When the enemy of Allah sees him he will melt the way salt melts in water. Had
‘Isa left him alone he would have melted away to his death. However, Allah will kill him
through ‘Isa’s hand and the latter will show them his blood on his spear.”

e [ ' Z
£ fo- A ws 02 £ o0 -

Y B Ly el ol ) 0T e (2 50 T s

4 Z Z
& Ro ., -0 £ A

e 2 gl 0B 1 LT B dey Y BT e Gl oy
S Y I N Ol A S L G Ve Gl 02

e \

‘¢ /T/ ° o7 :I_S‘ 2 2 1" j: 2 /o/f o 8. }“ i},/ L:j‘/o ‘ P-r ° 2 -0
- ..l R \IB . . R .
AL p—éﬂl-" &Hﬁy ¢ r—é—’)li* L oY o
- p - -
s 7 328 7 ST 2 Dy 2.6 -3 A0 o g M A 0,
Il O gy ¥ el Ay Al Qe claadl il {._@_:L Sy
e
- - p ] o -

o 87 28 ':g/ ol - /10 s /i/ °o 8 Py Lo of o L s
ol o £ . o}/.//' oL - 20 ‘i { /oﬁ:. ° - ° . foﬁ
M‘Lﬁ L meadl O] Ol (g ~Lo 3 O3l
PATEANE B I R ,S&J 4, 22¢F C ol 8 se A
Jw//djm WCJ}( \\j;\.z- bpy\g JJ/J) O g b

ord

@ @ o o P A2 a/f i/ s o B b.élo‘ . ,ta /. d/
Al e ) st Jpeb Ol LBl B Oyl O g st

85



The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

;ws & cu\ u;vu LS L w gV \Ju ;,_@_»Le ;1;3 4
EE RVE ;,@J,& ook A AR @t;;)s;w S5
v.@,ﬁ.l?— u\ﬁ J\}--U‘ d‘ C’J’A\ v_hg\}d sl JMU;\ M\j) LQJV.LMO\)J

wuﬂj\jﬁ °J‘"“'° d‘jn/&::ﬁ djl.wj ("G"Ju‘ Lsebdjwrs ("G'U)J
;L;LT} Ll J,;U S Ty ale Ay e W 025 06

ZJ" fu’)u‘fé-bgl-“u‘)‘j’f}ﬁv-@jo— u\}\)r@;\;\

./0/

5 uﬂﬂ‘ J'G'b S u‘)‘j’ P

Another version, also in Muslim, from ‘Abd Allah ibn Mas‘ad, states: “They will hear the
cry that the Dajjal has taken over their progenies. They will then drop what they had in their
hands and go to face him. They will send ahead ten riders as scouts. The Messenger of Allah
# said: “Truly, 1 know their names precisely, the names of their fathers, and the colors of their
horses! They will be the best horsemen on the face of the earth on that day.””

29. The Prophet # said: “The Muslims shall have three chief regions (amsar): a chief region
at the meeting of the Two Seas (al-Bayhrayn), a chief region in al-Jiza [in Egypt], and a
chief region in Syro-Palestine (al-Sham). The people will suffer three terrors (faza ‘at). Al-
Dajjal will come out in their midst. He will wreak havoc towards the East (al-mashriq).
The first region he goes to is the region at the meeting of the Two Seas. The people there
will split into three groups. One group will say, ‘We will test him and see what he is.’
Another group will join the desert Arabs. A third group will join the chief region next to
them. With al-Dajjal there will be seventy thousand in full armor. Most of his followers
will be Jews and women. He will proceed to the next chief region. Again, its people will
split into three groups, one saying we will test him and see what he is, another joining the
desert Arabs, and a third joining the next chief region, in the West, in Syro-Palestine (bi-
gharbt al-Sham). The Muslims will fold back to ‘Aqabat Afiq and send out their infantry
but ehy will be defeated. This will bring great pressure upon them. They will suffer great
famine and hardship. Some will cook the strings of their bows and eat them. While they
are in this state, someone will call out before the dawn, ‘People! Help is here!” three times.
They will say to each other, ‘This is the voice of hope!” ‘Isa 3«2 will descend at the dawn
prayer. Their leader will say to him, ‘Spirit of Allah! Go forward and pray [as imam].” But
he will reply: “This Community has its own leaders presiding over one another.” Their
leader will come forward and lead them in prayer. Once he finishes praying, ‘Isa s will
take up his spear and go toward al-Dajjal. When al-Dajjal sees ‘Isa, he will melt like lead.
‘Tsa will spear him between the breasts and kill him. His supporters will be routed. That
day, nothing will serve to hide them anymore. Even the trees will say, ‘O Believer! Here
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is an unbeliever [hiding behind me]!” And the rocks will say, ‘O Believer! Here is an

unbeliever [hiding behind me]!*”#%
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23Narrated as part of a longer hadith from ‘Uthman ibn Abi al-‘As by Ahmad (Arna’dt ed. 29:430-432
#17900 isnad da‘7f) cf. Ibn Kathir’s Tafsir (1:580), Ibn AbI Shayba (7:491 #37478=5:136 #19324), al-
Tabarani in al-Kabir (9:60 #8392) cf. al-Haythami (7:342), and al-Hakim (4:478-479=1990 ed. 4:525
through the very weak Sa‘id ibn Hubayra), all but the latter with a fair-to-weak chain because of ‘Alf ibn
Zayd ibn Jud‘an cf. al-BasirT in Misbah al-Zujgja (2:95) although al-Tirmidht considers him “truthful”
(sadigq), he is retained by Ibn Khuzayma in his Sahih, Muslim in his as an auxiliary narrator (magqrin),
al-Haythami (4:310) declares his narrations “fair,” al- Dhahab in his marginalia on al-Hakim (3:190=1990
ed. 3:210) grades his chain passable (sa/ih), and Ibn Kathir in al-Bidaya (6:137-138) grades him as meet-
ing the authenticity criteria of the Sunan. Cf. also Khasa

Hawran and al-Ghawr” (al-Sindi).

87

’is (2:257). ““Agabat Afiq is a town between



The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

fad o7 i/f"/ 08 . L. 5 oss £ 3 e o 7,
el BN oda Jis o A8 Al 2, pmpl d Jsa
P o N 2 5 o 22 E}&i:/f Lo (. o8 o
Wb‘“wwﬂb?wﬁﬂf‘fwgﬁ@&ﬁ*@

o -
A= 0 - & - sy R0 -

PN Dy UGS Ols JEAN 0T, 156 JEAN B A0S s

s

A ] 2,
.

-

G 05y 50 L G 0 B Gy B el
> 3 EJ}‘ s w15 gy Olod o o e b e aal ol j_?\f RV iff}i
iy flo o2l JBy (widly i oo e e JUy ST oy A ol e A s

)l Jlon S o

-

30. The Prophet # said: “The Anti-Christ will come out into my Community and endure for

2

forty days or months or years” — the narrator was unsure?** — “after which Allah 4 shall
send ‘Isa ibn Maryam &, who looks exactly like ‘Urwa ibn Mas‘@id. ‘Isa <& will pursue
the Anti-Christ and destroy him. Then people will live for seven years without the least
enmity among them. Then Allah 4 will send a cool wind from the direction of Syro-
Palestine, whereupon none will remain on the face of the earth that has an atom’s worth
of goodness in their heart except they will be taken away...”??® The Prophet # described
that wind as having “the scent of musk and the touch of silk.”??
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245ee Hadiths #21, 33, and 41.

25Narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr by Muslim and Ahmad in a longer hadith cf. Fath al-Bari

{

12:406).
“Narrated from ‘Ugba ibn *Amir by Muslim.
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31. ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As said: “A time will come when people will see no believer
remaining on earth except they have gone to Syro-Palestine.”??

- - o - o VW o c/:/:o/.o/ :./oz o~ ¥ of /,/c,ﬁ o -
LS‘QJ)J'“’O%M"\T‘;Q’;WO’CWY‘CI;LSJJJ‘ QLCMCJ’"
/}o/

a}pf‘;‘;“edwu&@%fw@‘éwg‘gﬁﬁ de*@-*‘u}—ngﬁ‘ ol
Ly ol bos s s o 105 JBy & Older 8 i o Gl Go b n 8l
Uid o W)y ¥ 1 e pledl 50 3 ot 3 3 oDl i ) sl JBy a0 3Ty ol 2

Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam said of this report: “Such a statement is not made except by Pro-
phetic prescription (tawgifan).”?%

While this is generally true — in conformity with the rule of hadith science, fafsir, and
usiz/ whereby news of the unseen in an authentic mawgif’ Companion-report has the full
force of a marfii - Prophetic narration — nevertheless, certain narrators known for reporting
many Israelite reports are excluded, such as the Companions ‘Abd Allah ibn Salam and
‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-*As, as are the Successors Wahb ibn Munabbih and Ka‘b al-
Ahbar.??® However, this particular report is confirmed by the similar mawqiif report of
Abii Umama already cited and points to the last band of the Muslims surrounding ‘Isa ibn
Maryam x<& before the descent of the sweet wind that shall take the lives of all the believ-
ers that still remain on earth.

22'Narrated mawgiif from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-“As by Ibn Abi Shayba (4:217), al-Hakim (4:457=

1990 ed. 4:504 “per the criteria of al-Bukhari and Muslim,” al-Dhahabi concurring), and Ibn al-Mubarak
In al-Jihad (p. 152), each with a different sound chain, all three chains through Sufyan al-Thawri.

Ibn *Abd al-Salam, Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 24- 25)
29¢t. 1bn Hajar, al-Nukat ‘ala Kitab Ibn al- Salah (2:532); Ibn Kathir (on Ka‘b al-Ahbar and Wahb ibn

Munabblh) in his Tafsir (3:379 on 27:41-44); al-Qar’’s commentary on Ibn Hajar’s Sharh al-Nukhba
entitled Sharh Sharh Nukhbat al-Fikar fi Mustalahat Ahl al-Athar (“Commentary on Ibn Hajar’s Com-
mentary on his own book ‘Chosen Thoughts on the Terminology of Hadith Scholars’” p. 548-549); al-
Sakhawi’s Fath al-Mughith, ed. ‘All Husayn ‘Al (Beirut: Dar al-Imam al-Tabari, 1992 1:150-151); Nar
al-Din ‘Itr, Manhaj al-Nagd fi ‘Ulim al-Hadith (p. 328).
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32.

33.

The Prophet # also said: “Two groups in my Community Allah has protected against the
Fire; the group that will raid India and the group that will be with ‘Isa ibn Maryam gs&),” 2%
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Al-Nawwas ibn Sam‘an al-Kilabi said that the Prophet # mentioned the Anti-Christ
(Dajjal) to the Companions “as such a significant matter that we felt he was in the cluster
of the date-palm trees!” The Prophet # said:

The Dajjal will be a young man with coarse hair. One of his eyes juts out .... He will
remain on the earth forty days.?*! One of his days will be like a year, one like a month,
one like a week and the rest of his days will be like your days. ... He will pass through
deserted places and call on them to bring forth their treasures. Their treasures will follow
him like wasps. He will call a man in the prime of his youth and strike him with his sword
cutting him in half. The pieces will be separated from each other the distance of an arrow.
Then he will summon him and the youth will respond, coming with a cheerful, smiling
face. While Dajjal is doing this, Allah 45 will send the Christ, the son of Maryam 8. He
will descend at the white minaret East of Damascus, wearing two lightly-saffroned garments
and resting his hands upon the wings of two angels. Whenever he moves his head it
trickles water, and when he raises it, the like of pearl droplets fall from it. The unbelievers
that smell the fragrance of his breathe will die and his breath will reach wherever his sight
reaches. He will pursue the anti-Christ, find him at the Gate of Lud, and kill him. ‘Tsa <&,
will then come to the people whom Allah has shielded from the anti-Christ. He will wipe
away the dust from their faces and inform them of their ranks in Paradise. At that time,
Allah, the Most High, will reveal to ‘Tsa 38 “I have brought out some of My worshippers
I have made invincible. Lead them to Mount Tir (Sinai).” Then Allah will €let loose Gog
and Magog and they will slide out of every mound}? (21:96). Their advance groups will
pass over Lake Tabarayya and consume all its water. When its group at the rear passes
near it they will say: “At one time there was water here.” The Prophet of Allah, ‘Isa ys&
and his companions will descend from the Mount and will be unable to find even the
space of a span of a hand free among the corpses of the followers of Gog and Magog —
and their stench! Then the Prophet of Allah, ‘Isa ¥, and his companions will supplicate

20A sound narration from Thawban by al-Nasa’T in his Sunan and al-Sunan al-Kubra (3:28 #4384),
Ahmad (37:81 #22396 hasan), al-Bukhar in al-Tarikh al-Kabir (6:72 #1747), Tbn Abt ‘Asim in al-Jihad
(2:665 #288), al-Tabarani in al-Awsat (7:23-24 #6737 cf. al-Haythami 5:282) and Musnad al-Shamiyyin
£#1851) al-Bayhagi in al-Sunan al-Kubra (9:176), and Ibn ‘Asakir (15:197).

'on this duration see also Hadiths #21, 30, and 41.
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Z2Narrated from al-Nawwas ibn Sam‘an al-KilabT as part of a long hadith by Muslim, al-Tirmidhi
(hasan sahih gharib), Ton Majah, and Ahmad; also by Abt Dawid with a sound chain and al-Hakim who
said it is sahih — al-Dhahabi concurred; and from Aws ibn Aws al-Thagafi by al-Tabarani in al-Kabir

(1:186, 19:196) with a sound chain as indicated by al-Haythami (8:205).
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Al-Khadir Pk ;:a/crj\

Certain reports show, and some of the early Scholars held that the “man in the prime of his
youth” whom al-Dajjal cleaves in two and revives but who then mocks him, is al-Khadir 8.2
Abt Sa‘ld al-KudrT narrated that the Prophet £ said: “A man who is the best of people — or
among the best of people — will come out to confront the Anti-Christ. He will say to him: ‘I
bear witness that you are the Dajjal of whom the Messenger of Allah # spoke to us.” The
Dajjal will say to the people: ‘If I kill this man then revive him, will you still have doubts
about me?” They will say no. He will kill him then revive him, but the latter will say, upon
being revived, ‘By Allah! I was never as certain as I am now concerning you [being an impos-
tor]!” The Dajjal will want to kill him again but he will no longer have power over him.”%#
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a May also be pronounced al-Khidr cf. al-Nawawi, Tahdhib al-Asma’ wal-Lughat (1:176).

Z3Narrated from Aba Sa‘id al-Khudri by Musllm also by Abt Ya‘la (2:332) and al-Hakim (1984 ed.
4:581=orig. ed. 4:537), both through ‘Atiyya ibn Sa‘d who is weak, and with another chain (by Abi
Ya‘la 2:535) through Sufyan ibn Waki® who is weak; also narrated from Abi Umama al-Bahilt by Ibn
Mg3jah in his Sunan (book of Fitan) through Isma‘il ibn Rafi‘ who is weak in his memorization; also
narrated by Nu‘aym in al-Fitan (2:551) with a chain missing several unnamed links between Nu‘aym
and al-Zuhri. Also narrated by al-Dani (d. 444) in his book al-Sunan fi al-Fitan (6:1178) but with a
mursal chain from the Tabi‘T Aba Mijlaz.
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Abt Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Sufyan said right after this report in Sahih Muslim:
“It is said that this man is al-Khadir.” Likewise, Ma‘mar ibn Rashid said in his Jami* after
narrating the same report: “I have heard that the man Dajjal kills is al-Khadir.” 1bn Hibban
relates the same from Ma‘mar after narrating the report in his Sahih and says: “Ma‘mar said
that they considered this man whom the Dajjal kills then revives to be al-Khadir.”?** as he is
the one meant in the hadith whereby a man faces the Antichrist and belies him, whereupon the
latter saws him in half then revives him only to be belied again.

The Prophet % alluded to the possibility that al-Khadir might face al-Dajjal when he said,
as reported from ‘Abd Allah ibn Suraqga, from Abiti ‘Ubayda ibn al-Jarrah: “It may be that one
of those who saw me and heard my speech will meet the Dajjal.”?*® Imam al-Tirmidhi said this
was also related from several Companions.
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ZMa‘mar, Jami‘ in ‘Abd al-Razzaq (11 :393) and Ibn Hibban (15:213). Al-Barzanji in al-Isha‘a li
Ashrat al-Sa‘a (1997 ed. p. 279-281; 1995 ed. p. 204-205) also lists this report among the proofs to the
effect that al-Khadir s is alive and shall face and belie the Antichrist (al-Dajjal). The claim by Shu‘ayb
al-Arna’at in Ibn Hibban (15:213 cf. 14:110) that “the vast majority of the people of knowledge hold that
al-Khadir is dead” is baseless and Ibn ‘Ata’ Allah al-Sakandari said in Lata 'if al-Minan (1:84-98) that
the totality of the Siifis hold that he is alive.

A fair hadith narrated from Abi ‘Ubayda by Ahmad with two chains, al-Tirmidh (hasan gharib), Abii
Dawid, Abii Ya‘la (#875), Ibn Abi Shayba (7:490), al-Bazzar (4:107 #1280), Ibn Hibban (15:181), Abii
Nu‘aym in Ma‘rifat al-Sahaba (#594), and al-Hakim (4:542-543) cf. Fath (13:95). Al-Tirmidh said it is
also narrated from other Companions. Al-Arna’iit’s weakening of ‘Abd Allah ibn Suraqa is unwarranted,
as for his disregard of al-‘IjIi’s grading him trustworthy it is a novelty begun by al-Mu‘allimi and
marketed by al-Albani as demonstrated by Shaykh Mahmad Mamdiih in al-7a 7if (1:357-383).
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Al-Khadir is mentioned in the Qur’an without being named other than as €one of Our
slaves, unto whom We had given mercy from Us, and had taught him knowledge from Our
presence? (18:65), and by name in al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Among the strongest transmitted proofs showing that al-Khadir is alive are two reports, one
narrated by Imam Ahmad in al-Zuhd whereby the Prophet # said that Ilyas and al-Khadir
meet every year and spend the month of Ramadan in al-Qudus, and the other by Ya‘qtb ibn
Sufyan from ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘ Aziz whereby a man he was seen walking with was actually
al-Khadir. 1bn Hajar declared the chain of the first fair and that of the second sound.?* He
goes on to cite another sound report narrated by Ibn ‘Asakir from Abu Zur‘a al-Razi whereby
the latter met al-Khadir twice, once in his young age, the other in his old age, but al-Khadir
himself had not changed.

There are innumerable stories told about meetings with al-Khadir in the books of Islam.
The hadith Master al-Sakhawi stated: “It is well-known that al-Nawawi used to meet with al-
Khadir and converse with him among many other unveilings (mukashafat).”*" lbn al-Jawzi
narrates in Managqib al-Imam Ahmad with his chain from Bilal al-Khawass that the latter met
al-Khadir and asked him: “What do you say of al-Shafi‘1?” He replied: He is one of the
Pillar-Saints (al-awtad).” “And Ahmad ibn Hanbal?” He said: “He is a Siddig.”**®

This narration is one of Ibn al-Jawz1’s self-contradictions in view of his censorious fatwa —
in his ‘Ujalatu al-Muntazir fi SharhiHali al-Khadir —that “to suggest that al-Khadir is alive con-
tradicts the Shari‘a,” yet this is precisely what he does in Managib Ahmad while in his Muthir al-
Gharam al-Sakin he narrates several narrations to that effect!?* His descendent Ibn al-Qayyim in
al-Manar al-Munif and the latter’s editor, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Fattah Aba Ghudda, content them-
selves with the view that he died while Shaykh Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tt goes too far in claiming that
“the Jumhiir of the Ulema holds that he is dead.”?*® In fact, Imam Ibn al-Salah in his Fatawa,
Imam al-Nawaw1 in Tahdhib al-Asma’ wal-Lughat, Imam al-Sakhawi in Tarjumat Shaykh al-
Islam al-Nawawt and others stated that the Jumhir of the Ulema holds that al-Khadir is alive and
present among us “except for certain wayward hadith scholars,” while Imam Ibn ‘Ata’ Allah in
Lata ’if al-Minan states there is consensus among the Siifis that al-Khadir is alive.

Al-Qadi ‘Iyad in his notice on Ibn Abi Zayd in Tartib al-Madarik narrates from al-Ajdabi:
“I was sitting with Abti Muhammad [Ibn Abi Zayd] when Aba al-Qasim ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
‘Abd al-Mu’min the mutakallim was with him. A man asked them about al-Khadir and whether
it could he said that he was still in this world in spite of all this time and would not die until

236|n Fath al-BarT (1959 ed. 6:435).

37 Al-Sakhawi, Tarjimat Shaykh al-Isiam Qutb al-Awliya’ al-Kiram wa Fagih al-Anam MuhyT al-Sunna
wa Mumit al-Bid'a Abi Zakariyya Muhyt al-Din al-Nawawi (“Biography of the Shaykh of Islam, the
Pole of the Noble Saints and Jurist of Mankind, the Reviver of the Sunna and Slayer of Innovation ‘Abii
Zakarlyya Muhyiddin al-Nawawi”) (Cairo: Jam‘iyyat aFNashr wa al-Ta’Iif al-Azhariyya, 1935 p. 33).
2810 al-Jawz, Manaqlb al-Imam Ahmad (p. 144).
239Ct. al-Yafi‘T’s criticism cited by al-Nabhani in Shawahid al-Haqg (p. 200) and al-Haytam’s criticism
|n his Fatawa Hadithiyya (p. 307).

“0Cf. Hajji Khalifa, Kashf al-Zuniin (2:1125) and Aba Ghudda, ed. al-Manar al-Munif (p. 67-76).
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the Final Hour comes and whether this is refuted by the words of the AImighty,éWe did not
give any human being before you immortality% (21:34). They replied to him together that
that was possible and permitted and al-Khadir could live until the Final Trumpet was blown.
For immortality is connected to remaining as long as the Next World remains, while remain-
ing until the Trumpet is blown is not immortality. Do you not see that Iblis — may Allah curse
him — is not immortal, but he is one of those deferred until the Day of a Known Time?”24

2\1-Qadt ‘lyad, Tartib al-Madarik (6:220).
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34. Ka‘b al-Ahbar??2 spoke of this final sovereignty over Syro-Palestine as part of the Pro-
phet’s # description in the Torah according to the saying of Allah #& {Those who follow
the messenger, the unlettered Prophet, whom they can find described in the Torah
and the Gospel (which are) with them} (7:157):
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e Ibn ‘Abbas asked Ka‘b al-Ahbar: “What qualities of the Messenger of Allah # do
you find written in the Torah?” Ka‘b replied: “We find him named Muhammad ibn ‘Abd
Allah, his birthplace is Makka, his place of migration Tabah [= Madina], and his king-
dom Syro-Palestine. He is not coarse of speech nor boisterous in the market-places. He
does not return wrong with wrong but forgives and pardons. His Community are the Oft-
Praisers (al-hammadiin). They praise Allah in every happy and sad occasion, and extol
Allah on every height. They cleanse their limbs, wear the waist-wrap, and line up for
their prayers just as they do for battle. The sound they make in their places of worship is
like that of bees. Their callers [to prayer] can be heard in the air of the heaven.”2*
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242This trustworthy Tabi 7 is mukhadram i.e. he may have met the Prophet % and is therefore accorded
the same respect as the Companions. Even if he is known to relate Israelite reports (isra tiyyat), these
reports are accepted when they are confirmed by the Qur’an and/or Sunna. This rule is spelled out by the
Prophet £ in his saying: “Convey [the Religion] on my behalf, even a single verse, and narrate without
constraint (haraj) from the Israelites, but whoever purposely tells a lie about me, let him prepare himself
for his seat in the Fire.” Narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As by al-Bukhari, al-Tirmidhi
(hasan sahih), Ahmad, and al-Darimi. Al-Shafi‘1 said: “It means: narrate from the Israelites whatever you
know not to be a lie, and whatever you consider to be possible (ma tujawwizinahu), there is no constraint
on you not to narrate it from them.” In Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bar7 (1959 ed. 6:498).

#3Narrated by al-Darimi, Ibn Sa‘d (1:360), al-Taymi in Dala il al-Nubuwwa (p. 151) with a chain of
trustworthy narrators except for the 7abi ‘T Abt Farwa, who is unknown. The only person to narrate from
him in the Nine Books is Mu‘awiya ibn Salih ibn Hudayr, who is trustworthy (thiga).
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e In another version Ka‘b said: “The description of Muhammad % in the Torah is as
follows: “‘Muhammad is My chosen servant. He is neither rough nor harsh. He is not
boisterous in the market-places nor does he return wrong with wrong, but he forgives and
pardons. His birthplace is Makka, his place of migration Madina, and his kingdom Syro-
Palestine.””?*

e In another version Ka‘b said: “In the first line [of the Torah’s text] is: ‘Muhammad
the Messenger of Allah, My elect servant! He is neither rough nor harsh. He is not
boisterous in the market-places nor does he return wrong with wrong, but he forgives
and pardons. His birthplace is Makka, his place of migration Madina, and his kingdom
Syro-Palestine.” In the second line is: *‘Muhammad the Messenger of Allah! His Com-
munity are the Oft-Praisers. They praise Allah in every happy and sad occasion. They
praise Allah in every place and extol Him on every high place. They observe the
movements of the sun and accomplish the prayer when its time comes, even if they find
themselves on top of a refuse-heap. They wear the waist-wrap and cleanse their limbs.
The sound of their voices in the night air is like that of bees.””*%
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2*4Narrated by Ibn Sa‘d (1:360) with two chains, Aba Nu‘aym, Hilya (5:387) with three, al-Fasawi, al-
Ma‘rifa wal-Tartkh (3:338), and al-Bayhaqi, Dala’il (1:377) cf. 1bn Hajar, Nuzhat al-Sami in (p. 89-90).
“Narrated by Ibn ‘Asakir in Tarikh Dimashg (1:175-176) and al-Darimi with a very weak chain be-
cause of al-Darimi’s shaykh, Zayd ibn ‘Awf, who is discarded as a narrator but Aboi Nu‘aym narrates it
in the Hilya (5:387) with a different chain cf. Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam, Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 25-26).
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Other similar strong reports from Ka‘b do not mention Makka, Madina, and Syro-
Palestine.?*® ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, ‘Abd Allah ibn Salam, ‘A’isha, and Wahb
ibn Munabbih all relate something similar to the above reports but also without mention
of Makka, Madina, and Syro-Palestine.?*’

A hadith supposedly narrated from Abt Hurayra claims that the Prophet % said:
“Four of the cities of the world are from Paradise: Makka, al-Madina, Bayt al-Maqdis,
and Damascus, while four are cities of the Fire: Rome, Constantinople, San‘a’, and
Antioch.”2* This is a forgery.

26Narrated from Ka‘b by al-Tabar in his Tafsir (9:83), Ibn Sa‘d (1:360), al-Bayhag in his Dala’il al-
Nubuwwa, and Abt Nu‘aym in his.

247<Ad Allah ibn “Amr: Narrated by Ahmad, al-Tabar in his Zafsir (9: 83), al-Bukharf in the Sahth and al-
Adab al-Mufrad (p. 95), al-Bayhaqt in Dala’il al-Nubuwwa, Ibn Kathir in his Tafsir (1: 421) al-Qurtubi
in his (7:299), and al-Shawkani in his (2:254); ‘Abd Allah ibn Salam: Tbn Sa‘d (1:360); ‘A’isha: ibid.
(1:363), al-Hakim (1990 ed. 2:671) who declared it sahih, and al-Bayhaqi and Abta Nu‘aym in Dala il al-
Nubuwwa; Wahb: Narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim in his T afszr and Aba Nu‘aym in Dala’il al-Nubuwwa as
C|ted by al- -Suytti in al-Durr al-Manthir for verse 7:157.

“SNarrated by al-Raba‘l and al-Sam‘ani in their Fada’il al-Sham (respectively p. 39 and p. 47), both
through al-Walid ibn Muhammad al-MuwaqqarT who was accused of lying cf. Ibn al-Jawzi, Mawdi ‘at,
al-Suyiti, La ali’, and al-Shawkani, al-Fawa id al-Majmii ‘a. Cited by lbn Talan (d. 953) in al-Qala’id
al-Jawhariyyafi Tarikh al-Salihiyya.
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35. Maymiina bint Sa‘d the Mawlar of the Prophet # asked him about Bayt al-Maqdis — the
Jerusalem Mosque — and he replied: “It is the place of the Final Gathering and Resurrec-
tion (ardu al-mahshar wal-manshar). Go there and pray in it, for prayer in it is equivalent
to one thousand prayers in another mosque.” Maymuna said, “What if I am unable to
travel there?” He replied: “Send oil there for its lamps. Whoever does this, it is as if he
actually went there.”2* It is also narrated in short form: “The place of the Final Gathering
and Resurrection is Syro-Palestine.”?*°
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Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Whoever doubts that the place of the gathering of resurrection (ard
al-mahshar) is right here in al-Sham, let him read the verse {He it is Who has caused
those of the People of the Scripture who disbelieved to go forth from their homes
unto the first gathering® (59:2).”2

2Narrated from Maymiina bint Sa‘d by Ibn Majah and Ahmad with three sound chains cf. al-Basi in
his Zawa’id (2:14) and al-Nawaw1 in al-Majmii *.
2ONarrated mawqiif from Abii Dharr by Ibn Mardiiyah, Ibn ‘Asakir, and al-Raba‘T in Fada il al-Sham
£ . 16) —a fair report according to al-Suyiit1 in al-Jami ‘ al-Saghir (#4925) and al-* Ajltni in Kashf al-Khafa .
Narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim in his Zafsir as cited in that of Ibn Kathir (4:333), al-Bazzar, Ibn al-
Mundhir, Ibn Mardayah, al-Bayhaqi in al-Ba‘th as well as Shu‘ab al-Zman (1:316) but the latter without
chain, and Ibn ‘Uyayna in his Tafsir as cited by Ibn Hajar in Fath al-Bar7 (1959 ed. 11:380); and from
‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ghanm — with a chain questioned by Ibn Kathir in his 7afsir (verses 17:76-77) — by
Ibn Abi Hatim, al-Bayhaqi in al-Dala’il, and Ibn ‘Asakir. Cf. Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari (1959 ed. 8:111-
112) on Tabik.

101



The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

When the Mawlat of 1bn ‘Umar asked permission to emigrate to Iraq, he said: “Why
not Syro-Palestine, the land of the final gathering?”2>
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36. The Prophet # motioned to Syro-Palestine with his hand and said: “You will be gathered
there (tuhsharin hahuna), some walking, some riding, some crawling on their faces.”?*
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37. The Prophet # also said: “Allah % will gather up human beings” — and he motioned to
Syro-Palestine with his hand — “naked, untrimmed, and destitute.”?* Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allah
said he travelled for a full month in order to reach ‘Abd Allah ibn Unays and hear this
hadith from him directly. When Jabir reached the door, ‘Abd Allah ibn Unays came out.

Jabir said: “He embraced me and I embraced him.”%%®
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252Narrated by al-Tirmidhi (hasan sahih gharib).

23Narrated from Mu‘awiya ibn Hayda by Ahmad with two strong chains, al- Tabarani in al-Kabir (19:426),
al-Riiyani in his Musnad (2:120), and al-Hakim (1990 ed. 2:478, 4:608 sahih, al-Dhahabi concurring).
Clted by both al-Raba‘T and al-Sm*ani in their Fada il al-Sham.

**Narrated from Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allah, from ‘Abd Allh ibn Unays by Ibn Abi ‘Asim in al-4had wal-
Mathani (4:79 #2034), Ibn Qani‘ in Mu* jam al-Sahaba (2:135 #603), al-Khatib in al-Rih/a fi Talab al-
Hadith (p. 110-111), Ibn Bushkuwal in Ghawamid al-Asma’ al-Mubhama (2:732- -733), and al-Mizzi in
Tahdhib al-Kamal (23:393) cf. al-Maqdisi in al-Mukhtdra (9:26), Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr in al-Tamhid (23:233)
and Jami* Bayan al-‘1lm (1:389-391 #565 sahih, isnad hasan), and lbn Hajar in the Fath (1: 174 isnad
hasan and 11:386).
2*Narrated from Jabir by Ahmad (25:431-435 #16042 isnad hasan).
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Shaykh Mulla ‘Ali al-QarT said the letter of these reports means that Syro-Palestine is the
starting-point for these events or that it shall be expanded so as to contain all humankind.?®

21 al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat al-Ahwadhi (6:345) and al-*Azim Abadi, ‘Awn al-Ma ‘biid (11:289).
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38. Imam Ahmad narrated in his Musnad with a sound chain that one day, in the Mosque, the
Messenger of Allah # recited to Abii Dharr the verse € And for those who fear Allah He
prepares a way out and He provides for them from a source they never expected
(65:2-3) and said: “Abu Dharr! If the people, all of them, followed this verse, it would
suffice them.” The Prophet # then kept repeating the verse until Abti Dharr became
drowsy. Then the Prophet % said: “Abt Dharr, where will you go when they expel you
from al-Madina?” Abu Dharr replied, “To a life of plenty and serenity: | will join the
doves in Makka.” “And when you are expelled from Makka?” “To a life of plenty and
serenity: to Syro-Palestine and the Holy Land.” “And when you are expelled from Syro-
Palestine?” “Then, by the One Who sent you with the truth! I shall lift up my sword and
fight!” The Prophet # said: “Shall | tell you of a better way?” “Yes, tell me of a better
way!” The Prophet # said: “Hear and obey, even an Abyssinian slave.”
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Umm Salama said that Abzi Dharr used to serve the Prophet # and, when he finished,
go to the mosque and sleep. The mosque was his house. One time the Prophet £ came in
and found him sleeping on the ground. He nudged him with his foot and Abta Dharr sat up.
The Prophet # said: “Are you sleeping in the mosque?” He replied: “Messenger of Allah,
where else can | sleep? | have no house other than this.” The Prophet # said: “What will
you do if they expel you from it?” He said: “Go to Syro-Palestine. Syro-Palestine is the
land of emigration, the land of the Final Gathering, and the land of Prophets! So | shall be
one of its dwellers.” The Prophet £ said: “What will you do if they expel you from Syro-
Palestine?” He said: “l will come back here and make it my house and my dwelling.” The
Prophet # said: “What if they expel you from it a second time?” He replied: “Then I will
take up my sword and fight them off until I die!” The Prophet % looked displeased and he
held him firmly and said: “Shall I tell you of a better way?” He said: “Yes, my father and
mother be your ransom, Messenger of Allah!” The Prophet # said: “Let them lead you
whither they lead you. Let yourself be taken whither they take you, until you meet me
again in that very state.”’
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Z"Narrated from Aba Dharr by Ahmad with four good chains cf. Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Had1 in
Fada'il al-Sham (p. 39-40), two of them through Shahr ibn Hawshab al-Ash‘ari al-Shami whom some
deem weak cf. al-Haythami (5:222-223) and al-Arma’it in al-Tahrir (2:122 #2830), but al-Nawawi in the
introduction to Sharh Sahzh Muslim (1:92-93), Ibn Hajar in the Fath (1989 ed. 3:65), al-Dhahabi in the
Siyar (Risala ed. 4:378), “Itr, al-Talidi, Mamdiih and others grade Shahr reliable after the opinion of
many of the Imams such as al-Bukhari, al-Tirmidhi, Ahmad, Ibn Ma‘In, Abii Zur‘a, Ya° 'quib ibn Sufyan,
Salih Jazra, and al-“Ijli; also Ibn al- Salah in Siyanat § Sah‘h Muslim (p. 122) Ibn Daqiq al-‘Id in al-Zmam (in
Nasb al-Rgya 1:18), lbn al-Jawzi in al-Tahgig, and Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi in al-Muharrar (p. 105) cf.
Mamdah, al-Ta #if (2:178), ‘Itr, al-Imam al-Tirmidhi (p. 221), and al-Talidi, Ithaf Akl al-Wafa (p. 289
n.5). Hence, Ibn Hajar said in Nata’ij al-Afkar (1:361): “His narrations are fair if not contradicted by
others.” Further the hadith is authentic with regard to Aba Dharr’s words regarding al-Sham as they are
authentically reported from the Prophet # himself as established in the previous hadith.
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The Prophet # actually instructed Aba Dharr to leave for Syro-Palestine and gave him
a sign for him to know when to move: <“When construction reaches Sal* [a mountain in
Madina], leave from here,” — he motioned with his hand towards al-Sham> — “and it does
not seem to me your rulers shall call you back.” He replied: “Messenger of Allah, should |
not fight whoever comes between me and your orders?” The Prophet # said: “No! Hear
and obey, even an Abyssinian slave.” When the houses reached Sal‘ and beyond, Abu
Dharr left for Syro-Palestine. Then Mu‘awiya wrote to ‘Uthman that AbG Dharr was
corrupting the people in Sham, so ‘Uthman sent for him, whereupon he came back then
was sent out to al-Rabadha. He arrived there as the prayer had been raised and the imam
was an Abyssinian slave employed by ‘Uthman. He stood back but Abii Dharr told him,
“Step forward and lead the prayer, for | was commanded to hear and obey, even an
Abyssinian slave — meaning you.”?%

Z8Narrated by Ibn ‘Asakir (66:202), al-Hakim (1990 ed. 3:387), and — bracketed segment only — lbn
Sa‘d (4:226), al-Khallal in al-Sunna (1:107), and Ibn ‘ Asakir (1:91, 66:191-192, 66:198) cf. Fath (3:274),
Isaba (7:16), Siyar (Fikr ed. 3:389 =Risala ed. 2:63), and al-Sam‘ani in al-Ansab (10:434) and Fada’il
al-Sham (p. 38 #8).
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Abt Dharr first went to Syro-Palestine as narrated in al-Bukhari, then Mu‘awiya wrote
to ‘Uthman complaining that he was declaring asceticism obligatory, whereupon ‘Uthman
recalled him to al-Madina lest he be harmed, after which Aba Dharr asked permission (or
was ordered) to retire to al-Rabadha — 100 kms. West of Madina — where he died.?*®

39. Something similar is told about Abii al-Darda’. Two men appeared before Abu al-Darda’
quarreling over ownership of a span (shibr) of earth. He said, “I heard the Messenger of
Allah # say: ‘When you are in a certain land and hear two men quarelling over owner-
ship of a span of earth, depart from that land.”” Then he departed for Syro-Palestine.?%°
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The Tabi T ‘Abd Allah ibn Hubayra narrates with a missing link that when Aba al-Darda’
wrote Salman — the examplar of the truthful student of knowledge and seeker of guidance —
telling him: “Come and visit me in the Holy Land and the land of Jihad,” Salman replied: “It is
not the land that makes the people holy but man that sanctifies his works.”?®* Umm al-Darda’
said: “Salman visited us in Syro-Palestine, walking on foot from al-Mada’in [in Persia].” 22
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ZSNarrated from Zayd ibn Wahb by al-Bukhari and from ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Samit by Ibn Sa‘d (4:232)
Wlth a sound chain according to al-Arna’at cf. Ibn Hibban (15:54-55).

2ONarrated by al- -TayalisT in his Musnad (1:132 #983) and al-Tabarani in al-Kabir both with a strong
mursal chain missing the link to Abi al-Darda’ cf. al-Haythami (4:174).

261 Narrated by Ibn Abi Shayba (7:123) with a broken chain.

%62Narrated by al-Bukhari in al-Adab al-Mufrad (p. 127 #346).
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Abt al-Darda’s grave is said to be in the Citadel of Damascus (al-Qal‘a) near the Umawi
Mosque, but Ibn al-Hawrani said this is actually his prayer-room (ma‘bad). It is related that
Abiti al-Darda’’s Qur’anic class in the Umawi Mosque counted 1,600 students, each ten with
one monitor. If a student made a mistake the monitor corrected him, and if the monitor made a
mistake Aba al-Darda’ corrected him.

40. ‘Algama ibn Qays the peerless Kafi Imam of the 7@bi in said: “I came to Syro-Palestine
and prayed two rak‘ats then said, ‘Allah, my Lord! Facilitate for me to sit with a saintly
person.” Then I visited some people and sat with them. Lo and behold! An old man came
in and sat by my side. I enquired about him and they said this was Abu al-Darda’! [ said,
‘I supplicated to Allah that he facilitate for me to sit with a saintly person and He
facilitated you for me!” He said, “Where are you from?’ I said, ‘From the people of Kiifa.’
He said, ‘Is not Ibn Umm ‘Abd [=Ibn Mas‘td] staying with you, the keeper of the two
sandals, the cushion, and the ablution vessel [of the Prophet #]? Also among you is the
one whom Allah has protected against the devil — meaning by the tongue of His Prophet
#% — [=*Ammar ibn Yasir]. Is there not, also among you, the keeper of the secret of the
Prophet # which no one but he knows [Hudhayfa ibn al-Yaman]?” Then he said, ‘How
does ‘Abd Allah recite €By the night enshrouding®?’ So | recited for him, €By the
night enshrouding, And the day resplendent, And the male and the female...? (92:1-
3). He said: ‘By Allah! The Messenger of Allah # made me recite it [exactly thus] from
his mouth to my mouth.””%¢3
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283Narrated by al-Bukhari and Ahmad.
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41. The Prophet # is related to say: “The world will be destroyed forty years before Syro-
Palestine is.” (Tukhrabu al-ardu gabla al-Shami bi arba ‘ina sana.) *** Nu‘aym ibn Hammad
(d. 288) also narrates it mawgif from the Yemenite Companion Ka‘b ibn ‘Iyad al-Ash‘arT
and the Tabi 7T Abi al-Zahiriyya.?%®
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The number “forty” refers to the time in which al-Dajjal shall wreak havoc on the face of
the earth, “forty days, one day like a year, one like a month, one like a week and the rest like
your days.” 2%

The Prophet # was also related to say: “The first people to disappear or to be destroyed
will be the Persians then, following in their wake, the Arabs.” Then he pointed towards Syro-
Palestine and said: “Except a remnant over there.”?
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Z4Narrated from ‘Awf ibn Malik by Ibn ‘Asakir in Tarikh Dimashq (1:185) and thus cited by Ibn ‘Abd
al-Salam in Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 23).

285Nu‘aym ibn Hammad, Kitab al-Fitan (1:237, 1:254).

2665ee Hadiths #21, 30, and 33.

& Narrated through many chains from Abii Hurayra by Ibn ‘Asakir (1:310-312).
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Several other mawqgif and maqti “ reports on those apocalyptic times were related, mostly
by the hadith Master Nu‘aym ibn Hammad in his Kitab al-Fitan:

From ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr: “A trial (fitna) will take place in Syro-Palestine in which all
sorts of briberies (rusha) and evils (ashrar) shall rise. The foolish and the lowborn among
them will be many. It will reach the point when they will worship their leaders in the same
way they used to do before [Islam].”¢’

From Ka‘b al-Ahbar: “There will still be time for people until the head is struck. When
the head is struck they shall perish.” He was asked: “What is the striking of the head?” He
replied: “The destruction of Syro-Palestine.”?®®

Also from Ka‘b: “In the huge final battle (al-malhamat al-‘uzna), the coasts of Syro-
Palestine will be destroyed until the coasts weep over their destruction along wih the other
cities and towns.”?%°

*Abd Allah ibn Shawdhab said: “We spoke about Syro-Palestine. I said to Abd Sahl?":
‘Have you not heard that such-and-such would take place in it?” He replied: “Yes, but
whatever takes place in it is lesser than what takes place elsewhere.’” 2"

257Nu‘aym ibn Hammad, Kitab al-Fitan (1:237).

268Njarrated from Aba al-Nadr by Nu‘aym ibn Hammad in Kitab al-Fitan (1:237).
289Nuaym ibn Hammad, Kitab al-Fitan (2:500).

219Thjs is Kathir ibn Ziyad al-Bursant al-BasT al-Balkht.

2"1Cited by Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam in Targhib Ahl al-Islam (p. 18).

112



The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

PNV PR S
The Damascene-Chained Hadtth VL,.LWJ\ ) \

42. The Imam and Hafiz Ibn ‘Asakir Abi al-Qasim ‘Al ibn al-Hasan ibn Hibat Allah said in
the chapter on Damascus in his hadith monograph al-Arba ‘in al-Buldaniyya:

The Sharif Abi al-Qasim ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn al-‘Abbas ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn — Abu al-
Hasan ibn ‘Al ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Al ibn Isma‘il ibn Ja‘far al-Sadiq ibn Muhammad al-Bagir ibn
‘All Zayn al-*Abidin ibn al-Husayn the fragrance of the Messenger of Allah # and the son of ‘Al
ibn Abi Talib — al-*AlawT al-Hasani, the preacher, narrated to me by way of my reading before him
in Damascus more than once in the year 507: Aba Bakr ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Qasim ibn al-Faraj
ibn ‘Abd al-Wahid al-Hashimi told us: Aba Mishar ‘Abd al-A‘la ibn Mishar narrated to us: Sa‘id
ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz narrated to us: from Rabi‘a ibn Yazid, from Aba Idris al-Khawlani, from Aba
Dharr al-Ghifari & from the Messenger of Allah # from Gibril 3¢5 from Allah 4 Who said:

O My servants!

I have forbidden Myself injustice and have made it forbidden among yourselves.
Therefore, do not wrong one another.

O My servants!

You sin night and day but I forgive all sins.

Therefore, ask forgiveness of Me and | shall forgive you.
O My servants!

All of you are hungry except those | feed.

Therefore, ask food of Me and | shall feed you.

O My servants!

All of you are naked except those I clothe.

Therefore, ask clothing of Me and | shall clothe you.

O My servants!

Never can you in any way harm Me.

Never can you in any way benefit Me.

O My servants!

If the first of you and the last of you,

— the race of jinns and the human race, —

were all after the heart of the one wickedest man,

this would never, in any way, detract from My dominion.
O My servants!

If the first of you and the last of you,

—the race of jinns and the human race, —

were all after the heart of the one most God-fearing man among you,
this would never, in any way, add to My dominion.

O My servants!

If the first of you and the last of you,

—the race of jinns and the human race, —

were all to stand in a huge plain and ask of Me your needs,
and | gave each single one his need,

this would never, in any way, detract from My dominion
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— except as much as a needle dipped into the sea detracts from it.

O My servants!

These are only your actions, | record them for you.

Later, I shall repay you in full for them.

Therefore, whoever finds felicity, let him glorify Allah Most High, Exalted!
And whoever finds otherwise, let him not blame other than himself.?’?

Sa‘id ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz said: “When Abu Idris al-Khawlani narrated this hadith he

would fall to his knees.”

Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal said: “The people of Syro-Palestine do not have any hadith

nobler nor loftier than this narration of Aba Dharr.”

Ibn ‘Asakir said: “The reporters in its chain of transmission are Damascenes all the

way to Abu Dharr.”
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the Elect of the First and the Last and upon his House and Companions.
All praise belongs to Allah the Lord of the worlds.

Damascus, 8 Dhil-Hijja 1422 / 20 February 2002.

116



The Excellence of Syro-Palestine

Index of Qur’anic Verses, Hadiths, and Other Reports

28 1 TR 32
34 Y T 6
L7 3
3o ST 17
% AT 3
0 Y AT 97
O 772 53, 54
O 4
1t 2
1885, ittt etee ettt ettt ettt et et e e re e —e e —e ettt et e att e te e tearteaheeareeare e aeeraeareeereenreeareerrearee e 95
I SRRSO 95
I A T 4
2 I 3 4
L L TSRO 90
D2 T T 5
1 S T 4
L 34
L T 5,101
G130 J P 105
oL T 6
0 S 109
L0 T 5

Abdal neither feign death nor feign humility, The (Abt al-Darda’), 52

Abdal will go from Syro-Palestine to al-Mahdi to bring him out of Makka (Ibn ‘Abbas), 46
Abii Dharr! If the people, all of them, followed this verse, it would suffice them, 105

Abt Dharr, where will you go when they expel you from al-Madina?, 105

Abii Zur‘a al-Razi met al-Khadir twice, 95

Accept the glad tidings, people of al-Yaman!, 18

Actions count only according to intentions, 13

Allah % will gather up human beings — and he motioned to Syro-Palestine with his hand, 102
Allah % will send a cool wind from the direction of Syro-Palestine, 88

Allah 4 will send a pure, pleasant breeze that will soothe the people, 91

Allah brighten the face of His servant who hears my saying, 11

Allah has blessed al-Sham from the Euphrates to al-*Arish (Ka‘b), 1

Allah has given me a guarantee concerning Sham, 42

Allah has given me a guarantee concerning Sham and its people, 41

Allah has servants who are neither Prophets nor martyrs but whom they yearn to resemble, 54
Allah has servants whom He shall seat on pulpits of light, 53

Allah made me face Syro-Palestine with my back to Yemen and said, 58

Allah ordered me to curse Quraysh twice, 36

Allah shall never cease to increase Islam and its people, 58

Allah will send forth the Mahdt after a period of despair (Ibn ‘Abbas), 46

Among them (the Khawarij) will be a black man with a deformed hand, 34

Anti-Christ will come out and endure for forty days or months or years, The 88

Antichrists and arch-liars will be sent forth, close to thirty, 25

Are you sleeping inthe mosque?, 106
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As | was sleeping | saw the Column of the Book being carried away from under my head, 71
As | was sleeping | saw two golden bracelets in my hands, 25

Ash‘arTs among people are like a precious parcel containing musk, 18

Ash‘arTs are part of me and I am part of them, The, 18

Ash‘arTs were the first to innovate hand-shaking, The (Anas), 18

At some point you will all be split into standing armies, 41

Bayt al-Maqdis is the place of the Final Gathering and Resurrection, 101

Before the Hour there will be liars, 25

Being garrisoned for one day in the way of Allah is better than the entire world, 67

Being garrisoned for one day is better than fasting and praying for one month, 67

Belief in the time of dissensions will be in Syro-Palestine, 71

Belief is from al-Yaman, 36

Beliefis fromal-Yaman, wisdom is from al-Yaman!, 18

Belief is Yemeni, 17

Best of human beings will be those who hold fast to Ibrahim’s %<8 haven, The, 82

Best of men are the people of al-Yaman, The, 17, 36

Byzantines will cut through Syro-Palestine for forty days, The, 77

Caliphate after the pattern of Prophethood, 46

Column of the Book was placed in Syro-Palestine, The, 72

Come and visit me in the Holy Land and the land of Jihad (Abu al-Darda’), 108
Conquest of Constantinople signifies the coming out of the Anti-Christ, The, 83

Count six events that will closely precede the Final Hour, 75

Dajjal shall wreak havoc in the East and begin with al-Bahrayn, 24, 86

Dajjal will be a young man with coarse hair. One of his eyes juts out, 90

Dajjal will call a man in the prime of his youth and strike him, 90

Dajjal will come out with a river and a fire, 47

Dajjal will remain on the earth forty days, 90

Dajjal will say to the people: If I kill this man, 93

Damascus is the best abode for the Muslims on that day (Armageddon), 75

Damascus will be the refuge of the Muslims from the slaughters, 75

Deeds are according to intentions, 14

‘Deeds are only according to intentions,” pertains to seventy sub-headings (al-Shafi‘1), 14
Description of Muhammad % in the Torah is as follows, The (Ka‘b), 98

Destruction of Yathrib signifies the advent of Armageddon, The, 83

Did I not fear fame, I would give away my possessions (‘Irbad ibn Sariya), 3

Disrespect lies in the East, 39

Dissensions and tribulations will appear, 25

Do not curse the people of Syro-Palestine (‘ Awf ibn Malik), 51

Do not curse the people of Syro-Palestine as a whole, among them are the Abdal (‘Ali), 51
Do not curse the people of Syro-Palestine but curse their worst, among them are the Abdal, 50
Do not say ‘forty men’ but “forty persons’; there might be women among them (‘Ata’), 51
Do you know what Allah says about Syro-Palestine?, 43

Do you know where you prayed?, 2

Earth will never lack forty men similar to the Friend of the Merciful, The, 51

East s the origin of dissension and the side of the head of Shaytan, The 23

Entire Law revolves around four hadiths, The (Aba Dawid), 14

Evil is ten parts, one in Syro-Palestine and nine in the remaining countries, 65

First Jumu‘a after Madina was in Juwatha, al-Bahrayn, The (Ibn ‘Abbas), 22

First people to disappear or to be destroyed will be the Persians, The, 111

Fortress (ma‘qgal) of the Muslims in Armageddon will be in Damascus, The, 76
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Four of the cities of the world are from Paradise, 99

From it (Najd) shall issue the side of the head of Shaytan, 16

Gibril said: “Alightand pray”, 2

Go there! And he gestured with his hand toward Syro-Palestine, 81

Goodness is ten parts, nine in Syro-Palestine, 65

Great blessing to Syro-Palestine!, 15

Growth of Bayt al-Maqdis signifies the destruction of Yathrib, The, 83

Hadramawt are better than Banta Harith, 36

Hardness and coarseness of heart is with the blaring farmers, 21

He embraced me and I embraced him (Jabir), 102

He for whom Allah desires great good, He grants him understanding in the Religion, 62
He shall obtain success if he proves truthful, 28

Hear and obey, even an Abyssinian slave, 105, 107

Heartland of the Abode of Islam is Syro-Palestine, The, 43, 57

Heartland of the Believers is Syro-Palestine, The, 57

Hellfire will collect them together with apes and swine, 82

Hilal al-Habash is one of the seven through whom the earth subsists, 6, 52

His birthplace is Makka, his place of migration Madina, his kingdom Syro-Palestine (Ka‘b), 98
His Community are the Oft-Praisers (al-hammadiin), 97

His kingdom is Syro-Palestine (Ka‘b), 97

Hour shall not rise before some tribes of my Community first worship the idols, 25

Hour shall not rise before two huge sides fight against one another in a great slaughter, 25
Hour will not rise before the best of the people of Iraq first go to Sham, The (Abil Umama), 81
Hour will not rise before the Eastern Romans descend, 85

Hour will not rise before thirty arch-liars appear, among them Musaylima, 26

Huge fire will issue from Hadramawt causing a great movement of people, A, 81

I am more knowledgeable about horses than you, 36

I am only trying to win their hearts over to us, 32

I am the seal of Prophets and there is no Prophet after me, 24-25

| am Yemeni, 17, 36

I came to Syro-Palestine and prayed two rak‘ats then said (‘Algama), 109

| fear for them the people of Najd, 27

| fear more for you your having much than your having little, 42

| find the breath of the Merciful coming from Yemen, 58

I have heard that the man Dajjal kills is al-Khadir (Ma‘mar ibn Rashid), 94

I know their names precisely, the names of their fathers, and the colors of their horses, 86
I saw myself among all the Prophets and led them in prayer, 3

I saw on the night that | was taken on a Night-Journey a white column, 72

I was brought the Buraq, 2

I will tell you through what Allah erases sins and raises degrees, 68

Iblis entered Iraq and passed, 40

Ilyas and al-Khadir meet every year and spend the month of Ramadan in al-Qudus, 95
Immense good will remain tied to the forelocks of horses, 57

Init (Iraq) is the side of the head of Shaytan, 39

In it (the East) are nine tenths of disbelief and the incurable disease, 23

In my Community there will be twenty-seven liars and false prophets, four of them women, 24
Inthe huge final battle the coasts of Syro-Palestine will be destroyed (Ka‘b), 111

Isa 32 will descend at the dawn prayer, 86

Isa 38 will destroy the Anti-Christ and people will live for seven years, 88

Isa ibn Maryam # will descend and lead them. When Dajjal sees him he will melt, 85
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It is forbidden for hypocrites to hold sway over believers in Sham, 71

It is not the land that makes the people holy but man that sanctifies his works (Salman), 108
It may be that one of those who saw me and heard my speech will meet the Dajjal, 94

Jews of Khaybar made tawassul through the Prophet #, The, 31

Killing will be everywhere, 25

Knowledge will be taken away, earthquakes will abound, time will grow short, 25

Lawful is clear as day and the unlawful is clear as day, The, 14

Let them lead you whither they lead you, 106

Let there be neither harm done nor harm reciprocated, 14

Let Thumama go, 29

Look! Wherever your sight reaches, is holy, 3

Love of the world! Their way of life will be that of [pre-Islamic] desert Arabs, 78

Man came to the Messenger of Allah # from the people of Najd, A, 28

Man named Dha al-Khuwaysira from the Bant Tamim came with sunken eyes, A, 32

Man of the people of Madina will come out and flee to Makka, A, 45

Man who is the best of people will come out to confront the Anti-Christ, A, 93

Messenger of Allah % gave Qarn as a limit to the people of Najd, The, 39

Missionaries of misguidance will arise, 47

Molar tooth of one of them in the Fire shall be greater than Mount Uhud, The, 31

Most numerous of tribes in Paradise on the Day of Resurrection are the Madhhij, The, 36
Mukhdaj was one of three brothers, all jinns (‘Ali), 35

Muslims shall have three chief regions, 86

My beloved told me the leader of the Khawarij would be a man with a deformed hand (‘Ali), 35
Najd is the area between Yemen and Iraq (al-Nawawi), 21

Now has fighting come, 57

Nuh %2 lived in Damascus (Ibn ‘Abbas), 3

Niuh 2= made his ship in the Bekaa (‘Amr ibn al-Harith), 3

O Allah! Bless us in our Makka and our Madina, 39

O Allah! Blessusinour sz ‘and our mudd, 39

O Allah! Bless us in our Sham and our Yaman, 16, 39

O Allah! Bring their hearts over to Your obedience and relieve them, 15

O Allah! May I not live to see a time in which the learned will be ignored, 78

O My servants! | have forbidden Myself injustice and made it forbidden among you, 113
Old Man from Najd hadith, 38

On the Day of Resurrection Allah shall seat them on pedestals of light, 54

One of the foreign kings will dominate all the cities except Damascus, 77

One person in this group shall end up in the Fire, 30

One waiting for the next prayer is in the greatest soldiery (al-ribat. al-akbar), 68

One waiting for the next prayer after finishing praying is like a cavalryman on his mount, 68
Only the most evil of people will remain on the earth. Their own abodes will loathe them, 82
Only the worst people will remain, copulating openly, unabashed like donkeys, 91

Out of that man’s seed shall come a people who will recite the Qur’an but, 32

Out of them dissension came forth, and it shall return back to them, 34

Party in my Community will not cease to be victorious, standing for truth in the Occident, A, 63
Party of my Community will not cease to fight at the gates of Damascus, A, 69

Party of my Community will not cease to fight, standing for truth, A, 61

Party of my Community will remain in firm adherence to the Divine command, unharmed, A, 61
People asked the Prophet £ about goodness but | asked him of impending evils (Hudhayfa), 47
People of al-Yaman have come to you, most sensitive in their souls, The, 18

People of Syro-Palestine are the whip of Allah on earth, 71
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People of Syro-Palestine do not have any hadith nobler nor loftier (Ahmad ibn Hanbal), 114
People of Syro-Palestine, their spouses, offspring, and servants are garrisoned for Allah, 67
People of the Occident (ahl al-maghrib) will not cease to be victorious, The, 63

People of the West will not cease to be victorious, standing for truth, 61

People will come, speaking the word of truth but it will not go beyong their throats, A 34
People will guide without my guidance, 47

People will say, ‘There is no Mahd1’ (Ibn ‘Abbas), 46

People! Listen to this, understand it, and know it, 54

Place of the Final Gathering and Resurrection is Syro-Palestine, The, 101

Pride and arrogance are found among the camel-owners, 18

Prophet # declared that the ihram of the people of Madina starts at Dhii al-Hulayfa, 38
Prophet # deputized Abt ‘Ubayda to teach the Yemenites, The, 94

Prophet £ especially disliked the Najdi Bant Hanifa, 27

Prophet # for one month imprecated against the Najdis during prayer, 27

Prophet # looked toward Iraq, Sham, and Yemen, 15

Prophet # motioned to Syro-Palestine with his hand and said: You will be gathered there, 102
Prophet # pointed to Abti Misa al-Ash‘art « and said, 17

Prophet % pointed to Yemen and said: There is belief!, 21

Prophet # sent a mounted detachment towards Najd and they brought Thumama, 28
Prophet # set Qarn al-Manazil as the starting-point for ihram, 38

Prophet # then kept repeating the verse until Abli Dharr became drowsy, The, 105
Prophethood descended upon me from three places: Makka, Madina, and Sham, 73
Quintessence of the lands of Allah #£ is Syro-Palestine, The, 43

Qur’an was revealed in three places: Makka, al-Madina, and Syro-Palestine, 73
Rallying-place (fustat) of the Muslims on the day of Armageddon, 75

Rallying-place of the Muslims is in al-Ghuta in Damascus, The, 75

Religion is nothing but sincere faithfulness, 14

Safety will be in Syro-Palestine, 72

Salman visited us in Syro-Palestine, walking on foot from Persia (Umm al-Darda’), 108
Send oil there (Bayt al-Maqdis) for its lamps, 101

Shafi‘i is one of the Pillar-Saints (awtad) and Ahmad ibn Hanbal is a Siddiq (al-Khadir), 95
Shambegins at Balis [East of Aleppo]and ends at ‘Arish Misr (Abu al-Aghdash), 1

Sham! You are the quintessence of My lands, 43

Stay away from those groups even if you must chew on tree-roots, 47

Step forward and lead the prayer, for | was commanded to hear and obey (Aba Dharr), 107
Stick to the Caliph even if he is unjust, 47

Stick to the congregation (jama ‘a) of the Muslims, 47

Strife will take place after the death of a Caliph, 45

Striking of the head is the destruction of Syro-Palestine, The (Ka‘b), 111

Substitutes (4bdal) of Syro-Palestine and the best people of Iraq will come to him, The, 45
Substitutes (al-4bdal) are in Syro-Palestine — forty men, The, 49

Substitutes (budala’) of my Umma did not enter Paradise through fasting nor prayer, The, 52
Substitutes in this Community are thirty like Ibrahim, The, 51

Al-Sufyani’s bloody strife originates in the depth of Syro-Palestine, 45

Syro-Palestine is the quintessence of the lands of Allah, 43

Syro-Palestine will be conquered at your hands, 75

Their faces are light on pulpits of light, 53

Their hearts will be the hearts of foreigners and their tongues the tongues of Arabs, 78

Their own abodes will loathe them, Allah Himself will detest them, 82

Thence (Najd) shall come great upheavals and dissensions, 16
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Thence (the East) shall issue the side of the head of Shaytan, 23

There (Yemen) is belief!, 21

There are many of them (Khawarij) leftin the loins of men (‘Ali), 35

There are those that are not Prophets whom the Prophets and martyrs yearn to resemble, 53
There will be a people saying to you what neither you nor your forefathers ever heard before, 34
There will be leadership despite mediocrity, 47

There will be preachers standing and calling others to the gates of hellfire, 47

There will be Prophethood among you for as long as Allah wishes, 46

There will be successive emigrations, 82

There will be thirty anti-Christ liars in my Community, each claiming he is a Prophet, 25
There will come a time when nothing shall remain of Islam except its name, 34

There will come forth at the end of time a nation — it seems this man belongs to them, 33
There will not cease to be a group in my Community that will remain victorious, 57, 65
There will not cease to be among the Muslims a party fighting on the side of truth, 62

They (the Khawarij) are the most evil of all people and of all creatures, 33

They (the misguided) will be from our people [i.e. Arabs] and speak our language, 47

They and their scholars will be the worst of all that is under the sun, 34

They are a folk who loved one another with the light of Allah without kinship nor affiliation, 53
They are of the strangers from here and there, 54

They are that man’s People, 17

They did not doubt that he was one of the Abdal (al-Bukhart), 50

They do not keep finding fault with others (mutanatt: 7»), nor do they commit innovation, 52
They forgive whoever wronged them, treat well those who treated them badly, and share, 52
They shall not cease to rebel until their last one rebels with the Anti-Christ, 33

They will consider almsgiving a financial loss and jihad a harm, 79

They will deviate from Islam just as the arrow deviates from its target, 32-34

They will worship their leaders as they used to do before (‘Abd Allahibn ‘Amr), 111

This is true ribat. This is true ribat. This is true ribat!, 68

This Religion shall most certainly reach the farthest ends of the West, 58

Those who love one another for the sake of My Majesty shall have pulpits of light, 53
Through them (the Abdal) people receive rain and are given help, 6, 51

Time will come no believer will remain on earth except in Sham (‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr), 89
Time will come their hearts will be the hearts of foreigners or dumb beasts, A, 78-79

To Syro-Palestine! (Uways al-Qarani), 58

Tomorrow shall come to you a people more sensitive in their hearts to Islam than you, 18
Tomorrow we meet our beloved ones, Muhammad and his group! (The Ash‘aris), 18

Trial will take place in Syro-Palestine, A (‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr), 111

Two groups in my Community Allah has protected against the Fire, 90

Umar ibn ‘Abd al-¢ Aziz met with al-Khadir, 95

Victorious group are the learned hadith authorities, The (al-Bukhari), 63

Victorious group are the people of Syro-Palestine, The (Mu‘adh ibn Jabal), 61

We considered him one of the Abdal (al-Shafi‘t), 50

We find him named Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah, his birthplace is Makka (Ka‘b), 97

We went out to Najd with the Messenger of Allah £ until we arrived at Dhat al-Riqa‘, 31
Wealth they have they will consider a bane to spend on jihad and a loss to spend on zakat, 78
What do you propose, Thumama?, 28

Whatever disaster takes place in Sham is lesser than elsewhere (Abt Sahl), 111

Whatever | forbade you, avoid it, 14

Whatever | ordered you, do it to the extent that you can, 14

When al-Dajjal sees ‘Isa, he will melt like lead. Isa will spear him, 86
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When construction reaches Sal*, leave from here — he motioned towards al-Sham, 107
When the great battles take place, anarmy of foreign clients will come out of Damascus, 77
When the people of Syro-Palestine become corrupt, no goodness will be left among you, 65
When you are in a certain land and hear two men quarelling over a span of earth, depart, 108
Where are the Substitutes (budal/a’) of your Community? (Wahb ibn Munabbih), 52

Where is the origin of your religion? (Salman), 1

Which one of you is Muhammad? (Dimam ibn Tha‘laba), 28

Whoever cannot adapt to Sham, let him go to Yemen, 42

Whoever compiles a book, let him begin with (al-Bukhari), 13

Whoever departs from Syro-Palestine to go somewhere else earns [His] wrath, 43

Whoever doubts that the place of the gathering of resurrection isal-Sham (Ibn ‘Abbas), 5, 101
Whoever has Allah as his guarantor shall never suffer loss (Aba Idris al-Khawlani), 41
Whoever lives in Syro-Palestine, he is a mujahid, 67

Why not Syro-Palestine, the land of the final gathering? (Ibn ‘Umar), 102

World has always had seven people through whom Allah # wards off, The (Ibn ‘Abbas), 51
World will be destroyed forty years before Syro-Palestine, The, 111

Worst two tribesamong all the Arabs are Najran and Bant Taghlib, 36

You must go to Syro-Palestine!, 41, 72, 81

You will conquer Constantinople!, 83

You will divide into three armies, 42

You will never find, after me, a man as equitable as I, 33
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