The Immense Merits of Khadija, Fatima, and ‘A’isha

The Prophet £ said: “Many men reached perfection but, among women,
only Asya the wife of Pharaoh and Maryam bint Tmran; and the
superexcellence of ‘A’isha over all women is like that of meat and gruel
(tharid) over all other foods.”" Ibn Hajar cites other versions from al-
Tabarani and Abdl Nu‘aym that add, after the mention of Maryam bint
‘Imran, “Khadija bint Khuwaylid and Fatima bint Muhammad.” This is
confirmed by the hadith in Ahmad with a fair chain from Abt Sa‘id al-
Khudrt: “Fatima is the best of the women of Paradise except for Maryam.”
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"Narrated from Abd Misa al-Ash‘ari by al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, Ibn
Majah, and Ahmad.
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